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niany of whorn are themselves destitute even of respectablem

educational qualifications. Reference was made in thesem

columns seone weeks since to a rumour which had becomem

current to the effect that, in view of the serious injury to

public education resulting from this immaturity of teachers, t

Che Departrnent proposed to raise the minimum age of(

eligibility for a teacher's certificate to twenty-one. Wep

regret to learn frorn a recent announcenient that this veryI

desirable reform is deenîied impracticable, and that at theh

best the minimum age wîll flot he fixed at a higher pointb

than eighiteen. Wh ile appreciating the dificulties in the wayv

of making radical changes ut short notice, we may venturea

to say-and we feel sure that we shall voice the opinions of1

many of our foremnost educators in so doing-tbat if thec

reform of which Mr. Iirkland speak4i is to corne witbin(

tbe ten years the sanguine Minister assigns for it, it is higbi

time that the Education Department should be preparingk

the public, not only for a niarked advance in the age at

which certiicates înay be granted, but for such a raiping of1

the standard of qualification in other respects as will doi

away with third-class certificates iin toto. Nothing short

of thià will bring the system within reasonable distance of

any high standard.

T HE unseating of Mr. Stinson, the Opposition iember

Lfor Hamilton in the Local Legislature, is an act of

political justice in which ail honest men of both parties

Hhould acquiesce. The frauduilent procuring of alien votes

is a specias of corruption of a dangerous as well as unprin-

cipled kind and cannot he too severely reprobatad. On

the other band the disgraceful document wbich has been

hrougbt to ligbt, in whicli Mr. P. J. Brown, an agent of

the Governmnent candidate, agread to pay Col. Collier $500,

to protact him fromn criminal proceeding8 and to secure fthe

revival of certain railway charters, in consideration of the

delivery of a book containing the namas of persons who8e

evidence was required, is well calculated to put to the test

fhe sincerity of the Govrnment's professions of purity.

The fact that Mr. Brown bas since received a Governiient

appointment bas a very su8picious appearance. Ris under-

takings in regard to the cririnal proceedings and the lapsed

r.ailway charters point directly to a kind of tratic in Gov-

vrnment influence and patronag'e which the Liberal Oppo-

sition in Dominion politics bas been ardent -though not a

whit too ardent-in denouncing. Surely if Mr. Mowat

and bis coleagues had no knowledge or suspicion of such

a transaction whan Mr. Brown received is appointment,

they will hasten now to mark their disapprobation of con-

duct wbichi was not only dimhonest in itself, but insulting

tn t hem. We could have wished to sec the party papers

on both sides les ingenious in ritinimizing and more out-

spoken in denouncing the guilt of their respective partisans,

ini the various cases which have corne before the courts.

RUMOU [IS of an immnediate dissolution of' the itouse

of Coinmon?, are becoming so persistent and so definite

Chat it seems almnost impossible that they can be wholly

laelass. It ii pretty certain Cbat the question is at least

under conideration by the Governrnent, and it is quite
possible that an immnediate appeal to tbhe constituencies

inay have been alraady decided on. If this be the case it

followH that there inust be now soine s)îecial rea4on for the

dissolution which did net exist a ypar ago, or even a few

nonths ago, wben Governinent assurances were given Chat

no such action was contemplated. That special reason will

nodoubt appear in some proposais or correspondence look-

ing to some measure of reciprocity witb the UJnited States.

[n the political history of England as well as of Canada

instances are net wanting in wbicb a Governinent bas thus

forestalled its opponents by adopting the most popular

portions of their policies. The wel-worn bon niot whicb

represents one party as catcbing the other batbing and

running off witb its clothc's will bardly apply bere, seeing

that the Opposition is just now particularly active. The

main point, bowever, and that wich the people will

anxiously consider, is that which relates to the nature and

extent of the proposed schame of reciprucity. In regard

to thie we are as yet wholly in the dark. On the one

hand, the present Govrnment and the Con-rvative party

are very strongly committad against unrestricted reciprocity

and, indeed, any form of commercial freedom whicb fails

to protect Canadian manufactures. On the other hand, it is

equally certain that the United States will accept no arrange-

ment which doas not open at leaft some wide channels for the

disposai of its manufactured products. The people will

if they are wise, insist on having some deinit-- assurances in

this matter hefore depoiting their balots. Those of them
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wbo favour a large meesure of free exchange, and thosa

who will consent to excbanga of natural productions only,

wiII alike object to voting in the dark, only to find, par-

hapa, that no schema of raciprocity can be agreed on, and

that the wbole result of the election bas been te give to the

Govarnmant a new termi of office. As to the question of

premature dissolution itself, it is passing strange te sec

Liberal journals calling on the Governor- General to act on

bis own responsibility and refuse to follow the advice of

bis adviers. Were thecircumatances reversed, the Liherals

would tbemselves ha the iret to cry out, and justly too,

against any sucb exarcisa of Imperial prarogative. The

boon of responsible governinent was too bardly won to ba

given up se easily. L.t might ba very annoying to see a

Governuient snatch another terni of office by sucb a pro-

cedure, but the remedy is in the bande of the people thani

salves. If tbey do not choose to apply it, tbey must ha

educated up to a better sense of duty. To take refuge

front the action of a Governmant reaponsible to the people,

in the prorogative of an officar appointed by the Crown

would ha retrograssion indeed.

A S the limit of time withîn wbicb mtbe Dominion
SGovernment may veto m-ha Manitoba Scbool Act ms

approached, signe of a growing agitation in the Province of

Quebec in favour of disallowance are making themielel's

visible. The question of the constitutiouality of the Act

is now before the highest Manitoba Court under appeal

fromn the decision of the lower court, which pronounced

it intra vires. Should the Appelîste Court take the semae

view, resort will no doubt ha hed to the Dominion Supremie

Court, and failing that, very likely te the ultimata author-

ity, the British Privy Council. But the year witbin

whicb tha veto Mnay ha used will bave expired long hefore

the final dacision cen ha had from tha higber courts. It

le evident, therefure, that the safer course for the opponents

of the Act is to obtain, if possible, the intervention of the

veto, since, otherwie, shouîd the courts agree in pro-

nouncing the measure intra vires of the Manitoba Lagis.

lature, there will ha laft no means of barring its operation

except, parhape, the difficult and unpromieing one of obtain -

ing remedial legislation from 1'arliaent. Under these

circumatances it does net speim unlikely that there May ba

trutb in the rumeur wbich represents Sir Hector Langevin

as bringing al bis influence m-o bear upon bis colleagues, on

bhaaf of disallowance. There are, et aliavents, indi-

cations, as we bava said, that an active and powerful

crusada is baing conmmenced in the Frenchi Province.

The position of mhae(overnment in the matter, assuming

that it is more concerned to secure ite own safety than to

conserve the rigbts of any province, will ha a vvry diffi-

cuit one. If, on the other hand, it is able to di4ragard

ail secondary influences and decide mha question solaly

on its menits, its course muust ha moderataly ca-. Its

eye being single, the light cen scarcely ha watm-iug. Lt is

not easy to tunderetand how any independent judgment

can douht for a moment the right of botb the Manitoba

Legielature and the North-West Council, in accordance witb

m-ha broed 1 rinciples and the spirit of thbe Confedieration, to

shake fromt their shoulders an incubue wbich should

neyer have been laid upon them and which servse only tc

retard thair progreas. Wbatever rney have beau the

ax1 )ectation et the timae the Manitoba Act wes passed, nu

valid argument cen now ha found in m-be present or the

prospective conditions o! population eithar in Manitoba or

ini the North-West Territory, for perpetuating the costly

and grievous anomualies of Separate Schools and dua.1

languagea. On precisaly the semae grounds on which we

maintained the night of the Quehec Legislatuire to pasoette

Jesuits' Estates Act, we feal bound to uphold thbe logis-

lative autonomny of the young Province and Territory in

this matter.

W U.Y sould a univerity course ha limited to the

traditional four years, or aven, ais in the case of a

few innovators, to tbree, as the miiiiiun length of study

antitling m-be etudent to any distinct recognitionl'tWhy

sbould the etudent who succeede in paeeing a final examin-

ation at the end of that period ha granted a certificate, or

dagrea, caî-rying witb it a dafinite, recognized value asa

mark of echolarsbip, wbile hie feîlows who pess examin.

ations representing three yeare, or two years, or one year

of equally succeseful study, raceiva nothing t Why ehould

Se much greatet' encouragement ha held out, undar thie

arrangement, to those young men and young women who

LMa ey aeble ta spand four years et collage, mhan m-o those

wbo may ha able ta spend only tbree years, or two, or

onei The inherent defects in tbis systemn, îending as i

does to create a great educational gulf betwcen the fewv

wbo are able to take the fuît college course, and the niaflY

wbo are unable to do so, bave for many years past bOf'1

coming to be more clearly racognizeil. Many chaflge

tanding ini the direction of reformi have been made. Snil

institutions as London University and sucb arrangeffl'1 to

as the university extension sclhama, whicb is being SO use-

fully and succassfully carried out hy Oxford and CI"'

bridge, have been xorking staadily in the directioni of

great educational revolution. in tbe United States the

Chautauqua and Correspondence systams, and in our o*

Province the uni versity local exarinations have tO aer

tain ýextent racognized the existence of a want, and bave

donc soînetbing to relax or to counteract tbe rigidity Of the

old systami. It may ha hoped tbat tbe university exten,

sion scbeme now under consideration by the Senate Of the

university of Toronto may be spaedily inaugurated an1d

belp forward the mucb needed movement. The gerwOl"$5

principle of coming changes is found in the recogflitioO

the great fact that the spirit of our times demande 110t 8

much special facilities for the bigbest culture of aSelc

few-tbough this is not excluded-as the broadest opPer*

tunities for the litarary and scientitic education Of the

many. The university of tbe future, it is safe tO"Y

must be not an academic cloister but an educational Pro'

paganda-a radiating centre of stimulating intellectiaiS

influences. By far the holdest proposai that bas ao ye

been made in this direction is that of Professor laPr

the prospective Prasident of the new Chicago ivairsitlc . O
This scharnefis startling in the number and radicalis'

the innovations proposed. In addition to the

collages of liberal arts, science, practical arts and literu'

witbin the univarsity, and graduating and rofesw$iOfl

echools aftar the most approvad nmodern patternIs,

templates university extension work and universitY Pd

cation work, on scales of magnitude hîtherto unattalvPwe

at least on this continent. Connected witb these i

system of academies in different states, probaby to deV61Of

as Il feeders" of the central institution, as well ast
as local centres for the diffusion of its advautages.

university extension work will include regular coui'$oo

lectures in and about Chicago, evening courses inO

priate subjects for men and women with limitad tl

their disposaI, correspondence courses for students In bl

section of the coutitry, special courses in ecenl fib

study, and lihrary extension in connection with the 0 b

forma of work. But it la in relation to theaeilo

collage courses that the most startling innovatl 8

proposed. There will ha four termis in the year, a

twelve weeke, and studenta may taire any oneten0

their vacation, regardîs of their fellows in the

No classes will exist as such, and diplomas wilI be aniS'

not when a man bas been in attendance for a cero0 -
,period, but when ha bas done a certain amount 0 0

Thus the convenienca of students of II classes anag
tions will ha cunsultad. Evaryone wbo can i, 5 lg

,attend for a single twelve-waeks' tertu in thaeyaarAt
,so, asi we understend the acharna, witb the assurancedi

hali shall have evary facility for pursuine: whatavae'

hali may select, and that the work actually dona will recel

, fuît recognition, both in itself, and as an integrafit Part 0

any whole wbich ha may afterward complete. Theo t-O
ebut a few of thea many novel pictures of the scbeflu'llo.

as beau outlined by Profssor Harper, and witb p

*many of our readers are doubtiesa already familial

1remarkabla unanimity with which the achae e b

3approved by American educators shows that it 18 da

eto meet an existing and felt want.

T HO G Ilwe do not at present know precislY te

ofterecant vsto Prince Edward Island r4teP

tativas to Ottawa, or how definita were the assurance00~

,wera able to carry bmck with thein from thea0'

aleaders, to their compatriots, it is avident that the qu

Fof a submarine tunnel between the Island and tbe &*

rland muqt very sbortly emerga into the reaioni of 'l Pi'c
- poitics.' It is now passing tbrough the prelimfliery~

r by which ail sncb large projects bave ta make theh'.,

aIts day of ridicule le peet. Lt je no longer deauled O

i- to label it Ilutopian." The people of the Island0"

,r representativas in Parliament hava, it mutna:~ î<h

daxercisel admirable patience in the matter. Ag l'oltyI

s known the Island Assembly's very decisive rejectioli

oConfed eration scheme when iret proposed in 1866 0

e based oin the asstimed impossibility that ay teris f 0

rcould provo jd Y>intageous to the intereste and aI0 -


