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TORONTO AND ABOUT.

The 1lail last wveek contained an ingenious criticisrn upon a
certain report of local public school examiners, which said report con-
tainced so many inelegant phrases and ungranmmatical scntences, that
one ouglit to be forgiven in supposing it to have becu wvritten by the
sirnplest infant of the primary school. We have hieard so rnuch about
our- more than perfect Ontario public school system, sinice the Centen-
nial Exposition, that w~e are hardly prepared just nio\v to hear unfal-
vourable comments upon this pet boast without raising our indignation
to féver pitch. Our marvellous educational systemi bas iiîstructcd us,
through the exertions of the Rev. Dr. Ryerson, in the belief that there
is nothing wanting in our public schools one way or the other; and
surcly lie is a brave and clever genius who bas the' tcrnerity te' propoe
ain imiprovement for the guidance of trustees, 0or tlic enilightcnirent
of the Departrncnt of Public Instruction or flie M\inister of Education
for Ontario. So înuch bas been said upon thc subject, and nothing to
its disfavour, that I feel a certain fear anid apprehiension in approaclîing
it at this tinie lest I shall be accusecl of casting a stain tiponi the spot-
less white of flie reputation of this rernarkable boast. 1 should like
ta ask one question. What is there iii the Ontario school systern so
extraordinary ? I must confess I arn at a loss to nnderstand, for as 'a
inatter of fact tlie public schools of O)ntario are but reproductions otf
the scliools of the States of Necv York and l>ennsylvania. I have
heen through certain of the sclools of Nev York and throughi cvcry
school iii Toronto, and otiiers througliout Ontario, and froin al careful
study of tlie several modes of operation, 1 amn inable to discovcr anly
îieculiarity favourable to Ontario that is not possessed in an eînineîît
degr-ce hy our cousins across thie hune. 1 arn fully pcrsuadcd aur
normal schîools couil< obtain sorne very suggestive, useful and practical.
hîints from tlie excellent normal sclhool of B3uffalo. I amn very rnuch
mistaken if, iiistea(l of distarucing aIl comipetîtors in flic race of' educa-
tion, in a fev years, at the rate we%- arc progressing, wc shaîll not find
ourselves far beiud bath the Statcs aiîd Europe, if indced wc arc flot
alr-cady iii the second hune. \Ve have but to be too sure of our safety,
andi it i tlic time of our grcatest danger.

Now that the papers have taken thuis niatter of education in
Ontario up in earniest, it will îlot be out of place for nie ta refer to the
report of George Ilodgius, Esq., LL.I. Deputy Minister of Eclucation,
in thec Ontario Exhibit at tlic International Exhibition at 1111iladelph ia,
187 6; for though the exhibition is long past the report is stili freslî.
This report, which is very elaborately got up, -would lead one to suip-
pose that tlic bust of tlic great mien of ail nations, tlic instruments,
inodels and machines, iincirals, cherniicals and botanlical speciniens
were very generally supplieti to tlic public schools throughiout tlîe
Province ; for instance, an extract frorn thec " Peunsylvania Sclhool
Journial, edited by the lIon. J. P. Wickershauî, State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, reads "1 For ethnological. instruction there arc
busts of celebrated mii, represenlting every country, wlîîch are con-
stantly before t he pupils while they arc studying and lhell to serve to
make firmi impressions upan the meinories," as a mratter of fact there
is nlot a schiool in tlic Province that bias onc bust iii it. The saine
journal wvas about right when it said - There are ini it," alluding to flic
Oint,îia Exhibit, " several specimens of schîool desks and seats. Tliese
ive do not like nearly sa well as the best ones made in this country. i
In scholars' work the exhibit is vcry poor, there being only a fewv
specimens of drawing and writino'" Againi the Globe of Tôronto
about the sanie dlate says : "0Of specimens of pupils' w'ork, on the othecr t
band, we miake comparitively but a poor sho%%." 'l'ie Ontario E7xhibit j
was a great farce ; flic Depositary and Museurn of tlîe Education a
Departmeut were rifled ta make a grand display at Philadelphia, and i
the people of aIl nations were made to believe that flue public schools ai
of Ontario wcerc pretty ivell supplieci with such things as were on q
exhibition. There is scarcely a school iii Ontario where any sort of d
material aid is obtained throtîgh this source, with exception of a few t
high schools. When the veil is removed that bides the secrets of this c
wondcrful departmieît and shrouds the privacy of the Minister and d
bis Deputy bowv very inferior aur school system will appear to w~hat it t
generally receives credit for. f

lIo\v have the mighty fallen! It is the custom to send Protestant
yoting ladies of ail ages to one of the two large convents of the city
to be educated. Ilowever false the public school system înay appear,
it is only surpassed by the convents. It is remarkable ta note the
magnîficent clisplay of wool andl ernbroidery wvork, painting and draw-
ing cxihib its on view at the nîiidsunîmer examination of these cele-
brated institutions ail donc lýy ilie scholars; -the parents are wvonderfully
surprised, but they are more surprised when they find their children
aire very littie îviser than xvhen they first entered. Ta elucidate :-A
fe\v weeks ago, Miss -, a day scholar of anc of these academies,
desired to receive a prize for map drawing, and ta this end enquired af
an ingenioiîs anti w'ell known draughtsrnan the correct mode of pro-
cedure; he gallantly inforrned lier, and she skilfully pencilled the
ontdine ;1 then carne our clraughtsman's turu ;be inked the outhine ini,
coloureti il beautifully;- engrossed a flaming title, and printed the
naines of States, rivers, cities, towvns and a thousand other etcetras,
uiitil tlîe mal. hiati all the appearance of one of " Chambers' best."
Sister ,1 upon recciving this unparalleled production, said softly

_____ don't tellIlle if you reccivcd anly assistance, I doui't want ta
know, say nothing." Sister -then had the inap framned in a golden
franie, and Miss -rccived the firsi prize. Our excellent draugbts-
manl in the ineantirne hiad beeîî made, through the kinduless and consi-
deratioii of Sister -, the recipient of a box of Joab Seale's best
branti of cigars. This is educiition of the higher class with a yeni-
gTeancc.

'l'le City engineri's resignation i hailed with deligbt. He was
tîme wîong nmaî for the place. It is to be bopcd a good, sound, prac-
tical inaî or lhonest priîîciplc aîîd cormnon sense înay be found ta fll
this imnportanit position. The judicious expenditure of the public

ioîuey vcry largcly dépendss upoiî the erigineer, and no pains therefore
shoulti bc spared iii sccuring the righit rnaîî. We have in the -City of
Toronîto an island, xvhich, as the 3 ilsays, i capable of being made
a second Coney Island ; but nobotiy fecîs iîîchincd ta take bold of this
grand speculatioîî ; nobody dcsires ta invest rnoney in a scbeîne so
safe, and sure ta give a reinuîncrative rcturn ; because, first, the nmembers
of the City Council have not flic ability ta appreciate flic advantages
of sa desirable a place ; scandly, the Dominion Goverinîent is toco
niggardly anti short-sighitcd ta atteînpt ta reclairn the harbour. The
Couincil is forever tryiîîg ta cxtcnd flie city westward ; Mayor Beatty
woumld. hike ta introdutce into his charter a clause ta extend the city
wcstward ta the river Hlumber, four miles fraîîu the present limit,
thaugh. it is hiard ta sec wherc th(-e advvantage xvould bc ta the city by
the extension. Certain mnîcnbcr of the Counicil. would hike ta see
Toronto's Iiîniits cxtendcd. northward, takiug in the villages of Setan
anti Yarkville, ancl ta this cudtihcy would grant an exemption of a
lai'e p)roportion of thecir taxes foir twa years; or sa ; wvhat advantages
arc suppase(l ta accruîe thm'augh1 thîs extension northward is only known
ta the initiateti ; it is tinie cnuugh ta aîncex these villages when they
(lesire iL. Certain other ilitcîestccl Aldeî'îîen would like ta sec the
city liîniits extendeti a mîile andclam-haîf eastward beyond the Don for
saie suppasecl advaîit aoe, thom 2lu whîat that supposed advantage is no
one kn'xvs. TI'îrî and ag in icit Counicil interested Aldermen bring
these thiugs Lit ta tlie exclusion of legitimate business. Now, we have
an island close ta aur doors, iii fact. a portion of the city, for whicb,
rnaîiy ycars ago, a planî was diaw\n out and streets înarked out, but
iow, alas ! this islauti is being destroycd. The streets, as supposed ta
ec laid atut, would be under water or thraugh the marsh. The City

Couincil is clamorou; for an extension wsest, narth or east, but right ta
lie south of thcm is the very thing they want, sa situated that îvith
udicious cxpenditîme a road froin the city .could bc canstructed ta it
nd sti'ect cars ply a briq;k business. The thing is s0 feasible thiat every
ntelligent citizen can sec throtîgh it ; it is not only desirable, but as
nl iflvestirncnt for the city xvould bc of considerable wvorth. The
[nestian is askcd timn andi again iiiftie daily jaurnals, why is this flot
lone ? The answers are vague, but the truc answer înay be found in
bis, that s0 long as certain Aldermeni or their wealtby friends, managers
'f financiai. corporations, contrai so large a hulk af the praperty imme-
[iately adjoining the western and eastern himit of the City, sa long will
he, island of Toronto remain unremunerative and a positive burden to
he City. Qiuecil Ci/y.


