
111E BIBLE; ITS NATURE, ETC.

which is often considered by themi as divinely inspired
truth, is naturally regarded as impiety.

It is here then that the great. difficulty lies. Ail tiiese
three modes of viewing the Bible are true ; ail are adapted
to various minds ; ail are perhaps suited and neeessary for
every man at différent perîods of his life. le first may,
as a child, read those rnost interesting narratives which
present no difficulties, and which arrest the attention, in-
terest the afrections, and lead the mind to look uapwards
to a God in heaven. Then gradually as bis immid ripens,
lie imay examine al] the diffienities of Scripture, so as to,
enter entirely into their spirit, and Icnow the people Who
wrote,' or tlose about whom the narratives were written.
In fact, lie rnay with great advantage understand and
Ilsearch the Scriptures," in order to find out the will of

Goci, the divine trifths containeci ini theni.. And then
gradually wvill bis mind become more and more inclined
to read them as suggesters of devotional, thought, as
unwakeners of fervent feelings towards God, as imparting
to him higlier views of duty and of man's destiny than he
can obtain in any other way. Doubtless this last is the
purpose-thc airn of the Bible. * t is on tbis gro-und that it

is regarded as divine, as the word of God, as a revelation
froqn Irilm, because, when read wvith a devotional, spirit,
afler having been previously examined and com-prehended
by the understanding, the Bible does reveal to the reader
God's W[LL, FES endless works and everlasting ways.

(To be concluded in our next.)

TRuE RnLicioN is a life -unfoldecl witiù-i, flot something
forced oin us fromn abroad.


