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here very much—the long straight edge—and all work
there was made perfectly true.

The following discussion then ensued :

Mr. Burke: I have been told that a great many of the
buildings in the United States which have.been plastered
on metallic lath have been developing serious defects, in
some cases it having been found that the metallic lath
had almost disappeared.. I suppose that was owing to
their not being galvanized.

Mr. Siddall : I had a little experience of that in the
Confederation Life building. We had occasion to take
down a partitidn, even before the building was com-
pleted, and, although the lath had been painted, it was
half eaten away.

Mr. Burke : Have you had any experience in that re-
spect, Mr. Hynes?

Mr. Hynes : 1 cannot say that 1 have, personally. 1
have never seen any metallic lath that were destroyed by
oxidation or rust, but I know that where the lath is not
completely covered with mortar it will rust. If the iron
or steel is thoroughly embedded and covered with
mortar, 1 do not think there is any danger whatever,
but where the slightest particle of the metal is exposed
it is likely to be affected, and that is why I say it should
always be either galvanized or painted.

Mr. Siddall: I quite agree with Mr. Hynes that if the
metallic lath were completely embedded with mortar no
rusting would take place. 1 think it is the exposed
part at the back that rusts. : ;

Mr. Hynes : A thorough covering of lime mortar is a
preventative of rust, but the reverse is the case with all
patent plasters having calcined plaster or gypsum as
their basis ; this material has a very great and immed-
iate tendency to rust. I should think the cases cited by
Mr. Burke were likely caused by their use. English
white cements—as Keene’s, Parian, Martin’s—have a
still greater tendency to cause rust, even destroying the
tools used by the mechanics when working them. A
knowledge of this fact is sufficient, as it is easy to
guard against trouble from this source.

Mr. Wickson : Mr. Hynes did not refer in his paper,
I think, to any of the patent plasters that have been on
the market lately. There is the Rockwall plaster,
Paristone, and others ; I wonder if he has had any ex-
perience of them, and if it has been satisfactory.

Mr. Hynes : My experience has been principally with
Adamant. This was the first of the patent plasters. It
originated in Syracuse in a patent tor hardening plaster.
The inventor became associated with business men, who

- changed his fluid chemical into a dry powder, and made
a plaster furnished complete and ready for use by the
addition of water. They did not make much out of
selling the plaster, but obtained large sums for State
rights—Illinois selling for $3.5,000, Pennsyhfania for
$17,000. Of course, in addition to the chemical com-
pounds, to everyone whom they sold to they gave a for-
mula of how to make the plaster. The result was that
each of these parties found difficulties in preparing the
mixture, and after a series of experiments ea(ih became
an expert, and then called his mixture s_omethmg else—
« Rock Wall,” or anything he had a mmd. to, but they
are all composed of the same compound with the excep-
tion of the Acme, Agatite and the Royal cement. These
i have never been able to get analyzed, and 1 wo.uld
suggest that the authorities of the School of Practical
Science make an analysis of them. They seem to be a
kind of brownish carth, and it is claimed that they are

calcined. They make very hard, durable work. Those
on the market here to-day are principally Rock Wall,
which is good. It is made by the Albert Mfg. Co., o}
Hillsborough, N. B., who also supply most all the cal-

cined plaster used in our market. *¢ Paristone” is

made in Paris, Ont., by the Alabastine Company, from
the local gypsum found down on the Grand river. The

Grand river gypsum is good and plentiful, but is very

little manufactured. I do not know of a bad patent

plaster—it does not pay any one to make one that is
bad.

Mr. Dick : I am sure Mr. Hynes has given us a very
valuable paper. There is one point on which, perhaps,
he can give us a little information, and that is about
mixing the mortar applied to walls and so on, as to the
time it should be allowed to stand before being applied

to walls, with special reference to the limes we have in
this country.

Mr. Hynes: Our limes are very slow, cool limes, and
when they are first made up all limes are watery and if
you place them on the wall at once the lime has r;o bind-
ing, and the key falls off. It would never do to put
fresh_ mortar. on walls; it is radically wrong, though
one is sometimes forced by circumstances to do,it. The
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