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Caîî tiere possibly L'e any inlten-
tion onOUthe 1part ofthie goverimint
to witlîhold the animual drill pay
froîi the artillery this year il Tiiere

15 no0 doult that the artillery is, al!
tiirough, the inost efficient amni of
otîr service, andl that is al the more
reason wliy tinis year's drill seasoîx
s11011(1 iot L'e aliowed lu pass by
withotit the artil Iery perfîimîi ng
any (drill. Il 18 casier 10 niajîltajîl
corps iii a state of efficiencvl, once
efficicucy is attaiucd, than il is te, at-
tain il in the first place. l'le pass-

iîîg of a year's drill '','11l inean a
big dIrop) in the efficiency of thie ar-
tillery.

Accordiîîg to ail reports thme offi-
cers ani oîî-coinuiissioîîedl officcrs

of the permianenît corps, wvho have
beeti sent 10 En-iglaiud for courses of
instruction with tthe Imiperialtroops,
are gctt i g aioîîg satis factorily.
TIhis seniilg of nenibers of our per-
inaient force to Eîîgiand appears,
liowever, to bc a great waste of pub-
lic uîioncy, of whjch thiere is little

vioug-li for tihe inîlitia these (lays,
,goodness knows. If the perulalientt

forcc reprce jted aiiy consideî able
factor in the defeusive force of the
D omîinion, or if tiîis counîtry mxade
til) its inîîud to di-op the 1reselît
iniltia systeni alto<ether, and ini-

duige iii thie doubiful luxury of a
regutlar aruuîy of native prodluctioni,
it wouild L'e ioîicýy veli speîîl to

svifdl(>I1icers andlijoîl-coiin îissîouied
oficers 10Eîglu to gel iiutuocu-
laledi with thie spIcilid dtraditions
oft he Iritisl army. \Ve repeai
that 1111(er the existinîg conditions
the moncy spent ini this trans-At-
lantic excursion business us siuuply

thiroîvn away.

I)oubiltless the mcînilbers of the

arc sent to J.<uglan(1 acquire infor-
ination and( experielîce whichi wouild
inake themu l)betler qu:dtifiedl for ser-
vice nii a regîiar arîuîy tlîan they
w'cre wli1en they left Canada ; but
thiat is not whiat is wantedl. Truc,
iiiaîmy of the 1olitical lecelers aund
social pats wio lhave becen pitcli-
forked as officers ilio hue perinaii-
eîîhly enbodied corps req urc pleîuty
of informuation and experîcîlce to
(jiiaii fy thei for the positions
tliey 1101(l blut seldoîn hry ho flil, t
il is itût of the kiuid tliey acqu ire

',vitlu the .Iluuierial Iroolis.

T lieue igreat fattofbu naîmy
of our periliail(îîtly t-aubodicd i.

lilianen is their proniess to overiook
their flrst and oiy duty, their

r-aison dY/re1-, their position as ini-
sîruclors of the rest of the Active
Militia. They have so pleased
tlueinselves wi'tjh jcouteîplatiiîg the
fiction that they are " reguilars,''
thaI they are the first fine of de-
feîîce of the country, and ail that
sort of ihinig, thaI they flatter theili-
selves limat thcy are a consi(lerable
deal better Ihan auiybody eisc and
try ho puit oui airs altogethier unlsulit-
able btimteir position, anîd cistinctly
offensive to the real (lefensive force
of the Country. Scoriing lu ac-
kiiowiedge ý lieur positionîs asthue
paid iîistruclors or assajsof hie
Active Militia, they too oftu as-

s ~inauoffensive sprort.Aftvr
thcy coine back fruu ngi th lis
coinplaint is aggravaled lrallier tiîau
amnel iorate(1.

in view of the fact tuaIt but a very
few officers or heî school corps kiiowv
how t o (elivcr au eeetary lec-
ture or cou(lnct a Class of inistrîîc-
lion, and dui fewer appear to kniow
ii oîvlu(Iravx up ilitelilgeît ex-

animîationm papurs or awar-d marks
v<jually, mur readurs ,Vil agrec lupoi
lthe wisdoini of thueSuggestion thaI
a course at a nornmal school wvouid
L'e of iiîfiîilcl\ nmore practical value

0 thie averaige oflicer of the peýr-
iinuent1y eii)odied corps thlaîîa
jamîit ho Aldcrshot.

Auother view of lthe case aiso pre-
SIls ilseif. If tîese gcui)t1enîeîi

liave iîisîfficielit teeiical kntowi-
edge wh ioi1(lim te cotiuîiry L'e put
ho the expeise of eiabliig thc'îmm o
acquire il ? They arce ve11 pai(l ani(
the country is suruiy unur mo obli-
gations to keep teiui postied 01ntleir


