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agai, the matter will have to be brought up
9qal t}ns year. At a meeting held November

b 1t was decided to get up a case as to
Bring partridge, and at the next meeting the
)roll'l‘("gl secretary stat(-d_ that a case had been
it ght before the Police Maglstmt(-, Im‘t that
herg e dixmissed, as his Honor considered
able tWasx some doubt as to the accused being
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'""lkooln.t Mr. Euclid Roy, advocate, was

U for his gratuitous service.
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nmy arrival in Montreal a few
as delighted to see that you and
renthusiastic sportsmen had decided

Eentle,, ‘L to the interests of that class of
o s

an| 1( 0 who shoot and fish for true sport,
NP .

et “ehsure that suceess will attend your

)'0‘1:,;:Nt say I felt Hattered when T received
Wis}, 1“'0-‘% to contribute something, and only
Teaday, il your facile pen to interest your
N. Y Summer of 18R0 was speut in the
f‘Jund‘ - of the Dominion. The 20th July last
the é"e I the Duck or Ridirg Mountains, at
810 N waters of Bird’s Tail Creck, about
»and on the 101st meridian.
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These monntains are covered with a dense
forest of tall poplars and birch,and thick under-
brash of hazel and raspherry, making it impos-
sible to get throngh withont cutting a trail in
advance.—This 20th July was a very hot day.
We had started at 6 a.m. with a train of thir-
teen heavily loaded carts, and by 1T aan had
made ahout three miles, when a” very peculiar
noise saluted our ears. Knowing this forest to
be full of bears, we at once came to the conelu-
sion that we were in the \'icinity of a family;
sisters, couxing and annts, of these aftectionate
creatures, The train wis ordered to halt while
the chief of the party and myself went forward
to prospect.  As we advanced the noise grew
louder and Touder, till we called  a connel of
two, to decide what had better be done ; face the
enemy or draw on our reserves and advance in
full force.  While deliberating the chief hap-
pened to east his eves heavenwards and the
mystery was explained — we had struck a
heronry—hundreds of these birds were passing
to and fro, and on going forward a hundred
yards or so, we found the tops of the poplars
covered with their nests, the yonng birds fall
grown but not able to fly, perched on the high-
est branches of the trees. Here in the heart of
s dense forest, probably never trodden by man

betore, were thonsands’ of nests of our common
{blue heron (Ardea herodias Tinn). We cut
down several trees and eaptured the young,
s which were eaoked and eaten by some of our
cmen with relish, probably becanse it was the
dtivst fresh food for three months,  The nests
| were made of the small dead branches of the
| poplar and were placed as near the tops of the
| trees as possible. I kept two of th'e young hirils
| alive for a few days, when lxoct‘mnng able to fly
“they took their departure.  These monntains
rare full of small ponds and bottomless mug-
‘kegs which swarm with lizards and siall
Stish on which the herons feed, and on wot-
“ting to an open space near the heronry we
could =ee the old birds eoming and going in
every direetion.  Those  coming home were
stufled to the bill with food tor their young,
making them present a very ungainly figure,
as they lazily flapped their way toward the
wonds. On pushing onr way throngh this
mountain forest we discovered three wood sized
lakes about one half awile wide and from one
to two miles in length each. We tried them
for tish, but ”“!)' caught a few common chub,
In your next issue | wil) try and give you
some aceount of the game birds of the Little
Saskatchewan and Bird's Tail Creek Regions.

Yours truly,

Birp's Tan.,
Montreal, Jau. 31, 1881.



