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IJISTORICAL.

It is quite evident, accordingr to rescarclies inade through the
history of acres, that if bias almway licen considercd of more or less
importance titat the teeth, as well as otiier parts of tlie body, shotuld
bce leansed, in ordýer fliat the inclividual miiglit enjoy good health
and the esteeîn of bis felhjws.

The carliest Clhiiese w,\orkçs 0o1 nedijine shiow that cigliteen
hundlred years before Christ solli( attenitioii was giveni to the care
Of the teefli.

Abouit 1500) B.C., saiineo at ei Ilindu saecred wvoi-ks, as well as
those on iedjeine, Cloataineci, aiiiouo- otbier laws of bcalth, miles for
the cleanising of the 11noufli af ter eaýtting.

.b cry liiaaîs, too, liadkîoj ofdg at fli adlvantagcs to b,
deriveti froinfc lain of tlie teeth. J. Grasset St. Sauveur,
writing of tbese people ini "1h'Anitiquie Iýoiii,' said: "Inu order ta
kecp their teefli dean and. wbite, they uscdl a great cical of a certain
litIitd of curionis eupîtn.Thev knew the use of sme(,ll briishcs
anid tootblpickçs of goldi, of silcer and-( ot? quili.' Jacobi von Faulke,
in ''Grrecce andi Romie, Their Art and Life,'' rcferring ta the mnatter
Of growing aid, says: "Se resisted ta the last, (oneealed ber
Wrinls, hielped bier figuire with jiudieious padlding-, and rcplaced
lost teetit bY artitieial mies of ivory, fastcned wvifl g"old.''

As early as the second ceniturY djenfistry wvas a recognizcd art,
but during the darkz agcs, wvithlî iliiv other of flic arts and sciences,
if languiisiîed, auJ lîad if not beeni for flc îoe s ta whon thc later
generations arc grcatly indebted for prcserving records, it iight
have been lost siglif of cntirely. in tact, it is l)1licved tbey did more
or less ta relieve suffering due ta (ljscascd conditionis of flic teetb.

Withi thc exception of refererîces ta clcaning flic feefli, history
shows that abouit flic only foruî of dentistr *v practisedt by tbe
ancicuts was flic restoragtion of lo.st teefli b 'v artificial substifutes.
In those times artificiai feetl were very crude affairs, and the
wearers xverc usually ob.jeets of ridicule. If flic dentistrvY of to-day
were flot of sucli a bigli order wc would probably fake nmore car :e
to preserve, aur nafural. teetb.

*\Vitii acknowiedgments to Doinion Dental Trournai.


