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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON TUE TREATMENT Of CIIRON[C
PURULENT OTITIS MEDIA.*

BvY CR.AWFORD C. MOCULLOUGIT1, \[.D., FORT WILLIAýM, ONTARIO.

Not so long since the nmodemn perfeetcd procedure of tymnripaflo-'

mastoid exenteration w'as thought to have solved ail our cliffi-

CUlties in the attainmient of a cure for a persistent purulent aurai

discliarge. Many otologists were so enthiisiastic as to hold thc

operation ind<catcd in ail cases in which an aurai diseharge had

persisted in spite of careful conservative treamTent for s0 short a

Stime as nine months. For a time eritlusiasm eloudled the dluty Of

the otologist towards the function of hearilg, and so general be-

came the practice of this operation tliat, in AI,-erica at least, the

pathological ýcauses of an aurai diseharge seenled to have beconie

* Obscured.
The operation seemed so logical, so radical, So pel'fe('t in detail,

that as time went by the many failures to seculre ail absolute cure

Seemed almost incompatible. Investigation was thuls stimulatcd,

With the resuit that the extreines of radicalismn Dlow no longer

Obtain. These extremes were neyer reachcd in Europe as they

Were in America, and in this regard 1 was much imlpressed by a

Paper of Ruppert, an assistant in Prof. Bezold's clinie at Munieh,

which. appeared in~ June of last year. In this clinic the extrenie

Of conservative treatment of middle car suppuration obtains, and

Rtuppert, in coliecting his statisties, went outside the records of

te clinie, taking instead the cs eod fTr eibo

MVunich, a former pupil of Bezold. These records extended over

*lead at Canadian Medical Association, winnipeg, August, 1909.


