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© . THE CONVERSION OF ENGLAND.
e ’ (Continued.)
- That great efforts have been made in various parts
*of: Burope, especially through the untiring encrgies
- and zeal of one individual, 1o arouse all Cathelics to
* pray systematically and daily for the conversion of
'England, is known to most of our readers. Many
are the prayers which have mounted up to the throne
of Giod in consequence of these efforts, and many ave
the communities, as weil as private persons, who
never cease to call unon Almighty God to lasten the
day when this mighty nation shall be tauzht to choose
between the worship of GGod and Mammon, and obey
the faith it bas so long reviled. But until recently
little has been done to induce the Trish people to join
in this-noble and most Clristian work, for the pave
"love of those who have been so long and s cruelly
their oppressors.  ‘Uhe madness ol politizal conten-
tions ; the wild eries of the starving, the enslaved and
the dying ; the slouts of party ; the indignant remon-
.+ strances of those who would fight for the poor and
~ despised ; and 21 those more worldly, thougl natwial,

and often lawlul means, which have been wndertshen

for remodelling the relations of the two kivy
have absorbed the theushis of the wost sincere

Catholics, and itz Cliristian velation which Trelund

bears to Lngland has escaped our notice.  "I'hat one

* inost honorable, most Christian, and most cfiicacious ,
instrament for the remedying of her wronzs, which is |
indeed in the lmnds of Ler Catholic sons, has been |

- comparatively laid acide,

- forgotten that Gied wills the salvation ol Lnalislanen |
“as traly as He wills that they should do their duty to !

their fellow-creatures in Treland. .
May we not hope, then, that as the devotion

- proposed in the paper to which we are referring has
~already found a certuin degree of fonting in Irclamt ;

Uit may be cherished and spread ameng ber faithinl
- - children wheresoever there is a priest to preach ihe

gospel of love, aud to teach bis people that glovious |

i+ Chiristian duty, the returniag of good for evil 7 May
¢ ove - not hope that they who have endured with such

«heroie patience ail the pangs of hunger, disease, antl |

death, may be brouglit to add to their virtues that
one Christian virtue which is pre-eminently divine ?
- Were it only for the sake of their own temporal
well-being Irishimen might well devote themsclves to
pray and labor f{or the conversion of Bngland.,  Were
England a devout Catlplic nation, could she, do we
imagine, continue fo (reat ler sister-island with an
alternation of pity and anger, of liberality and re-
proaches, of fairaess and dishonesty?  Could sle, as
now, be content to do for Ireland only what she dare
not refuse, and receive as infallible truths all those
slanders against her clergy and laity which ofien work
up her heavy, lumboring, practical popular mind into
a very frenzy of rage and vexation? 'W'le first result
+ of the conversion of Lngland, or even of many
Englishmen, .must be a policy of fraternal love,
towards those who of late have suffered almost as
_inuch from the chastising hand of Providence as fram
the senseless fury of mau. _
Nay, without waiting the full answer that might be
- hoped for from such prayers, it is impossible that the
heart of JEngland should not be touched by the sight
“of Irishmen praying for her conversion. Itisa popu-
lar idea, .indeed, with some people, that Protestants
would only be irritated and made more lostile by the
knowledge that Catholics were thus interceding with
God on their behalf. They would take it as an
. insult, it is supposed,and close their ears more angrily
.- than ever fo the voice of divine truth. But this is a
baseless fear.  Amidst all the wrath such prayers
might arouse, the hearts of al] Englishmen who retain
any love for what they know to be noble and Chuis-
_tian would be softened. A man who knows we are
praying for him may be excited to a storm of passion
- if we ‘make a boast to him of our zealous charity, and
" ostentatiously announce o liim oug profound pity for
*, his blindness. But far _different is the inlluence of a
.-knowledge that he is prayed for upon 2 conscientious
; “Protestant, when this prayer comes to his knowledge
‘in. the ordinary way of matter-ol-fact, unobirusive
~intelligenee, and is not rudely thrown into his teeth.
- "That the Protestants of this country would not, at the
- first tidings, be pleased " to hear that the Catholics of
Ireland were with one heart praying for their conver-
‘sion; is very probable ; but that no deep or lasting ill-
-, feelingor increase ‘of prejudice’ wouldf¥e - the result
.-werare sure. " There 'is scarcely an honest man in
. Tingland who would'not feel some little humiliation at
the " sight, and- who. would not after a while: admit
""-that much that was pure, and admirable, and worthy
i of, cherishing, wvas to be fonnd among a people whom
;-.he;had been accustomed to regard as unworthy of his
.. friendsliip, and.fit,only to be ruled with fire and sword.
hat:the ‘prayers-of ‘Ireland would be of especial
efficacy with Almighty God; every Christian must
If there is any prayer, which is acceptable
ist, and “accords with “the spirit of ks

vdolns,

and Irish patriots Lave

| prayers while on earth, it isa sunnlication on hehall
of an enemy. The whole Cliistian world would
searcely present so plorions o sight as that of Trelaud,
trampled on, deceived, starved, and insulted even
when most pitied and most bomtifully aided, never-
theless ecasing not to enfreat the God of nations 1o
have merey upea the band that smote her, and fo
t bend the Tnglish soul to the love and fear of Fimself,
DI there -is any prayer which would be certain 1o
convert Tnglaml, it would be a prayer thns learnt
trom the pattern of the dying Redecmer of the world,
ivho shed his Dlood and ofiered his snpplications for
[ the peesde of this haughty nation as truly as for that
i thicl upon the eross beside Him vpon Culvary.

Tt onght not at the same time to be forgotien, that
[ Lnglish Catholies, from whew prayers for the con-
i version of their connlry are 1o be expected as an
Cobligatory duty, ave sl far from wniting iu (hese
csupplications as they ought to waite.  "With all that
' has heen cffected by the zenl and cgergies of those
i who have deveted themseives to spread this devotion,
cand with all the sanetion and encouragement of the
Cutholic Bishops mnd elergy, it conaot be daubled
Sthat meny are the individeals, aud many tie house-
holds, by whom no special daily prayers are ofered
ap for this great ende To owr efernal shame be it
snaten, thore are even these with whom it wmust be
said that this devetion is what is called wpapalicr.
Persoun] considirations have made seine of us carcless
< {o this parawount duly ; and berause we may not
Jhave altegether approved some of the steps that

- have been taken in its furtheranee, we have forgoiten
that noiling on cavth but incapacity can absolve us
fram Labitoudly caliing upon God for the salvation of
» those who are neavest to us in the ties of patural fesh
fand blocd.  Blay we not, then, hope that the exam-
iple which is already being set before us by many
Pleichwen will stimulate our torpor and awaken . our
‘love; amd that where nothing more can be done, at
i least ong ¢ Hail Mary® will be added to our private
prayers, for il coaversion of our

i or houschold
| beleved comtry ? .
i Apart, however, from the necessity for instant and
jeontifucd prayer, the question as to the made in
swhich the Catholic Clwreh may best aet directly
Yenan (e world around Lier is one which every day
gncquirus a deeper interest.  Wotiderful and glorious
ias are the resulls whieh we have a rizlt to expect
i fram the wnited cries of the faithiul on beha!l of
| Englond, it cannot be denied that these results are to
o certuin exfent, dependent wpon the wisdow of the
system we adopt for opening the eyes of Tnglishmen
io the elvws of the true Church; and the subject
admits of being viewed in so many various lights, that
a few suggestions on one or iwo of its most important
. bearings way not be uninteresting to our readers.
] "To thoughtful minds, indeed, the question will again
| and again oceur: « How ean we convince the yreat
Imass of the people that Catholicisn alone is the true
LGospel of Jesus Clwist?  What are the kind of
| arguments to which the general run of mankind are
‘aceessible?  "What rational and undeniable proof ean
i be adopted, which shall be at ence in- strict confor-
‘mity with the laws of sound reasoning, with the
i capacitics of the various classes of this coustry, and
twith the pure spirit of Christianity itsel{7? Few of
L our readers have not at fimes put some such queries
as these to themselves, and some of them may perhaps
be lardly prepared {or the views we are about to lay
before them as a solution ef the problem. We ven-
ture, nevertheless, to press the subject most earnestly
vpon those who may differ from us, and to entreat
them to give a candid consideration to the remarks
we have to offer. '
Tirst, then, what method for the conversion of
Protestants may we regard as not adapted to the
exigencies of the times and the relative claims of the
Clurch and her adversaries?  Of those systems whiclf
we cannot but account either uscless or mischevous,
the most prominent is that which is commonly termed
controversy. By © controversy” we do not, of course,
‘mean all appeals to the reason, the common sense and
the good feelings of Englishmen ; but that elaborate
argumentation which is based on difficult Scriptural
texts, reeontdite analogies, obseure historical: facts, or
abstruse philological and patristic investigations.—
For the vast mass of mankind—for it must- be
remembered that we are speaking of the many, and
not of* the learned few—all such proofs, we are
convinced, are often worse than a waste of time, foil,
breath and patience. 'We do not believe there exists
a congl;egation in the empire. which is _(except in a
very few instances of its whole number) inteliectually
capable of entering into any such style of afgument.
The" mingled - stupidity and ignorance - of man is
profound. Most men know little ; and they cannot
reason, except in the roughest, simplest way. They
can scize, mare by instinct than on any argumentative
grounds, a broad, mighty principle, and apply it to
themselves, to their neighbors, and to religious; ques-

tions, with a rade, vigorous, and eflective decision.—
"Lhey ccen go straight to the real question involved in
& tliscuswion, when fairly led to it they can think like
men, though not like scholars; they can follow the
path which God has marked out for the poor, thouzh
they we only bewildered by an aceumulation of
carning and a logieal display. But they can no
niere euter inte the {rue merils of what is termed
thealogical controversy, or comprehend a eritienl
inquiry into a mysterious fext, than a village black-
smith could manufacture the wheeds and springs of a
watel, . .

- Great, Indeed, is the error of those who measure
the average inteileets of mankind by theie respecta-
bilitv,  Nen talk of au cddwented congregation, as il
such o tling were not a mere onsis moa desert of
v jrersal ignovance.  \We funey that beeause a con-
wpuution is seell-dressed, therelore its hrainsare cul-
tifated in the same preportion as its garments. The
few, whether clergy or others, who are the really
cducated and  eultured class, olten marvellously over-
rate the facitity with whizh thelr heavers and veaders
gomprenend theur, 250 man can take pains to inves-.
tignte the question for himsell, without learning the
unpleasant truth, that iF the learned and the able are
really to tmake themseives understood, by the gene-
vality of toniind, they must humble themselves to a
level which is Doth painil to their intelfeets and mor-
tifying to their pride.

"
M

We only wish that thnse zenlous persons who
bring to bear upon IMrotestants a Lattery of learned
disquizitions and {reefraguble Scripture proofs, wonld
talre the trouble to inquire liow wueh of il they have
been st the puins to write or to utter, has been tele-
rubly understoud by those for whose Denefit they
have speat all their labors.  VWe wishi that those who
cotertuin o hivh opision of the knowledge and reason-
ing puwers of the well-dressed and gentlemanly por-
tion of socicty, would sitply st up a list ol those of
their achquaintances who can follow the steps of any
£ or ement, who can define what is the real point
under dizcussion, who Lknow when they are properly
answered, and when they ave put off with a deceprive
reply. We should like 10 see drawn up a catalogue
ol the explanations of commen theolagical terms, such
as are necessiwrily used in controversy, by these Pro-
testanis with whom we argue.  As a general rule,
they literwily kuow nothing, whatever, to serve for a
foundation to begin upen,  Lhey ave Jearnt-—sane
of them at least—to talk a sovt of theologieal aib-
berish, and 1o quote texts, under the delusion that they
allix delinite ideas to the words they utter; but be-
yond this, they have little more than a few strong,
thougls vague ideas of morals, tnd of what they sup-
pose to be the claracteristics ol a divine religion and
a troe Chureh.  Aud if we would go diveet to their
licarts, and infuse actual ideas into their minds, we
nuist adopt a fur simpler process than recondite, me-
taphysical, patristie, historieal, or Scvipture reasoning.
We must {ake noble and lowly, rich and poor, on one
common ground, and bear in mind that few persons,
until they beecome Catholics, have really any religious
ideas or definite faith at all.  "They may have a mul-
titude of words and very good intentions, but the
depthi of their positive iguorance is scarcely credible
to those who have not made the ineapacity of man
their special study. .

If, however, eclaborate controversy fails {o com-
mand the obedience of Englishmen, still less will they
yield to personalities and ‘irritating sarcasms. Not
that satire, and an exposition of the follies and abuses
of Prolestantism, is not at times a most eclleclive
weapon in the hands of the Catholic ; but that, for
the most part, attacks vpon the clergy and the eler-
ay’s wives, exhibitions of the absurdities of their pro-
{essed ereed, and abuse: of them as willul, stupid; and
God-hating heretics, serve only 1o give scandal, and
to arm their already prejudiced feclings with a triple
armour of sell-justifying indignation.  Perceiving
as e do,-the hollowness of every shape of Pro-
testantisim, its inconsistencies, its self-deceptions, its
worldliness, and its Pharisaism, it is difficult Jor us
to realise the amount of wrath and disgust which re-
sult from our ruthless displays of its ieakness-and
follics. Nothing demands a greater care and delicacy
than the convincing a man of his own sins, ignoraice,
or stupidity. - "I'rue though'it be, that he is outrage-
ously sinful, ignorant, and stupid, we shall never sue-
ceed in opening bis eyes to his condition, if we adopt
a mode of proof which is tantamount to saying, « Sir

to look truth in the face, and your religion is all hy-
pocrisy and deceit.” These unpleasant truths must
be gently .- insinuated ; they wnvst-be well oiled with
‘courtesy and consideration ; they must be urged in
the way of calm disquisition, and in-appeals to an ad-

love of truth, to hisfear of. God; and to his veneration
for Christianity.” Al this, indeed, requires so nice a
care and tact, that it scarcely ever happens that what

you are incapable of reasoning, you are too dishonest:

versary’s good qualities, to his sense of justice, to-his

we may call the personalitics of controversy do not
work far more mischicf than good. )

Again, England will never he converted by the
mere cutward show of the splendor of Catholic wor-
ship.  Admirable and natwal as is all that magnifi-
cence df ceremonial and artistic decoration with which
the Chureh delights to approach her God, we may
rest assured that the Jnglish naticd is not in a state
to regard this external beauty asa proof that she
alone is the true spouse of Jesus Clwist.  Protestants
will peither be conciliated, nor convineed, nor yet
scandalised by it. They will quietly put it aside, as
not being the veal test of truth and error.  If we ob-
trusively theust it forward, and entreat them to come
and view owr gorgeous rites, {hey will count them
either as a subtle snare or atheatrical speetacle. T,
on the other hand, they see ws paying litte heed to
the proprieties of divine service, and neglecting its
glovy, when it is really in our power to adorn it,
they will despise us, i neither case will it convince
them that ours is the one true Claech. Tt will serve,
indeed, the purpose of altracting them to leok on and
see what we doj but i we depend npon any such
means for finally making them Catholics, most wofully
shall we be deceived.  ISnglish common sense knows
perfeethy well ihese two great’Catholic truths, viz. ,
that splendor of worship is no part of the essence
of spiritual veligion, and also that it 7s the right and
natural weseelt ol spivitual veligion, when it does not in-
terfere with higher duties.  Therefore, let us never
for ane noment fallin with the cant of the fircligious,
and pretend that we do not love the splendor of the
house of Giod, or admit that the gorgcousness of
Catholic ceremonial is in the faintest degree unfa-
vorable (o the devotion of the heart; Lut let us be-
ware of making  Protestants inagine that we build
superh clrelies, and arrange long-diawn processions,
and lift up our voices in captivating strains, in order
to please tiem, or for any other reason whatsoever,
exeept the true one, numely, that the soul which loves .
God must delight to serve Him with all its facultios
ol both body and soul, and with all the gifts of grace
and benuty whicllle has bestowed wpon us in this
lower world.  So long as they hehold us adorning
the service of the Lord, for such a maiive as this,
they will be constrained te admit its undeniable ex-
cellence, and it will need no lengthy argument to
teach them that their own meagre and (rigid worship
nist be the product of a questionable ereed.  Bar
the moment that they detect us in thinking of them,
and not of God and of surselves, in our clalorate ci-
remonial awd costly buildings, that moment will they
feel more convineed than ever, that ¢ Rowanism®™is
a religion of the senses and not of the licart, and a
snave rather than a blessing to the soul,

(1o be continued.)

CATHOLIC CONVENTS AND PROTEST-
ANT CALUMNIATORS.

The obscure dotard who represents West Surrey
lias been attempling to vindicate himself from the .
charge of having, on a Iate memorable occasion,
spoken disrespectfully of her whom the Angel saluted
as “1ull of grace,” and whom zll nalions calt
“ Blessed.”  L'lis shows that even Mr. IXemry
Drummond is, upon cool reflection, less of a blasphe-
mer than the first Minister of the Crown and the
Spealzer of the 1louse of Commons, e, in the fury
of rampant bigotry, let fall infamous words, of which
be is now ashamed and repents at ‘leisure : they, in
the eoolness of mere auditors, upheld the excited .
blasphemer, and deliberately sanctioned his gross
delinquency.  We accept his repudiation of the
language too truly attributed to him, asan apelagy to
society for the scandal he liad given by his- horrible
allusions to the Mgther of God; but we question if -
this recantation, will. raise his character among the
Evangelical Protestants of this country., The hatred
borne by these to the Blessed Virgin is really incredi-
ble; it is absolutely satanic. . We have . been
astounded by the sentiments and the Janguage which. -
of late we have {requently heard drop from the lips
of Protestants—Episcopalians as well as Dissenters— -
on this subject; and it is our solemn conviction that
Mr. Drummond’s ferocious invective fell far short of ..
the feelings of the Evangelicals. LT

That worthy person does not, however, withdraw.
or disayow his infamous calumnies upon Catholie
convents. He still brands as ¢ prisons or: brothels?” .
institutions' in which ladies of the ‘pm‘ést'; fame, the .
strongest mind, lhe noblest character, devote them-
selves to tlie service of their Redeémer, and the -
instruction of female youths in those fine arts and "
‘elegant accomplishments which adorn ‘society...- This..
man—and. he"is but the type of a very numerous-.
class in_this" country—conceives that tlie burden of i
‘the Lord cannot be light, nor His' yoke-sweet; “and
that vows of chastity, offefed to Ged; connot'bé kept: *

Ie, doubtless judges by: his own experience;, and- he’ b
cannot pronounce all - Cathalie: ladies impure, without .. .



