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o (From the Dublin Review.)
(CONTINUED.)

< Complaints are frequend; n}nde ahout the
ignorance of the Trish populatien in England, and
it cannot, we believe, be denied, that there is a
true foundation for these complaints. They are
‘often, no donbt, exaggerated. The ignorance is
not so great as is sometimes supposed. For it
raust be borne in mind that a large proportion of
the Irish poor have Jearnt their religion through
| the medium of the Irish language. Tt is the
tongue in which they both think and pray. Eng-
lish s to them a foreign language, and while they
are speakiag it, they are really translating Irish
jdioms into Saxon forms of speech. Hence it
may very often, and very naturally, happen that
they do not understand an English expression, or
an  English question, whereas, were tbe same
things said (o them in Irish, they could at once
reply to it. This gives them, at times, an ap-
pearance of being ignorant of thmis which they
ought to know, and which they do know in their
uative language. It is only fair to mentiou this,
and unless those who have to deal with them bear
this in mind, they will be constantly committing
serious mistakes, and be unwittingly doing them
a wrong and an injury.  Still it must be acknow-
ledged that you sometimes encounter cases where
the religious instruction has been very superficial
and inadequate. There has been a want of ac-
curate catechetical teacling, and it would seem
as if no attempt bad been made to do more than
instruct them ir those inatters wlich are abso-
lutely necessary to be known. From this want
of instruction they suffer in a thossand ways, for
ignorance is the parent of vice. It is ignorance
which lcads to drunkenness and other vicious pro-
pensities. - It is ignorance which fills our prisons
with men, women, and bo¥s. It is ignorance
which breaks out into anger, passion, and fight-
ing. Itisignorance which leads parents to ne-
glect their children, and children to disobey their
parents, and which leads both to triflé with their
faith, to réceive brbes from the proselytizers,
and to apostatize from the Catholic Church.—
Whenever you meet with drunkenness, fighting,
and apostasy, as a general rule, you see the
signs and the effects of ignorance; and if you
would check and stop the former, it must be by
doing all in your power to remove the latter.—
And there is this great advantage in dealing with
the Irish-people.  They are quick and intelligent,
they posscss retentive memories; they have an
aptitnde for learning, and it always gives them
pleasure to place themselves under instruction.
They set a high value upon such education as is
within tleir reach, and they often make many
sacritices in order to secure it. Fence there is
ao great difficulty in persuading them to submit
to mstruction, and still less in fixing it upon their
minds. We can say with perfect truth, that
were the Irish thorauglly grounded and systema-
tically catechised in Christian doctrine, they
would take their proper vank as one of the most
intelligent people in Europe.
%It is sometines urged as a defect in the Irish
Catholic - mind that there is little apparent devo-
tion ‘to the Blessed Sacrament ; that many on
coming into a church will scarcely genuflect be-
fore the altar, and seldom think of making a visit
to Him who dwells thereon. But this complaint
must be received with certain qualifications.—
That there is amoog the more uneducated and
less instructed of the Irish poor, au absence of
such. devotion to the Blessed Sacrawmnent, as we
commonly meet with in foreign. countries, must,
we fear, be admitted ; but then the reason evi-
dently is, because it has never been evoked.—
Most of these people come from the country
parts of Ireland, and in the country chapels the
Blessed Sacrament is rarely reserved. These
‘chapels are, for the most part, closed from Sun-
- day to Sunday, like the Protestant churches;
and they are within bare, unadorned, and some-
times even unprovided with a tabernacle in which
' “the Sacrament could be reserved. This bas most
probably ‘arisen from the missionary and pro-
visional condition of the Irish Church, and from
the difficully of guarding the Blessed Sacrament
- When the priest’s residence happens to be far from
‘his church. But it is suficient to account for
“this apparent defect of devotion to the Holy Sa-
crament'of the Altar. We say apparent, be-
:cause it results from a mere want of education,
of the opportunity to call it forth, and not from
.any.want of faith. The vast number of frequent
communicants among the poor in their own coun-
t")' 5.a0d in England, are proofs that they not
,only.:believe, but appreciate, and cherish, and
‘f.ﬁ‘?d “great”'consolation in' the Real Presence of
- Jesus upon earth. . Another proot ‘that this de-
ion only: requires®o be drawn out and edu-
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. May be.gathered 'from the undoubted -fact; - that
_‘.':‘.t.!!?‘tl:i:gén_f;inﬁ"gﬂuction of the Quarant Oré "into
" the, churches of Dublin bas elicited an amount of
v==-.d.§§"0ti.bn “to .the Most Holy. Sacrament, which
" Mmight challenge competition with that ‘exhibited
1 any other part of the Catholic world. Be-
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:tated in order to manifest its depth and its reality,

sides, we must remember that there are really
very few opportunities for rich or poor, to make.
daily visits to ‘the Blessed Sacrament. The
churches are few in number, and sometimes in
remole and inconventent situations; while the
hard necessities of daily occupatioft and labor fill
up every moment of time, so that even where
there is the will there nay not be the way.—
Morever, the age and the country in which we
live are both of them adverse to devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament. Our life is a restless dis-
quietude. It is a life of great material energy
and activity, of eagerness to get on, of haste to
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you will now and then meet with bright exam-
ples to the contrary. You will meet with very
earnest women, who take great care to bring up
their children well, instruct them in their prayers,
bring them to confession, keep thew from the
heretical schools, watch over their daughters,
preserving them from loose companions and dan-
gerolls influences, and who labor with much zeal
for the conversion of their unbelieving husbands.
But in general it is not so. In general they be-
come debased anif degraded, the miserable butts
and the wretched slaves or their besotted
busbands ; while occasionally they come out in

become rich, and of throbbing, feverish, mental
excitement. There is one word which will fitly
describe the anxious and busy life of an English-
man in the nineteenth century, and that word is
Restlessness.  And there is nothing which ren-
ders men more incapable of tranquil contempla-
tion, and of quiet prayer before the Blessed Sa-
crament, than the busy, restless life, which the
temper and the necessities of the times imposes
upon rich and poor alike. Any thing which
would act as a restraint upon this busy, feverish
slate of existence, and which would train the
young and the old to make reparation to Jesus
Christ by daily visits to the Blessed Sacrament,
would be an inestimable gain to the Church and
saciety ; for after all, the great power which up-
holds religion and conquers the world is prayer ;
and when the hands of the Catholic people are
constantly uplifted in prayer, in the very pre-
sence of their God, the world is impotent to do
them any real harm ; heresy trembles and is put
to confusion in its strongholds, souls are rescued
from the delusions of the devil, and the glory of
Giod is more and more extended upon earth.

# A great excuse is to be made for those mixed
marriages which frequently take place between
Irish Catholic girls and Protestant laborers and
small artizans. It is certainly a great matter in
a temporal point of view f{or a poor girl who
comes over to this country, without parents or
relations, to secure for herself a permanent home,
where, whatever her other trials may be, she is
at all events preserved from dangers and tempta-
tions to which she would be inevitably exposcd.
The children of such marriages, as we have said
before, are always baptized in the Catholic
Church, and therr mothers will undergo great
hardships in order to procurc lor them this privi-
lege.  Sometimes, also, if they be carnest and
well conducted Catholics, the wives sueceed in
effecting their husband’s reconciliation to the
Church, and we belicve that where this effect
does not follow, it arises, in the majority of in-
stances, from the fact that the women are utterly
carcless about their religious duties, or are too
profoundly ignorant to command the respect 2nd
attention of their partners. Perhaps the great
majority ol these men have no religion at all.—
They know no doctrine, nor prayers, nor religi-
ous rule of life. 'They rarely are szen to enter
any place of worship, unless on some odd occa-
sion they accompany their wives to Mass or Be-
nediction. They ave indeed as prejudiced and as
bigoted as their neighbors against the Catholic
Church, but in spite of these prejudices they are
not always inaccessible to better influences.—
‘They share with the body of their countrymen
an undefined curiosity to 1aquire and learn about
the Clurch, and they have a favorable impres-
sion of its spirit of almsgiving, and of its mo-
therly care of the poor. Often, too, they bave
a superstitious fear of the priest, and sometimes
a latent bebef in his divine mission. 1ence we
are inclined to believe thatin many cases the
blame of their remaining unreconciled to the
Church must be laid to the charge of their wives.
If these latter were diligent in fulfilling their own
religious obligations, observant of prayer, zeal-
ous for the Church, and careful to set a good ex-
ample, many of thesc mixed marriages would
bave a bappier result than is at present the case.
But however this be, it is the fact, that in the
majority of instances these mixed marriages en-
tail upon the women nothing but sin and misery.
They are prevented from attending Mass, be-
cause they must remain at home on the Sunday
to prepare their busband’s late breakfast and
early dinner ; and as le is utterly indifferent to
religious observances, he soon compels his wife
to be the same. Not unfrequently these men
are addicted to hard drink, and then they waste
the substance that should bave been laid out 1n
‘the support of their families; and when they af-
terwards cannot obtain all the ercature comforts.
to which they are accustomed, they give vent to
their spleen by the ill-treatment of their wives,
whom they regard as belonging to an inferior and
a lower caste in society. The children having
such examples continually before them at home,
grow up as may be imagined. They bave neither
faith nor morals. . Beptized in. the- Catholic
religion, their religious training is eitber altoge-
ther neglected, or they are sent by their fathers
to the national schools, there to be indoctrinated
with the Protestant heresy. Upon the ' whole,
the class of Irish women who are married to Pro-

testant husbands are among the most hopeless of
all who belong to the Chureh. Itistrue that

the character of persons aspiring to ¢ gentility,’
who are consequently ashamed of, or indifferent
to, their faith; and of all forms of Irish nation-
alty preserve us from Irish ¢ gentility

¥ But if any over-zealous admirer of the Irish
poor would have his faith in their good qualities
put to the severest test, he inust make an excur-
sion into those parts of England where the hops
are gathered in the months of August, Septem-
ber, and October, The Irish have a positive
mania for hop-gathering. Itis a wild and unre-
strained kind of life which seems to give them
intense pleasure. It is, as they suppose, a short
and expedite mode of laying up such a sum of
money as will keep them going during the severe
months of the winter. Consequently they flock
in great numbers to the hop district from all
parts of England, but especially from Bristol,
Norwich, Brighton, and London. We believe
that there are fewer importations {rom I[reland
now than there used to be formerly. They put
up in barns, sheds, out-houses, in fact, in any
place where they can erect a covering to pre-
serve them from the wind and rain. You will
find the men, women, and childrer of cight or
ten families all occupying the same room, or ra-
ther the same shed, with neither chair nor table,
nor luxury of the humblest kind, and with no
more costly couch than a wisp of clean straw.—
Such situations are not favorable to the discharge
of religious duties, nor do they tend to develop
civilization. 'They are too {requently scencs of
drinking, quarrelling, and swearing, but we be-
lieve, rarely, of any gross immoralities. Yet
even here you must bear in smind the Divine pre-
cept, not to judge according to the outward ap-
pearances. Ior in these nuserable sheds, and in
the midst of these curious groups of apparently
half civilized beings, you will find many and
many a soul dear to God, and living in the un-
broken enjoyment of His Jove. You will find
many well conducted women and girls against
wham the breath of calumny cannot be raised,
and whose diligent use of the Sacraments is
worthy of all commendation. You will find many
a little boy from the Oratorian schools of com-
passion, or {rom the borough, or Webb street,or
the Commercial-road, whom the angel of God
has kept pure and innocent in the midst of his
abject poverty. We inust not judge the poor
too harshly, nor suppose that indifference to ma-
terial comfort necessarily betrays the presence of
a low and corrupt interior. It is no part of our
theology that outward comfort any more than
outward cleanliness is akin to godliness. No
doubt, the fact of different families crowding to-
gether into the most wretched barns, is often at-
tended with danger to morals, and is always more
or less a hindrance to piety ; but how can it be
helped? The poor must live. They must lay
up, if they can get it, for the bardships of the
approaching winter. The hops Jikewise must be
gathered, and we must therefore tolerate the
evils which cannot aitogether be removed. 'The
most that can be done is to endeavor to mitigate
these evils, by the presence and the control of
religion. It wouldbe a great gain to the Church,
if sufficient funds could be got together and
placed at the disposal of the Bishop of tle Dio-
cese, with a view to the opening of a mission in
the town of Maidstone, which is in the very
centre of the hop district. " A permanent chapel
and a resident priest would give these people the
opportunity of attending to the obligations of their
faith, and in this way would operate in checkiny
many scandals and evils that are at present un-
controlled. Some such plan we have been in-
formed, was actually set on foot a few years
since through the instrumentality of a distin-
guished convert, who had thea just given up, for
God’s sake, a rich'benefice in the neighborhood ;
but it came to nought through the want of mo-
ney, and through the want of priests. But there
is no reason why the attempt should not be re-
newed. There are few places where a new mis-
sion is more needed, and where its effects upop
the people would be more beneficial.

“In our judgment, the most dangerous and
unsatisfactory part of the Irish character is their
hasty "and passionate disposition. As they ex-
press it themselves, they are very ¢ near their
passion ;» and ia this, as in many .others, they
bear a strong resemblance to a southern race.—
This sudden violence of temper lcads them into
a thousand scrapes from which a cooler and more
self-possessed people would be free. . It leads

them at tunes to the committal of acts which ap-
pear to be more criminal and malicious than they

are in reality. For like inadmeu, when one of
these fits of anger seizes upoun them, they lose
all self-control.  They become beside themselves
with ungovernable rage and wild revenge. Like
hot-headed children they fly on a sudden isto a
violent passion, deal blows all around, injure, it
may be, their best friends, and when they come
to their senses again, are extremely sorry for
their faults, and extremely peritent for what they
have done. But it must always be remembered
that (1) that these fits of unlicensed nassion arg
more likely to seize upon those who havé not
been properly instructed and trained; and (2)
that they are very seldom so abundoned to their
rage as to refuse to listen to the mediation of the
priest, and to be assuaged and calnied by his ad-
monitions. This fault, therefore, is by no means
beyond the reach of cure. Religious influences
can be brought to bear upon them, and they are
very seldom used without success.

“ But the favorite and uriversal accusation
orought against the Trish, is that of 2 disregard
to truth, and we suppose that we should be
charged with the same fault, if we did not allow
them to be brought in guilty. The charge, then,
is true, so far as it implies the existence in the
people of a suspicious temperainent which makes
them, first of all, think why you have asked them
such or such a question, before they venture to
make you a reply. And this suspicious tempera-
ment is partly a patural characteristic of the
race, and it is partly the eflect and the offspring
of long misgovernment and oppression. The
Irish have long been accustomed to look with
distrust upon the acts of those above them, even
when those acts have had all the appearance of
springing from a real desire to do them good.—
And the plain reason is, because at home their
landlords, the Protestant clergy, and the govern-
ment, have rarely held out a helping hand to them,
without having some ulterior and selfish object in
view. Either they wished to get ril of them
from their propertics, or they were seeking to
undermine their faith, or were attempting Lo rob
them of some poltical right; on this account,
suspicion is natural to this class of Irish, and sus-
picion inevitably leads to equivocution and false-
hood. Ti inust, however, be borne i wmind that
there is an essential difference between the ordi-
nary Protestant notions on the subject of vera-
city, and the true doctrine on that most unpor-
tant question of moral theology. There is a vast
amount of phraseology which to Irotestant Eng-
land would be churacterised as smiply false, which
in the Catholic estimale is cither mistatemvat of
the most venial description, or is no fault at all,
or is a positive duty under certain circiunstances.
The Irish, no doubt, deal targely in this sort of
deceptive or evasive language.  They we also,
as every one knows, » highly imuginative people,
and often represeat subjects ratber in the form
which they assume in their own minds, than ac-
cording to the literal facts of the case, as tested
by a more rigorous and prosaie standard:

“ Agaig, the charge is true, so far as it is con-
fined to the very ignorant and very uninstructed.
But it is pot true, to any scrious estent, if it be
brought azainst those who are carcful and con-
scientious about their religious dutics. Such
persons are as scrupulous about telling truth, as
the most rigid Saxon could wish thewm to be ; and
you very seldom {ind them transgressing the real
bounds of truth and falsehood. Dut here we must
request those who are the most severe in their
censures of the Trish poor on this point, to have
the goodness to look a little nearer home. A
straightforward and honest regard for material
truth—i.¢., for truth in the natural order, has
always heen one of the good natural qualities of
the Iongfish ; and as it is no part of our object,
to run down a great nation, we cheerfully and
gladly pay our tribute of admiration to this at-
tractive feature in the Anglo-Saxon character.
But at the same time, it must, in fairness, he
stated, that at the presont day, tither this wood
quality occupies a less promineut place in the na-
tional character than it used to occupy, or else
it is grievously overlaid by the mischief of a false
vivilization. We see this quality of a honest
and straightforward regard for truth of the natural
order, in little Eaglish children, who are perhaps
the finest children (a the world, and of whom we
cannot help feeling with St. Gregory of old—
Angli winam Angeli. But it disappears as
they grow up, ai.d when they come to mix in the
world, and to take their place with men, it very
often vanishes altogether. Witness, for example,
the false returns that are made every year to the
commissioners of the income iax, and what are
these, but so many deliberate falsehoods and
lies? Witness agaio, the frauds that are con-
tinually coramitted in trade, the adulteration of
food, and the various impositions practised upon
the public by tradesmen and shopkeepers. Or
to take examples of another kind, read the news-

papers, - observe with what unscrupulous coolness (

the most prominent journals color or deny facts,
and diffuse calumnies, whenever. a purpose is to
served by doing so, whenever it is judged expe-
dient to malign’the character of a foréign sove-
reign, or to. misrepresent the cohduct and motives
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of the Catholic Hierarchy. Observe too bow
members of Parliameat will vote black white,
and white black, in order to please their consti-
tuents, to support or oppose the Government, and
to secure their scats. Observe too with what
eagerncss the public mind will seize upon the
most unlikely falsehood against an chnoxious per-
son or an obnoxious creed, believe it readily, pass
it from mouth to moutb, reproduce it in a thou-
sand different forms, and yet refuse to receive its

confutation, however carnestly urged upon them ;

and lastly, witness the surptising cooluess with
which the Protestant clergy, in order lo gaip
credit for themselves, or to screen tlemselves
from the charge of ¢ Popery,” will bear grave and

deliberate false witness against the Catbolic
Church; how men iwv the highest positions in the

Anglican Church, who Lave many Catholic rela-
tions, and who cannot, therefore, plead the ex-
cuse of ignorance, Hippantly put forth in their
speeches and their writings, the most absurd and
the most calumnious statements about ¢ Rorme,)’
which the least diligence, or the slightest desire
to kuow the truth, would prevent them from as-
serting. T'hese things are not eonsidered to be
offences against the truth, simply becuuse they

are so common ; but the fact that they are com-

mon cammot alter their wtrinsic malice.  They

are, in fact, crimes of a deep dye.  They are

falschoods of a far graver character than aty-
thing that usually falls from the lips of an unlet-
tered Trish peasant. They are sios of ¢ fulse
witness, lying, and slandering’ against the oni: and
only Chureh of God, and as such, whatever men
may think of them, they ave recorded in the
book of the Divine judgments.  In passing sen-
tence, therefore, upon the untruthiul propeasi-
ties of the Trish poor, we must uot lose sight of’
the xpirit of reckless disregard to truth, when-
ever interost or prejudice stands i the way,
which ix extensively prevalent amongst all classes
in this countey 3 and il we inust say which is the
graver sin, the most offensive to God, auvd the
most hurtful to man, we must acknowledge it to
he that which earries a lying-spirit inta these wo-
mentous matters which affect the ligher and
graver interests of mankind.”

(1o ba coacluded in our nort.)

SECOND LETTER OF
REV. DR. CAHILL
ON THE MAYXOOTH CRANT.
Rallyroan Cotlage, Jan 28, 1857.

No matter what the wrdent friends of May-
nvoth may say in reference (o the anticipated
failure of the approaching motion of Spoorer in
the House of Commons, it is cerfain that a pow-
erful wnti-Maynooth combination has been orga-
nised, wad that a fannidable effort will be mnade
to wrain a raajority agaiust the grant.  [tis idle
to tull of the opposition which Ireland can raise,
w order to overtlhrow or delay the contemplated
measuce of the eneiies of Catholivity: we have
no party: we have no power. 'We have one or
two splendid orators: fuithful servants : honest,
honorable men : but what can logic do agninst
higotry 7 1low rcan eloquence move the deaf?
How can thunder raise the dead? If Grattan,
and Tlvod, and Curran, snd O’Conncll, spoke
from one mouth, in the united, resistless power of
their boiling patriotisin ‘and conswmning oratory,
it would produce no more effeet af this moment,
in softening the hearts of the enemics of reland
in the House of Commons than an eruption of
Vesuvius would have in dissolving the: ice on the
Appenines.  They will listen, look on, remain
quiet to the end of the most vivid, fiery, mclh‘ng
ovation of Treland, without their feelings heing
raised ‘the one-hundreth part of a degree beyond
the freezing point of Anglican insensibility to our
wronzs. It any imparlial Irishman listen but
one month to the discussiou of Trish questions in
the British Senate : and T undertake to say that
the greatest enemy ol O'Connell and of his policy
must honestly exclaim, “'That although the Re-
peal of the Act of Union can ncver be accom-
plished, there is no other hope of obtaining jus-
tice to Treland.” No, we have no party in the
Legislature in the coming debate on Maynooth :
our nationa! contentions, our tealousics, our divi-
sions, have made us powerless, and hence we are
au casy prey (o the watchful, combined force of
the enemy. S o

The present Cabinel may make a show ol op-
position, in order to keep up the instinclive, un-
changeable character of Whigs: to cover their
deceit by a well-prepared farce of indignant elo-
quence in favor of Maynooth, and to conceal
their own bigotry by-a barmless show of sarcasm
against Exeter Hall. - But:the increasing. power
of ‘immitigable Presbytérianism and . Methodism,
added to the feéars ‘of the' approaching geceral:
election, will thin the numbers of even this show
of ‘ministerial opposition, and will have the effect
if other new clements are not ‘brought into ac-
tion) of rendering“Spooner’s:motion .a successful, -

‘reality of casy attaiament:. -

t ,

"'Of what use--are a‘rgum‘e‘nts».i':;mi bnlhznt
speeches in such an ‘assembly and-insuch agrisis:2
' ep ‘injustice. more"palpable:

Noni, except to render

.



