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THE JURY ROOM.
u §weet masters be at accord I"—As You Like It

1t was during the Assize weck of an impertant
city in the South of Ireland, thata grave looking
gentleman dressed in a sober suit of brown and
Petershaw top coat, was observed riding with a
somewhat Inquisitive air through the dense 'crowds
who thronged the open space be_fore‘the city and
county Gourt-house, Everything in his appearance
announced a person of good senseand prudence.
His dress was neither too good for the road nor too
mean for the weaver's rank &s jndicated by his de-
meanour; his bat was decent, but evidently not hig
best; a small spotted shawl folded cravat-wise,
protected his throst and ears from the rather moist
and chilly aic of an early Irishspring. A pair of
doe-gkin caps, er over-alls, buttoned on the knees
defended those cssential hinges of the low2r man
«from the danger of contracting any rheumatic rust
in the open air ; while gloves of the same material
and top beots neatly fozed, evinced in the extreml-
ties of the wearer's person the same unmion of
economy, and just sufficient attention to appear-
ances, which was observnble in all the rest of his
attire,

The countenance Jikowise was ong which at the
fitst glatice, attracted the respect and contidence of
the bebolder. It was marked by & certain air of
good will and probity of character, with duo con-
gclousness of the owner's pesition in life, and an
expression which seemed intimate thathe would
not be willingly deficient in what was duse to others
nor readily forfeit .any portion of what was fairly
owing to himself, .

As jsusually the case when a stranger makes his
appearance amid an idie crowd, all eyes were fixed
Tpon him as ho leisurely walked his horse toward a
small hotel which stood at o little distance from the
Court-bense. Glving the bridle te the hostler, with
the easy air of one who seldom hurries about any-
thing, and of the two feels less satisfaction in mo-
tion than in reat, he alighted, and after desiring, in
what seemed an English accent, that the haerse
should not be fed, until he had leisure, himself, to
visit theanimal in thestall, he drew of his gloves,
looked up and down the street, then up at the sky,
where the clouds seemed just deliberating whether
they would rain or no, took off his bat, inspected it
all over thrust his gloves into the pocket of his

. groat coat, and finally entered the coffee-room. It
may seem trifling to mention all these motions of
the traveller with so mnch precision, but not one of
them was lost upon the intelligent observers in the
street, who doubtless would not have employed a
thing 6o valuable as time im watching the move-
ments of an entire stranger, if there wera not some-
thing very important, though still a mystery to them

. Inevery turn he took. ' . "~ _ ‘

The coffee-room was at this instant the scene of &
very animated discussion, It needed onlysa few
minutes standing at the fire, and lending an ear oc-

. -casionally to what weat forward, to render the grave
. looking gentlman gomewhat curious to know more
of theaffaiv at issue, - Someé asked with sparkling
eyes ¥ whather 'the Penal Code waa to be . re-enaot-
_ed?” - Othera.talked of the  enlightened age in
“which we live,” and said'very often that ¢ the days
“had gone by when the people could. be.trampled on
with impunity! ~ Others who séemed of an opposite

ing, -talked with eqiial v

! ehemence o
es,"

. ‘way ‘of think
w the dark'a

listened to. His eyes at length alighted onthat of a
middle-aged quiet-looking person, who sat on one
side of the firs with half-closed eyes, a newspaperin
his hand, and an expression on his counterance as
if he was rather amused thap interested by whai
was going forward. Oz hearing the stranger’s ques-
tion, he civilly Inidaside the paper, and turning his
person toward the fire, said with asmile:

“«It appears you are but mewly amived, sir,
or you woauld have no necessity to ask that ques-
tion.”

 You are quite right ; I wasneverin the town be-
fore the 1nst quarter of an hour.”

«That is evident by your kuowing nothing of
the affair which hus kept the whole city and county
likcwise ina state of commetion during the last
fortnight.”

“ Bless me |—some conspiracy discevered 7"

& Not exactly.’

% Some appelling murder, then ?—some clergy-
man shot on account of tithes ?—or perhaps ar afliay
butween ihe peasantry and police?”

“ Why, sir,” replied the quiet looking gentleman
still smiling, “after all your grand conjectures, I
confess I am ashamed to tall you the exact truth
it must cat so paltry a figure in the comparison.
Butif you be an Englishman as I suppose, [the
stranger bowed] andon a tower of plessure [the
stranger shook his head] or business—[the stranger
protruded bis lips and lifted his eye brows with a
half dissenting air)—er both perhaps united [the
stranger nolded his head as if to say, “ you have
gone nearer to the moark,] and are desirous of
currying home with you some notion of the state of
society in this country, [another nod of assent] the
circumstance may be werth your bearing, You
should know in the first place, that in every city
town, and village in Ireland, from the mteropolis
down tothe pettiest municipality that is kept in
order by a few police and a court of petty sessions,
there are two parties, who between them comtinue
to keep socicty in one continual uproar. Now in
such a state of things, if there be any dirgrace to
neutrality, I confess there are some few besides my-
self who make a principle of incurring it. Itis not
that I am inaensible to the good or evil being of the
country that gives me bread, but I hate both bigo-
try and balderdash, and as it seems impossible to
meddle in pablicaffairs and at the same time steer
a clear course between the oneand the other with
any chance of being attended te, I content myself
with doing whatever little good T can ina guivt
way, and feel inclined rather to be amused by the
vehemence ofoothers than to be induced to imitate
them ”

“Since you are so moderate,” said the stranger,
#T will not fear wounding your nationality by eay-
ing that you have just uttered the most rational
speech I have heard since Y arrived in Ireland”

¥ Ab, you kaow that the compliment;to my per-
sonal vanity is sufficient to cover any umbrage I
miglit feel on the score of country. However, s0 it
is. Well—out of such & state of affairs, it arises,
that every mole-hill between the parties ie magnifi-
ed into an Olypmus—The local newspapers teem
with rumours, with national misdecds upon the side
And ready contradictions of thoe “foul calumny” upen
the -other, foras you may have observed since you
entered the room, neither party is deficient in vigour
of [anguage, Then there are meetings and counter-
mectingg—letters frem * Veritag” © Eye-Witness,
“Victor,” ! Fair-Play,” “Lovers of Truth,” and
uJevers of Justice,” the most of whom proveeach
other ,to deserve any character, rather than that
which their signature assumes. * Veritas” 15 shown
to bea hired official, whom nobody could trust;
# Eye Witness” to have been ffty miles away at the
time the occurrence took placel ¢ Victor” toBe a
constant resident in the neighborhood he affects to
have visited with the impartiality of o disinterested
traveller: ® Fair Play” to be a notoriously one-sided
partizan, and the whele bunch of loverg of truth,
and lovers of juatice, to be remarkable amongst all
their acquaintances for the totalabsence of those
qualities .I declare to you, though I love my coun-
tty, and am not, in the habit of carrying auy scnti-
ment to an extreme, when I consider such a state of
society, and the total absence of peace and happi-
ness which itinvolves, I am often tempted to turn
heretic to the ® enlightened opinions of the age,”
and lopg for a good stout despotism, which would
compel them all to hold their tongues. But what
has all this to do with the question you nsked me?
you shall judge for yourself, and probably you will
see no great apparent cennection when I tell you
that all you have heard, relates toa trial for breach
of promise of marriage which has been this moment
calfed on in our court house,

. Breach of promise I" exclaimed the stranger.

«1t is s fact, I assure you. The parties are un-
happily of the opposite factions—not that I believe
either the lady or gentleman care much whether
they break their eggs at the big or little end, and,
indeed, it is generally supposed that the affair would
have been long since arranged in the happiest man-
ner for both were it left in their own hands. But
the gentleman, againat his better will has been led
to nct unhandsomely by his friends of one party,
and the lady, against her inclination lao, has been
moved to cemmence law proceedings by her friends
who are of another side, and 8o the town has been
all alive in expectation of the result, and the court-
house is thronged with partisans who see a great
deal-more in the case than a mere suit at nisi prius,
Challenging has run so high that counss] have been
already compelled to pray a Zales) = L.

Stimulated rather by s geners] fealing of curiosity
than moved by any particular laterest in the suit at
issue, tho stranger, after politely th}ﬂdng the quiet
gentleman for his oivility, put on his hat and walked
out in the direction of.the court-house, - There was
somethiog in his appearance which opened a way for
him thiough the crowd, and: the police and bailiffs
were seen to push aside all the country péople with
the butis of their carbines, and hold- the little iron.

f | gate-ways open-as-he drew. migh. -Afier listening.
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to a landing place on which he could perceive seve-
ral doers, leading in diffvrent directions. One of
those by some unaccountable pegleet stood a-jar at
the present wmoment. It would appear that if the
grave-looking stranger had a foible it was that for
which the tender hearted wife of Bluebeard was so
near forfeiting her life. The silence of the place,
the mystery of g0 much bustle and confusion, and
the tompting air of that which stood invitingly half
open, provoked his curiosity with a degree of force
which he bad not firmness to resist. He pushed in
the door. All wag silent inside. The room had a
bare, and scantily farnished app-arance, A painted
deal table steod in the cenfre, on which werr seat-
trred soma paper, pens and fnk. Near it, ircegu-
larly placed, stood one or two wooden forms and a
few chairs. On the ride of the chamber npposite to
the door by which he had entered, wasa w'ndow,
dim with dust, which looked out upon the narrow
and ill-paved back strees of the city. A neglected,
though still folerable fire burned in the capacions
grate, In onc corner was n lurge pross or deuble
cup-hoard inserted into the wall, the upper por-
tion of which was locked, Not so the lower in
whicl the inquisitive strangor only observed a few
ncts of parliament in stiched covers, burony books,
and some torn law papers, Near this stood an
enormous basket filled with turf for the purpose of
replenishing the fire.

It nveded not now, the aid of a conjurer to tell
out traveller into what eliamber of the buildiug he
bad penetrated. It was the Jrry-Roox. Struck by
the natural reflectiors, which the place was calen-
lated to excite in any mind, but more especially in
one of a thoughtful and generous turn, such as that
of the grave stranger, it was sume time before he re-
collected tho awkwardness of his own situation in
the absorbing reverio which svized wpon him. The
mnny fellow beings, on whom the fat of lifeor
death had been passed within that room, the fami-
lies who bad been consigned to misery, the many
occasions on which passion and interest had there
taken the place of justice, to the condemnation, per-
haps of the'inroeent or the absolution of the guilty,
all those and other circumstances furnished matter
which detained him in tho moeod of thought for a
consideralile time. Ingeusibly he passed to the in-
stitution of the much valued system, thence to the
manifold schemes by which the * wisdom of ages”
has sought at various times to defend the pure ad-
ministration of justice from the intermeddling of
human passion, and thence again, ascending higher
in abstraction 288 he continued Lis musing, to the
corruption of society in general, and the missry of
man, whom not even a device se beautiful ag this
great boast of the Britlsh coustitution could protect
agninst the evil of his own perverse and fallen na.
tare,

By this time the night had already began to close.
The din of the city was hushed into a low murmur
in which might be distinguishied tho call of the
watchman in the strect, the occasional rattle of a
passing  vebicle, and the ringing of some of the
chape] bells summoning the people to the evening
prayers, usuel in the time of Lent, Tho same ove-
ning silence had fallen within the circuit of the
place of justice, and the voice ot the presiding judge
was lheard distinctly, though faintly in the act of
delivering his concluding charge. Even this sound
ceased nt length, and nothing was heard except that
general murmur which arises in & crewd when some-
thing occurs to relax the absorbing attention in
which all have been enchained for a considerable timo
Defore. .

‘* And wretches hang, that jurymen may dine!”

exclaimed the btranger, awaking from his roverie,
when he was startled by an alarmiug sound, which
first brought fo his mind the critical positien in
which he had placed himsulf. A door was heard to
open and shut, presently the clattering of & bailifl's
halberd and the tramp of many feet was heard upon
the little fight of steps, by which he had ascended,
The jury were coming! Whae was ta become of
him? There was only one legitimate point of en-
trance, cr of exit,and that was tbe door through
which ha came, and which tho important twelve
were now approaching, brimful of law and evidence.
The window was on the first floor and looked out
upon an uninviting stone pavement, Whet should
he do? The consequences of being detected were
unknown te him. ~He had heard much of the erime
of attempting to tamper with a jury. The cup-board
behind the turf-basket! It was nota verydignified
resonrce, but it was his only ane, and being a time
not for deliberation, but for action, he managed to
secrete himself just as the bailifl had threw the door
open, and ushered the jurymen into the chamber.—
Our traveller heard, with a feeling more easily ima.
gined than described, the door shut fast again, and
the key turned in the lock ontside. L

- After a few moments of deliberative silence, the
discussion commenced, and was not long in reaching
a height which did not forbode a speedy unanimlty
of opinion on tha case in hand. What amused ihe
stranger, notwithstanding his awkward situation,
was to hear how little they dwelt upon the nature
of the evidence that bad been brought before them,
or on the points of law laid down by the :]udge in
his charge. The chief points of contention, soon
bocame restricted to questione of theol_ogy and his-
tory, between whick and the guilt or innocence of
the defendant, our traveller weuld have found it
herd to trace any connection, were it not for the
hints previeusly thrown out by the quict gentlemsan
at the hotel. The allusions made, if not so bread
ag in the coffee-room, were fully as xyuch to ﬂ;e
point, and a8 remarkable for their severity and lueid
vigor. The lash was administersd freely. though
politely on both sides, and the deeds of buried popes
and kings were insinuated into the discuseion, evi-
dently moro in' aid of the immediate purpose than
with any unkindly or vindictive feeling towards the
ashes of the’long mouldering deIi'nquents." Hits,
however, wére dealt 'liberally againgt the living
and the dead, ~,8t, Gregory the Seventh, and Harry
ihe Eighth, Avma Boleyn sud Catherine de Medicis,
‘Queen Mary, and. Queen. Elizabeth, all came in for.
their ghare, and if the opposipg parties .were.not al--
ways successful in-the'defence they set upfor their

l

personage arrived, the Foreman in the name of the
Jury requested him to inform the judge that they
had net been able te agree upon their werdict, nor
was it likely they shiould do for n cousidernble time.
He departed, and they nwaited his return in almost
unbroken silence.

In a short time his footstep was heard ascending
the small stair-case.

#Gentlewmen,” snid he, *his lordship desires me
to tell you, that, such being the cnse, yon must only
make up your miuds te remain in until yeou can
agree upon what verdict you ars to give. His lord-
ship does not thing proper (o detain thoe court uny
longer at so late an hour.”

“Phen we are to remain here all night, I sup-
pose;” exclaimed the Foreman,

"If yeu should agree upon your verdict long be-
fore morning" continucd the sheriff in the same
scdate tons, every accent of which was drunk with
& thirsty stilluess, by all ears in the Jury Rocin,net
excepting the pair “in the cup-board, his lordship
is pleased to way that you can send word to his
loduings in Street?

What a prospect for all in the room, but more
than all, for our fricnd in the eup-hoard, who had
not tasted food since morning, and wns noreover
im a position far {from being 1he easivst in the world.
There was however no help for it.  Whatever diffi-
culty hie might have felt iu revealing himself in the
first instance, was increased a hundred fuld by the
suspicions mode of concealment which hie had xince
adopted, and the dire fact of his having wilfully
overbeard & portion of the privato deliberations of
the Jury, There was therefore no other resource
than hope rud patience. The sheriff descended the
glaircuse, the jurymen separated murnuuring, into
different corners of the room, The regulutions of
the court wore ton well wndarstood to allow them tu
hope that they could be successful in any attempt
to obtain refreshments from the officiuls in attend-
ance, and they only deliberated each within his own
mind, in what manuer they should puss the long
winter night without eithier sleep or food. Bighing
deeply, though inaudibly, our traveller resigned
himself to his fate, without troubling himself fur-
ther about devising means of escaping it. The dis-
contented jurymen sought contort as they could,
some occupying the few chairsg that stood near the
fire, while some, tying silk handkerchicfs about
their heads, and turning the collar of their coat over
their gars, stretched themselvesat full length on the
wooden forws, and courted slumber with indifferent
sUCCess,

It wns now appronching midnight, and nn uni
versal stillness had fallen upon the city, interrupted
oply at intervals by the louder footfull of some
vlated passenger, or the merry conveise of a group
returning hemeward from somo evening party. ©Onm
a sudden, n rough songrous voice was heard iu the
narrow street already described, which passed be-
neath the window of the Jury-room.

4 Qyst—c~—rs!| Opysters! Fine Burren oys
Choice Burren oysters 1"

There was a gencral movement amongsl the gen-
tlemon of the Jury. The foreman raised his head
from the form on which he had laid his aching
joints, and advanced toward the window, Aftera
moment’s consultation with seme of his fellow-
prisoners, he threw up the sash, and leaning forward
said in a low but distinct tone, which could not fail
to reach the ears for which it was intended ;

® I gay, oystaers ["

“ Who's that? Who calls nysters 7"

# Oysters!” rupeated the Foreman,

~#Q0h, I beg your honor's pardon!—Would you
want any oysters, sir? They're as fresh ag dnisies,
your honor.”

¢ Come hither——Do you think, if we toek your
oysters you could get us something to cat with
them ?"

«To be gure I could your honor—but what good
was that for me when I've no means o gettin''em
np there 7’

This difficuity was speedily removed. A number
of cravats and pocket handkerchiefs werv ticd to-
gether, 50 as {o form a line long enough to reach the
street. A whip wae now raised for defraying the
expenses of the projected entertainment, and the
awmount a8 goon a8 collected, was made fagt in the
corner of a silk handkerchief, which formed one ex-
treme of the line. The whole spparatus was then
carefully lowered from the window until it renched
the hands ot the expeotgnt vender of shell fish,

Like Tris' bow down darts the puinted line

Starr'd, striped, and spotted, yellow, red and biuo

0ld calico, torn silk, and muslin new.

Havipog extracted the treasure from the handker-
chief the oysterman disappeared, and during the suc-
ceeding quarter of an hour, the silence of an anxious
suspense possesscd all tongucs with the exception of
one or two, which guve expression to an ungenerous
doubt as to whether they were likely ever ngain to
see either their money or the valve. At the end,
however, of that space of time, those unworthy mu-
murers were put to shame by the return of the well.
principled object of those sugpicions, Admiripg his
integrity, the Foreman drew up the basket which he
bad carefully fastened at the end of the line of
bandkerchiefs, The feelings of our fasting tourist
in the cup board mny be mora ensily imagined than
dercribed, while he overheard fromhis lurking place,
such cxclamations as the fellowing uttered in eu
eager and authentic fone:

« What beautiful oysters |”

¢ And .abundance of bread! He's a thoughtful
fellow, Whals that in the boitles T ]

« Montmellick ale and cider I"- 8aid the Foreman.

# And here's a knife [ cried one juryman,

* And pepper!” exclaimed, . !

“ And a napkin,and oyster knile, and two glasses i
‘exclnimed geveral voices in succession.

# And the remaining change” cried the Forcman,
holding up & small brown:paper porcel, in whicha
few ghillings and some copper money had. been
carefully: wrapped up. ° - .

- This g'nal g?cumgtane completed the admiration
.of the Jury, and it was..proposed by the Foreman
and carried by acclamation. that the sufplus shauld

‘ba handed.to the oystér,m'an;.s‘_a;‘tps'tlmqn&.f;_‘thei[

ters!

| calléd me a cabhage head.”

o
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of the table cquipnge, when they should be no
longer needed. In a few mioutes his sonorous
voice was heard resounding through the deserted
strects to the customary burthen of ¥ Oysters!—tine
Burren oystersl—choice Burren oysters "

Supper now proceeded merrily, afl party differ-
ences being forgotten in the flow of soeciul glee
which was set in motion by the good cheer which
was so uncxpectedly acquired, Often in the mean-
time did tho unfortunate travcller eall to mind the
story of the highwayman and the first of the three
beggars, and moro than once was tempted to wish
that the whole Jury lhad Leen sharers in their in.
firmity, in order that he might have an oppertunity
of partaking in the feast without detection, 1le
had, however, a touch of tha philesopher about him,
which prevented his yiolding te uny uscless repin.
ings, and he contented himgel £ with opening one of
thw deors of his retreat just so fur as to enably him
to sco what was going forward, and to hear with
more distinetness all that was said amongat the
company ontside.

Haviny done sufficient justico to the oysterman’s
foast, a glow of genial good humor succerded in the
breasts of nll, to the anxiety and discontent whicl
before had kept them stlent and apart. More fuel
was heaped upon the fire, the forms and chairs were
drawn closer round i, and conversation became
groeral and animated, Tt was at lenglh interrepted
by the Foreman, who, after requesting the attention
of hix follow-jurors for sowmwe moments, uddressed
them us follows :—

“Gentlemen, although we have already fared so
much bettor than we had expected, it remuins for
us tu cousider in whut way the long interval isto be
rpent which we must pass between this and day-
break, The forms and the chairs which we posacss
offer littlo inducement in the way of sleep, and 1 do
not sees the advantage of reviving apy discussion on
the case which has been submitted to our juldgment,
being always unfricndly to the introduction of party
questions in mixed company, where i can pessibly
be nvoided. I therefors propose that we leave the
question of the defendant's puiit or innocenco be-
tween himself, his conscience, and his maker, and
turn our attention to the passing our rumaining
torm of confinement in such a manner as may bo
most profitable, under the circuinstauces, to our-
gelves and to cach other.”

This wddress was received with general applause,
which having subsided sfter a little time, the Fore-
man was permitted 1o resumo i~

4T have beard it remarked, gentlemen, by loarned
men, that the word £'#n, (which ng you are ull aware
is the poetical name for Irelaud) formy likewise tho
accusntive cure of a Greck noun, signilying strife or
discord, Whatever nnalogy the prescent state of our
coutifry may enable n satirical mind to imagiue be-
tween the word and its Qreck meaning, [ am sure
there i3 no ons in this room Lut will agree with mo
in hoping that the time may ycet nrrive when no
handle ehail be found for such invidious sallies,
whken the rocks and shoals of party fueling which at
prosent wreck tho pence nnd happiness of setioly
shall be covered by the advaucing tide of good-will
and brotherly afleetion, and when [rishmen, instend
of muintaining a geltish steugg!le for partinl or in-
dividuyal interests, shall labor heart pud hand for the
peace and welfure of the whele !

Renewed applanse inferrtipted the current of the
Foreman's discourse, and it was only uftera few
minutes that he was permitted to proceed.

#At ail cvents, gentlemen, there is nothing to
hinder us from trying the cxperiment, and setting
our countrymen an example, for one night at least,
of the triumph of sociul fucling over prejudice and
opinion. My proposul is, therefore, that we draw
cloger around the fire, and cach in succession either
pay a fine of one shilling, or relate some amusing
and charncteristic fale, such as he may havo
gathered in the course of rending or experionce, and
conclude by singing n song for tho cntertainment
of the company ; and, in order that this may pro-
cerd with all freedom, I move thot no one shall take
offence at what may be said, but that cvery one be
at liberty to toll his story after his own fashlon,
with a carte blunche for the full utterance of every
thing tbat may come into lis mind, excepting of
course questions of mere controversy, for which this
is not the time nor the place, and for the introduc-
tion of which a fine of one shilling is to be imposed.
1 say this, not that I hold a man's opinions to bea
matter of indiffurence, but merely that no feeling of
restraint or awkwardness should embarrass the
chain of the narrative, and consequently diminish
the amuscment of the listeners.” .

A fresh burst of applause aunounced the unani-
mous assent of all present to this propossl, az!d pre-
parstions were immediately made for carrying it
into effect. A fresh supply of turf was heaped upon
the fire, tho chairs wero arranged in semicircalar
fashien around the hearth, aud the Foreman was
placed in the only arm-chair in the room, with t._ho
additional dignity of president, and full autherity
to decide all pointa of order which might arise. It
being decided that the entertalnment should coma-
mence with the president, a general gilencoe fell upon
the circle, while ho spoke as follows :—

« Having Intely, gentlemen, in ile library of &
learned friend of mine, fallen upon an unpublished.
manuseript containing & very curious and Interesting
story, which I presume will be entircly new fo you,
I sball endeavor to relate it ag accurately ag my me-
mory will allow.” ‘

(10 DS UONTINUED IN OUR NEXT.)

T love you like anything,” said & young gardoner
to hls sweetheart, es he gently pressed ber hazd.
% Ditto,” enid sho returning the pressuro,
The ardent lovc}l;. who v;as ng ‘1‘!%!3‘0:::;, was sorely -
uzzled to know the meaning of “ditte.” .
¥ "The next day, being at work with his father, ho
sald 1 - ’ ‘
. Father,
& Why,” said the old man,  this
head, ain’t {t?” P
: WYes, father) "
LACWell, that fere'a - ditto.”
«Draft it," ojaculated th,e

what is the meaniog of *ditto?'” - .
‘ere’s ono cabbage -

u
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