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ing & guthering, of which may bo safely af
firmed thut nothing like it has oever been wit-
noased before, nor has uny moeting of Charch-
folk attracted more widespread attention, either
in onr own times or in those of our forefathers.
A noble gathering, indeod, of which it may not
be exaggeration to affirm that it was alike im-
posing, majestic, irrosistible, unique,

To tho most cusunsl chserver this wus no or-
dinary nssemblage, First thore was, us many
no doubt observed, an absence of all attempe at
artistic offect or display. Thoso brightly gleam-
ing banners and dovicos which had been so im-

osing a fenture at the Anti-llomoe Rule meet-
ing, hold in the same Hall but a fow woeels bo-
fore, were conspicuous by thoir sbsonce. No
decoration whatever wus employod save that
afforded by a single chasto and eflictive band
of many-hued flowors and paims that edged tho
platform, but which was so artfully contrived
ug not to hide those who occupiod it,. The ab-
sonzo of ull colour, exeept thul produced by
tho dresses of the ladies, intensified, if possible,
that thorough earnestness of purpose which was
visible on many a fuco. Clearly this’ wns no
fostivo ocension, and yet one which was grati.
fying to all prosent alike. It was, indeed, n

rront  gothering for businoss purposes. The

tfovernment of the duy hud thought it to bring
its forces to boar againat & portiun of the oLp
Church of the lund, thut portion which it had
thouglit was its woukest point, wd it found,
probubly to its amuzement, if not to its dismay,
thut English Churchmon, and Jngiish Church-
womon too, whon onco they understood the
danger, wero ready enough to stand shoulder
to sﬁouldor with tﬁ’eir Welsh brethren the bet-
tor to protect thoir most blessed earihiy inherit-
fanco.

‘When the Charch Defence Institution firsg
devoted its enorgies to o plan dosigned to bring
beforo thoe nation the rexl meaning and scopo
of tho now utterly diseredited and disroputablo
Suspensory Bill, it was felt that more thun one
important mosting of Churchmen in the metre-
polis might woll bo organised at which the
monsure could be discussod, and if the sudionco
wore 80 mindod, donounced., Theroupon the
prosidont of' the Institution, with that raro and
commendable fovesight which llis Grace pos-
sossos, immediately formulated o schome by
which at ono of theso mectings, and that of
course tho most important nnd influontinl of all,
a thoroughly represontative gathering of the
wiiole Chureh, including the Archbishops and
Bishops, the members of the anciont Houses of
Convocation and York, and the modern ouses
of Laymen of both provincos; churchwardens
olocted from cach archdeuconry, (und to which
was aflerwards added such members of the Cen-
tral Council of Diocesan Conforonces us wore
not included undor the abovo hoads), should bo
assomblod,

Tho next question was whero should this as.
somblage be held ?  St. Jumes's 1llall was pro-
nounced oo small, HExeter Hall, much moro
dingy, wa little largor; clearly nothing ro-
mainoed; thorefore, but the Albort Hall; the
largest building probably undor ono roof in the
world, capable, its oficials said, of holdmﬁ, ata

And

Einoh, sovonteon thousand peoplo! this
nilding was forthwith socurod,
{“What, ill tho Albort 1Lall,” snid one. *' Im.

possible I” Tho sequol shows that all things
are possiblo to those who throw thomselves
heart and soul into what thoy undertako.
Whatever, if any, misgivings troubled those
ongaged to organise this gront and important
demonstration at the outset, ns to the possibili-
ties of securing un audienco sufiiciently numer-
ous to fill so vast a space as tho Albert IIall
presents, wore soon lofl bohind, for ns tho days
wore on, and they wero all too fow for the ac-
complishment of the work, it bocame ovident
that the lurgest building in London was all too
small to accommodate those who wished to se-
onre soats in any part of the building whore

there was a chance of hearing the words of the
speakers. Many were in consequence greatly
dissppointed at not being able to securo such u
position, and many also on the day of the meet-
ing were unable to get in at all, because they
had not troubled to provide themselves with
tickets beforehand, .

The organization of the mésting, it should be
observed, fell to the Rev. H. Granville Dickson,
Goneral Secretary of the Church Defence Insti-
tution, and to Mr. Sidney Flamank, Secretary
to the Church House. None better than myself
know how they and.those associaled with them
worked. They were well rewarded by the
splendid results of their labours.

The day came, the meeting was held, every
itom in the (somowhat as it appeared to mo too
long) programme was carried out, the rosolu-
lions were affirmed by everyono present, (not
o single hand or voice being lifted up uguinst
them), tho announcement being accompanied
by a burst of prolonged applause, which those
who hoard it will not readily forget,

Takon as a whole, it may be suid that the
Albert Hall Demonstration will go down to pos-
terity ns one of the most importunt and striking
events of the Nineleenth Century,  Important,
beeause, guthered under tho dome of the largest
hall in the world, a representative body of
Churchmen from all parts of the country as-
sombled themselves togother in their thousands
to protest in the most solemn and woanimous
manner against n grosy act of injustice premedi-
tated against the Church by the Government of
the day. Striking, bocause o the dullest intol-
leet, such o speetacle, vo vast, so dignitied, and
8o imposing, must havo afforded additional
proof; it such were noeded, that the old Natioun!
Chureh of the land possesses u fur deeper hold
upon mankind than some would have us be-
lieve, and that you have only to sufficiently
arouse her ndheronts to a senso of their danger
to tind out that sho is, indeod, & power to be
reckoneod with,

But the Albort ILall Demonstration, however
successful, nny, glorious as it most certainly
was, will have been held in vain if the peoplo of
Bnglund end Wales do not recoive a permancut
benofit from tho occnsion. 8urely it ought not
to bo regarded as the final crushing blow to an
ill conceived, unpopular and abortive Parliamen-
tury moasure ! It was all this, porhaps; but
far moro thun this, Ifitis to bo of any real
use and bonefit to tho Church and nation it
must bo rogarded ouly as & fivst step, as indi-
cuting o new era in Church defonce, tho inau-
guration of n policy the aim and purpose of
which shall be to bring before the people of this
country, in a way never bofors attompted, the
cnorm)us benefits of o Church which, while it
can cluim an antiquity oldor by fur than the
monarchy, is to-day caleulated to adapt itsolf
more perfoctly, more thoroughly, and more of-
foctivoly to the religious, morn), socizl and in-
telloctual wants, aspirations, and feelings of
mankind at large, than any or all of the dissent-
ing communitios in the world put together. It
is the peculiar value of the Church to the Na-
tion, the irreparable loss which the peoplo
would suffer by and under disestablishment and
disendowmont, which ought to be everywhers
tanght and indsted upon, Every child in school
should recoive instruction in this most truly im-

ortant and necessary matter, Ilad this been

one, say five and-twenty years ago, can it be
imagined “that ¢ disondowment” would have
been to-day within the range of practical poli-
tics ? It is late, but wo venture to hope not too
lato to remedy this defoct in our school life
But above and boyond this, the coming autumn
aud wintor months should be utilised to the
full. Lvory village should have its reading
class, Hvory workingman’s club in the land
slhould be abundantly supplied with Church De-
fonce literature. The people us a nation know
nothing about the Chureh, its history, or ils
work. . It should be the duty of every parish

priest, every iatelligent Church worker, to put
the facts clearly before those with whom they
come in daily contact, Never was & better op-
portunity than now, and those who have the
welfare of Church and peoplé at heart will do
well not to miss it.

G. IL. F. Ny

* Seo Canon Bevan's article in the Tllustrated
Church Annual, 1893,

* Mr. W. Norris, The Mount, Tenbury, has
introduced the subject of English Church His-
tory in a populsr form in many schools in the
Diocese of Hereford, and will give full particu-
larys of the working and results to those inter-
ested in this important matter.

1 The Church Defence Institution will gladly
afford help in this direction,

THE FUTURE OF THE SCOTTISII
ESTABLISHMENT.

(From Religious Review of Reviews, June 15,
1893.)

At the present time no Churchman can af-
ford to be ignorant of certain ecclesiastical
movements which are rapidly changing the
whole aspeet of Scottish Presbyterianism. It is
a great mistake to rank the Established Church
of Scotland with the anti-episeopal dissenters in
England, The difference is not ono of position
morely—though ostablishment certainly has
tended to preserve s certain subtle element of
dignity, lacking in voluntary bodies—but it
consists of an entiroly different tone of worship

and ot teaching.. So thoroughly has this spirit
pormoated the Presbyterian clergy in Scotland
that the old attitude of antagonism to Episco-
puey is rapidly disappearing, and the duty of
considoring our futnre attitude towards this
friendly Church becomes more and more press-
in

’gl‘he difference between the “ Kirk"* of to-day
and of fifty years ago is not only in the “list
o' whistles.” Organg are now almost univer-
sal, except in remote country parishes. Along
with organs thore appeared some twenty years
ago a saciety of ministers and laymen called the
 Church Servico Society,” the chief object of
which was the study of ancient liturgies.
KEvidence of what muy bo called o more
eatholic focling among its mombers immediately
began tonccumulate, The “ Scottish Hympal”
is practically the work of this Society, and bears
the first traces of an observance of the Christian
year. The hymnal is authorized by the General
Assembly, is used in the great majority of the
churches, and represents the stage at which the
lay mind has arrived, All over Scotland the
Christian year is being thus observed, in a
moagre fashion it is true, but in a way that
promises well for the future, For, given 8 min-
ister with * High Church” leanings—and Eng-
lish Churchmen have no idea how many such
thore are—it is possible for him by committing
to memory suitable collects, reading swtable
lessons, and preaching suitable sermons, to
train his people to a complete appreciation of
the meaning of the Christian Year. Many min-
istors use & hturgy of their own compiling, and
in some cases it is boldly read, instead of being
committed to memory, In general, it may be
said that the long extempore prayers have prac-
tically disappeared, and the service generally,
in the towns at least, has approximuted to the
Anglican model. The prejudice against tho
uso of a Liturgy is fast disappearing ; and, in-
deed, it is important to remember that the his-
torical scene in St. Giles, Edinburgh, when

" Jenny Geddes threw her stool at the Dean’s

head, was a protest, not against Liturgy qua
Liturgy, but against the enforcement of
“ Popish Mass” (thus was Archbishop Laud’s



