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\Vc hear niothing more about Thrce River-, until the )-Car
1 603, wlîeî Sieur de Champlain, rCeprcscentinig thc Viceroy
of La Nouvelle France, accompanied by the saine lont-
gravé, who was in reality the promioter if flot the actuat
founder of the city, aftcr having crected a fort lit Quebec,
Came to examine thc suitability of Threc Rivers as a
military as %veIl as a tracting post. This timieIonras
vicws ini favour of the locality prevailcd, and the resuit %vas
that a smîall body of officiais, cumployed by the Il Comipany
of the litin(lre( l Iartniers ;"-thent holding thc monlopoly of
the fur trade and ali otiier business in C.iaada-estaibli.hed(
thicnsclves on the Spot kilownl as the Plateau, now the
Centre of the City.

As cari>' as 1615 regular religious services were held
hierc, as Weil as lit Quebec and Tadousac, and thus at
permanent colony lit Thrce Rivers %vas secured,

The siew station soon bccame a fiivoured rcsort for the
Indians, and a lively trade enlsued. Although for somne
time after the p>ost wvas t.itablislicc the seulemîent was miot
alvays inhabited dturinig the ycar-for most of the officiais
nioved to Qucbcc during the wisiter-still the station at
Threc Rivers wvas considercd the most vahiable ini the
country. Froixi the ycar 1617 We have on1 record ant
tin i nterrupted h istory of interestisig events con nccted wvit1i
Thrce Rivers ; but as it (locs fot corne within the scope

ofour undcrtaking to rcproducc ait thesc historical dectails,
we xviii mierciy gican front sevcral xvriters a feiv of the most
important items as connecting liinks, so as to corne soon to
the point wherc our present interest. is chiefly centred.

Froni timie ininiorii, or more properiy spcaking front
tiîncs anterior to Jacques Cartier's voyages, the Aborigincs
wvho possesscdi the site of Thrce Rivers aind the Country
around it xvere the Iroquois, a tribe bcionging to the Five
Nations. lit one of the saltgui nary wars so prevalent


