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CHAPTER XI—FLIGHT OF THE FRENCH ARMY FROM QUEBEC--MURRAY IN
COMMAND OF THE BRITISH GARRISON—~AMHERST CAPTURES TICON-
DEROGA AND CROWN POINT—PRIDEAUX TAKES NIAGARA-—1759

ey | T H the fall of Wolfe, the
{ | chief command devolved
)’\ on Monckton, but that

D, gallant officer, like his
o - chief, was stretched upon
the ground with a ball through his
lungs, though the wound in this case
was happily not a fatal one. It then
fell upon Townshend to clinch the vic-
tory won by the man whom he alone
of all the army had been inclined to
belittle, and no fault can be found with
the fashion in which he did it.

The main part of the battle was over
in twenty minutes. Montcalm’s army
was swept in such headlong rout and
confusion from the field that isolated
efforts to stem the tide were futile,
and the brave French general, who,
mounted on his black horse, had done
his utmost to rally the broken troops,
was now in this bitter hour himself
struck down with a mortal wound.
But on either flank of the actual
battlefield there had been resistance of
a most effective kind. Large bodies
of Canadian irregulars and Indians
had thrown themselves into the border-
ing woods and poured a hot fire into
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the victorious British. There were no
Rangers on the spot, and it had fallen
to the lot of the Highlanders and light
infantry to clear the woods as they ad-
vanced. The former, rashly trusting
to their broadswords only, lost 160 out
of 600 men, mostly in this perilous
performance. After a time, however,
these flanking sharpshooters of the
enemy were driven from their cover to
swell the panic-stricken mob of fugi-
tives who were choking the gates of
Quebec and the approaches to the
bridge over the St. Charles. The
guns of the city, however, had no im-
mediate reason to share in the general
paralysis, and Townshend sounded the
recall as they began to play upon his
pursuing troops. Trenching tools and
guns were being rapidly brought up
from the Anse du Foulon, and no time
was lost in strengthening the position.
An advanced party of Bougainville's
force had actually attacked the rear
during the battle, but the troops left in
reserve had repulsed them without
difficulty. The main column now ar-
rived, but it was too late, for Mont-
calm’s army had vanished, and 4,000



