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hands, and will not serve as a receptacle for the parcels and
pocket-book and card case the ladies stow away in large muffs,
thereby fraying and wearing out the most substantial lining,
The most comfortable mufls are stufted with eider down,
making them soft, light, and wanan.  Soft Turk satin, of the
“colour of the fur, is used for lining the mufls made for general
use ; bright colours and white lining are scen in faney sets of
ermine and white fox.  Fur tassels, made of ample tail-tips,
with 8 passementerie acorn for headizig, trim rich sable and
mink muffs. Flat, heavy tassels of passementerie ave on plainer
muffs. * Ermine and astrachan are edged with Angorn fringe,
or are drawn together by a cord finished with tassels of Angora
and crimped fringe. The fiat Canadian mufls are not dressy,
and will only be used for skating and shopping. These have
a-small mirror at the back, and a pocket in front concealed hy
a flap, on which is the conning-looking head of the animal,
They are worn hanging to a cord passed arvund the neck,
Fur jackets are rather shortur and more curved in towanrd
the figure than last year's gaments. The length varies from
twenty-four to thirty-one inches.  Capes, mantillas, and large
victorines are entirely ont of fashion. Sealskin jackets are
the choicest and most expensive fur clonks: those of service-
able black Astrachan are most popularly worn.  Novelties in
fur jackets, more striking than handsome, are sealskin and
black Persiani inalternate stripes, or black Astrachan striped
with white.~—The Queen,

NEW YEAR'S DAY, AND HOW WE SPENT IT.
( Written for the Conadian Illustrated News).
"HY THE LOWE FARMER.

That there arc many ways of getting a dinner is so like a
truism as to require but little demonstraiion,
sometimes buys wine ; bu? it is oftener that impudence is the
only coin given in exchange for reast beef. There's dining
with strangers ; dining on friends—no cannibalism intended :
dining at the expense of the public, like aldermen and
patriots ; dining at the cost ot those worthy individials, hotel
and boarding-house keepers, who sprend their hospitabic
boards tor the especial sustenance of the necdy. There's
dining with the Governor General for you, my boy ; he has
vener invited me ! There's dining on & raft with a lordly
lumb rer, and there’'s dining at his shanty on pork and
beans (not a bad dinner by the way) with John

Rlackwall, with ministers of State; aseat at Mr. Speaker's
mahogany ; black puddings in Bleeding-Heart Yard : feast-
ing with the prince of epicurians, Lord Eatwell, in Pall
Mall; and partaking of a regal banquet, open to all, with
Duke Humphrey in the park.  Last of all, there's thai most
unpleasant mode of dining—at onu's own cost and expense !
Alas! what a misery it is forking out shillings for the use of
the fork; giving geood silver for the loan of base pewter j—
what spoons we are to use a spoon on such terms; how w.
grudge the waiter his perquisite.  Certainly! this is of all the
most disagrecable mode of dining,

We have something to say about a plan for getting a dinner,
which a few friends adopted on a certain New Year's Day, not
many vears ago, and intend to relate it very circumstantially
for the especial service of those persons who chance to find
pockets aud stomachs alike, in a state of emptiness, on future
festive occasions. Indisputably, ‘tis especially unpleasant
commencing the year hungry and nothing to eat.

On a certain time—dates of no ohject—a worthy city mer-
chant, as many other city merchants have done, sent his son
to King's College. King's College, at this time, was in its
heyday.  There might, probably, have been less learning,
though even that is open to grave doubts, tat decidedly therd
was wore fun than in our madern and reformed institations -
there is, perhaps, more serinusness and £Obiriets o, bHut posi.
tively there was more sociality ther, The new systeln may
turn out beiter scholars, but it is questionable whether thy
old did not turn out better men, It chanced that this young
man, the merchant’s son,—~Harper was his namo—wns blessed
with a wealthy and an indulgent father, and bank notes and
gold coins were among his intimate acquaintance. These
talismans, more potent than common-place magician ever [P0s=
sessed, soon drew to him shoals of friends.  OF these, there
were some who bore college-conferred titles and eollege nobi-
lity and greatness,  The Honouralile Robert Flanhorough, so-
called as being his father's son, swore eternal friendship for
the son of the Cit.; Lord Smirkic—a most appropriaie solri-
gust—vowed he was the best fullow alive; Sir Peter Hawkey
cut Mr. Allyon, once the money man of the College, and his
de-arest friend, for the new comer; the chancellor, Rolthewd,
who never in the whole course of his mortal existence had
been known to listen to any proposition, any opinion, any
statement, from any person, that he did not flatly and puint-
blank contradict, sunk his habit and smoothed his manners in
interconrse with Mr. Harper,  Mndelson, Q. C., leadmg coun-
fel in the dormiteries, forget his nsual custow of pleading for
that side of the cause on which he was not engaged, and as ad-
vocate for Harper stuck to him like & leech, Al these wore,
comparatively, small fry ; but when Nod Wondsher, the grear
gun of the College, gun whom no factitions title or dignity
had been bestowed, for Ned stood on sneh wn elevation that
all the king's horses and all the king’s men conld not have
ruised him higher) was drawn into the vortex, and condes-
cended to call Harper his friend, then, indecd, and for the first
time, was that fortunate young man's pedestal huilt on a rock,
Ned, to alt intents and purposes, was the man of the duy—
ever the first in fun and fight and frolie. An inexhrustible
flow of good humour, a ready wit, never wanting in times of
emergencey, and cmergencies arose pretty frequently in ihose
days; & strong arm, and o game-cock’s pluck—these, and a
few maore, were his possessions, and they were always at the
service of friends or foes, and, more especially, from this time
forward, of Mr. Harper. Fortunate Harper ! Jupiter Tonans
#miled on you, and henceforward yon had. a lofty scat in
Olympia.

The old year was dying out; and a large circle. of Mr. Har-
per's very dear friends honoured him with their company, to
catch the last departing sigh, and to perform, with hecoming
reverence and respect, the obsequies of one for ever gone.,  Of
the rites and ceremonies of the solemn ocension we cannot say
a great deal, not having been favoured with an invitation ; but
we venture to surmise that the main features of the celebra-
tion, as might have been anticipated when clussieal moumers

“met, were strongly tinged with paganism. Certain it is that
. & whole hecatomb of amphorie, of varied contents, were sacri-
ficed ; that libations were poured, copious enough to have held
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Wit, it is said, .

and
Jean and Pat. Then there are seleet dinners—whitebait at |

the old fellow up had he been floatable; that odes were chanted,
such as n bacchante might have sung, and which might have
ruised Ulushes on the check of the departed hnd he not been
quite enfirely past Llushing. In these :m(_l similsy, sol.cmn
recreations, the evening, and no s;ull portion-of the night,
passed nway, and at tength the congregation dispersed. How
the gentlemen managed to reach their apnrtments in College,
their hotels oe their boarding-houses, is, T opine, gentle reader,
quite as well-known (o you as it was or ever will be to them-
selves,  But with one solitary exception, they all mamged to
et safely moorcd in theiv berths,  That exception, sad to
;ulntv, was the chancellor,  Poor Bolthead ! for the fivst and
last time in his lite, his prodigious powers suecumbed, and the
philistines found him in a trench, and conveyed him to house
o refugre that must be nomeloss, Phis memarable event was
supplemented by another equally remavkalde ; for the very
iirst and for the very last time in his whele distinguished
arecer. the chancellor attempted o joke! When regquested by
the captain of the guard to favour him with bis name, after
many incflectnal attempts and six bottles of soda water, he
managed to introduce himself as Ce——st—plie—r D uk—n.
The centurion bowed hannbly at that great name, hoped tao
bave the honour of shaking hands with the distinguished
gentleman, was fearfully and wonderfully grieved at his illnesy,
and soothingly recommended him to depart, under « suflicient
eseort,  Thisx was offveted, and Bolthead never forgot this
night, no never!  An arrangement had been made in the
eaerlier part of the evening that the whole of the party should
meet on the vnsuing morning, jointly and together, to eivt.

The moming came in due conese, and with it onr dis-
tinguished younyg frivads, in full foree, and helted and spurred
for the foruys of the day. 1t may be presumed that the devo-
tinns of the previous evening had left their traces sutticiently
dd unmistakably apparent.  Truth to tell, they were all in a
very difapidated condition ; shaky and xcedy, not very clean,
ind a little depressed and moody @ this mattered but titele,
they had a duty to perform, and it was deciilled to open the
ampaign without Joss of time,  They started at once on
vhat by a strange streteh of courtesy is tevmed visting, Their
irst calls were at the residences of the dene; and so carly had
they commenced foraging that they and the first beams of the
sunt were ushered in together,  In some instanves the families
they honoured had not risen, fices had not been Hehted, and
the fortunate housemaids had their congratulations aud com-
pliments all to themselves,  In these xober and <ol domi-
filer, they wonld take nothing Lut coffee, and it was bronght
them nicely smoked, and anything but pellucid.  But Lier,
twe and ceremony inspired decorumn, and they imbiled the
aauseons compound with every appearance of satisfuction, aned
teparted in peace, leaving volunmies of good wishies and season-
thle sayings for the various members of the family,

A single ineident interrupted the swenant sadoess of the
irst vourse 3 the chancellor, not ordinarily o very livele dig-
nitary, essayed a little affectionate freedom with a pretty litth
maidd who had nor had time to wash her face 1 the dams:l, not
having before her tie perils of contempt of court, slapped hi-
lordship’s face, and so carnestly that the opemtion brongshs
colonr to his check and tears to his eves. The next cireles
intersected bad for their central points, the bers. Here the
sesple were carlier astir and preparations were completed for
receptions.  In the more glittering establishments, gorgeous
rables were set out green seal and vellow seal, adorniog
superh sparkling gooscherry ;s Allsop's bitter, Dublin's stout,
cum, whiskey, wrin, and brandy_ in all their dozens andd all their
Jdury. Comestibiles of the cheicestand without vnd, but these,
woa rule, being neglected by the visitors, eall for no croater
uiention on one part. A Tew unfortunate ovsters, that las
Nuw Year's Day reposed in happy attachuent on their mother's
shells, sutfered ; and that was all. As a rule, the lords of the
bar wore grncicus and hospitable, as becams the thme : ne one
wits thirried by reminders of the fong and ever-lengthening
ttings, in chalk aud pencil and jnk, that grew Denenth their
stronymici, Dunners recognized the diee nen, and impeenuio-
Aty boldiy rtised its beaker.  Our beroes did not commenee
operations with any vers genial fow of sparits o the livelier
motions had been so potently diluted in the preceding night,
that It required tiine, cave, and sebnring dranghts 1o restor
them to pristine energy and pristine capacity,  Bot sednlogs
attention and good peneralzhip did a great deal, and st the
close of this particular tour the roysterers hegan to foel them-
s<elves in a condition for miseellaneons and genteel socicty,
Here, there and everywhere, they now purswesd their course,
thi-y ealled on friends ; they—and with what we eannot but
resard as a singular commingling of temerity and homility,
calledd on their tailors! They went to houses where they
were familiar; they pasged through deors they had never
darkenied lwfore 5 they drank with and conveyed the sompli-
meats of the day to persons they were intimate with,and they
diel the same only us the occasion demanded, with o little
more impidence; to people they had never seen before, and
with whose names they were unacquainted, A gentleman, a
stranger to them all, whose honse they invaded, being of a
facetions turn, after they had taken his wine and returenssd
their compliments, addressed them in oa little specch —
s Gentlemen he said, @“though 1 have not had the honour of
secing cither of yon before, permit e to give you a heartr
weleomis, T am bat Hittle acquainted with the caxtoms snd

manners of this free and happy country, hat I imagine they |

must he at onee singudar and amusing Happy, indeod, must
socicty Lie where introduction and such-like coremoninl rub-
bish is dispensed with, and New-Year's Day is an oper eevome
to every house.  Ts this custom, gentleman, a romnant of the
ancient saturnalin 7 It appears to e to have many features
in common R

Woodsher whirpered to Smirkie, < We've had cnough of
this” and taking up his hat, bowed ; the resi following suit,

and they went with as mach ceremony, and no more, than had !

nttended their entrance.

This little incident, notwithstanding our bold Loys by this
time were getting into tnne; and the great calls of the day
were now to be made—Iladies were to be visited, that ig, houses
where there were 6 gals”
many a delicious cirele;, where the young and the fair stoad
prepared to welcome al) comers. A sore time it was for Lhe
darlings ; no onc was cither too high or two Jow to be se-

wxicalions; to shake hands and be civil to persons whom !
they would hnve scorned to recognize any other day of the

yenr.  Pity that a sociable; 2 most delightfnl custom should
have so far degenerated ! Nothing could he moro pleasing

than for friend to visit friend, to offur and to receive kind |

wishes nnd congratulations, on this, the great land-mark.in the
progress of time. I its prime, it was wn niminble nnd an aftee
tiounte institution ; ¢ charming halting-place on life's rough
and tortuous romd 5 w time and place for the cementing of new
friendships and for the breaking up of old enmitios ; but what
has it becote P any Indy or gentleman at the cloge of the day
will be prepared to snswer the guestion

Let it not be supposed that the foregoing remarks are ap-
plied to the youny fellows whom we are accompanying. They,
in the main, were gentlomen, and did not  forget it where
it was indispensable that it <hyuld o be  remewmbered.
We went with them to severnl places, and watched ihen
closely, and without benring false witness, cannot  necuse
them of anything very ontrageous; in fact, we thought, and
as it is well known young men are apt to be atter n sigrent go,”
they were rather dull and sheepish, Woodsher's Jokes seonied
to full still-born ; Smirkie’s smiles could not be made to tell ;
Harper's elaborate get-up, and his jewels and gold had e
sparkle—the chancellor seemed il at case; #s though he
wished himseli wnder the woolsack.  "The prevailing and jm-
peoeirable dullpess affected even your humble servant—and o
very dense fog it must have been to have done that,  With g
thousand sighs for the unfortunate ladies, he, and probably
vverybody else) felt greatly relieved when the Inst cakes were
swallowed, the last shevries drained, and © visiting * over jor
twelve long, bonest months,

Phiz important portion of the days nbonrs over anl happily
vonstupmated, 0 most momentois  iden had simultancous
birth in every mind—we must dine together—where shinll we
diue?  Sir Peter Hawker was the fiest to give birth (o the
thought, aud te put it into tangible shape, &1 know” said e,
“aoslnpaup erib about ten miles ont of town; et us go there
and feast,”

The proposal  wus  unanimously  accepted and  adopted.
Harper diove a pair of blood bays : Woodsher had a fust trotter,
up to any time; twe other somebodys had horses s sulticient
vanveyance was soon provided, and in « very short time the
whole party was seated and on the rowl, The sleighing wae
sXeellent, nod with only three spills—no vne injured—they
arvived at theie destination.

A gastronomic convention wns concluded with mine hosi,
and in due thme povery capital dinner was served ape The
vennsumption of fish, tlesh, and fowl) pleasant encugh perer s,
would be dull in description nnywhere out of faicy-laud. That
il justice was done, will be readily believed, Mastication,
W best of times, is rather o tawe adfnic in print, and uetline
ander o coumy member's dinner, or a state spread shonlbd
wspire to have 1t Shill of fare ™ trunseribed. We, therefore,
puss sach mwatters over, wind drop in just as the cloth droje off,
Phe digert came, and the party grew juviall My lond sung a
soni, extremely sentimental ;) the Earonet told o story of
doutful morality; the merchingts son seen began to wink
mysterigusly, and 1o mutter something, which nobody cordd
awderstand, about Amandid’s crucity ; the chancellor, utterly
Adivious of his divinity, poured a glass of wine down Wood.
her’s huek, anid Ned, with too guick a sense of bis own, hiurlo]
v bettle ar the ehaneellor's wig, which, fortunately, only
brushed Bis nose and then crushed through the window,
Thege, and a few other incidents, unnecessary to relate, wops
spread over dhree or four hours, passed in the utmost harnny
aud brotherly conviviality ; but the bottle threatened te cinne.
ate Pandora’s box, The chancellors cquanimity was quite
anruflled, but there were more unquiet spivits;, broathing
storm, and thimder, and Hghtoing!  Sic Poter wag egual (o
the oceasion. He rose to order, and, with n knowh dye of
hean nature that does him infinite credit, desived the watter (o
Sexng ncthe Bl This is o sedative that wias never known to
fail, I hres stilled many and many @ furious after-dinner row ;
aipped diuels A Fowfrance, in the Lud; aud averted a wholbs
Hostof cabumitivs, indluding blnckened eves, and cosangnined
hirt-fronts, 2 Order reigned in Pads,” The waiter bowed
lowy tawisted Bis papkin thrice round his avmg nud reticed to
cxeente his commission. This is o picee of business always
Aected with great celerity, and poeople bove been known
sutertain e oabsurd netion that it is kept roady ade o,
merely reipuiving s finishing touelh, It also beats soda-wiiter
holfow as o sobering agent. On this oceasion, it made its
sppenrance in some seconds under three and @ balf minuies,
The paper was placed in Sar Peters hands, He glanecd st the
total, L7, G, o Moderite, very moderate,” said the
baronct © & det e sec——say twentyeseven, ten: nine hoads:
sornething like three pounds some add penve cach s moderate,
very misderati. Fourtern bottles champagne ot 145 —waondee-

HER

b eleven boltles claret at 108 —less than it cost,  Brohen
window, only 98, —ean’t be mended for the money.  Houest

fellow ! Honest fellow ! Put down ten shillings for yoursedf

“ Thank've, Siv, thank'ee, Siv: " and the waiter gave his uap-
Kin another {wist.

» And now bring as coflec, wid o few salt berrings,”

O Yex, 8ir, inaminnte”

“You needn't hoery,” said Sie Poter,

The nstant the waiter's back was furned, Siv Peter conde.
scequled to ask the loan of thirty pounds frons Mr. Harpar—he
luel forgotten his purse.  Of course, hie must pay for the
dingier, hnving suggested it. Mro Harper was, unforfuuately,
in the sume predicament. o cut a disageeeable mater short,
1t wis foand that five pounds was nli that could be mustered
among the entire party

“Here's o protty mesg,” erivd the hononrable.

Hltow could yon be o forgetiul, Harper?? bawled the
Lorl.

S How the devil shall we munage 27 said the chanecllor,

“Hud'nt we better follow the example of the bottle 7 sug-

fuested My, Dixon, s gentleman not previonsty introduced,

i
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In this serious emergeney, as nsual, Woodsher sonred high
alwve his fellows, ITe was sober and sensible enought to
nnderstand the predicament, and to find an extrication,

s Gentlemen,” said hey s yon will please, simply, all of yon,
to do as T do, and ta say as 1 say, and to leawve the rest to me”

By the time a few hints had been given, the soda-water Liad

p come jn, and il soon went off—the herrings had been ordered
And they found themselves in |

becanse it was supposed they would be dificult to catch,
slighi miscaleulation,

“Well, gentlomen,

A

sunid Woudsher, ¢ 1 positively insist on

s L . . Ppnying this bill?
cured from the maost impertinent intrusions; they hed ta sui- |

mit to the offensive glanees and Lo listen to the drivel of in- |

“Do vou? continued Sir I’xil‘ur, #[ suy that no wan shall
vy it but mysel(t”
The waiter smiled blandly,
S Gentlemen, 1'1H be d
Smirkie. :
“ Nol” bawled the Honourable, « they shan't pay it, and you

if either of you pay it,” atuttered



