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untive. A few seattering pistol-shoty followed,
und then we beheld a terrible seene. The river
banks swarmed with natives, and our comrades
were shot down one by one with the cruel shalts,
whilo the boat floated simlessly down stream.
A large war-cance shot ont from’ the share, and
the hitle crafv became an easy prize.  Cut off
from our ship, we conld do nothing Lut hide
ourselves in the jungle and watel the move-
ments ol our encmies. The war-canoe advaneed
slowly down the stream, tuwing our buit be-
hind, and ag it passed by we saw the dead bo-
dies of onr comudes lying as they fell, Parties
from the ship had never before advanced farther
up the river than where we had Landed, until
this day, nud it was now evident that the na.
tives Lad setired on the approach of the boat,
and fain in wait farenough up the streamn to cut
oflull hope of succor from the ship.  They had
pot seen Karl and myselt land, and thought
they had destroyed the entire bout’s erew, for
they did not appear to even glanee our way as
they swept along.  The canee continwd in its
course until it drew near the mouth of the
atream, and there, concealed Ly the heavy fo.
Hage along the tiver bank, the occupunts, with
their land allies, awanted the approach ot the
second boat from the ship.  Owr comrades on
board had heard the shots ty the distant contliet,
and w feesh buat dond wis coming with utinost
speed 1o the rescues As the crew neared the
wouth of the river, they showed woeommendable
caution, however, und advanced slowiy, kecping
w carclul loskout,  The wiud caeried them over
towsrd vur side of the stream, but before they
got within hailing disianee they splesl the ene-
tmy. Tl Ltter, seiny fliat the chiaes for s
surprise was goie, put ant bolly to the tight.
Several other canues came down the streean,
filled with howiing patives, whe Joined in the
attack, and shot thetr srtows tu o perteet clond
upon the devoted crews Half a dezen aitle shots
respondedd, wind s mauy of e wtives diopped.
The fizhit was oo tnequaly Bowever, aned scoing
that the frst party were beyorel the seach of
help, the crew hewded for the slilp, closely pur-
surd by the natives. Ratl and 1 erepe carefuily
through the dense growth abe the river bauk,
till we gabind woposition whepee we eondd e
i dsanie of the condbct, The boet, though hand
pressed, had teaehod 8 il
arms ol the dattery together with her Guht
itaer, were calied into regun
fearful baveo with the pas latter
pained the side ot the <Lip, by Dioswarnn-
ed ppon ber deeks Mo hil, the auchor was
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swis soon freed, We
watehend her sadoaway, Boping et she wendd

Iater ot lay to ol shore, but sbe stecrad sty it
out to vea, until at bast Jdarkness came i warh
tropical saddenness, and shat her our Crom vur

sight.

What t) do we knaw not. Alene on this
most unknown store, sttrounded by cuemn
whone crnelty we hiad
example, the chavees were o thousaml to one
that we shoulil shartiy meet the fate of our come-
rades. We duareed not Kindle a tire, for that wouid
insure onr speedy capinre ;o and yet, wathout @
fire, we were al the weiey of the wild beasts of
the jungle,

We ttaliy compromisal by clitubing high
up amonyg the bonghs Sf o mungrove-tiey, and
there passeed the weary watelies of the night, At
the fist break of day we scanned the horizon
anxicusly, but there wos no stun of the ship, not
aven a speek 1o the distaner, They had evident-
Iy given us up for lost, aud smled away for good
atd all.

I hiave seen some pretty hanld situations inmy
day, bovs, and have Leen placed many times
where it was o toss-up whethier [ ever got out
alive or not, Lot | never was so near giving up
all hepe as 1 was that morning,  AMier a few
mowents of unreasoning despatr, Karl and 1
commenced to plan what we should do. We
kuew trom what the captain had said that we
must be somewhere about due north of Cape
York.

UF comse, if we could keep where we wers,
there wus « possibility that some ship passing
througit the Torres Strait might come near
enough to the shore 1o see vursignals of distress
and take us ofl.  But how could we remam in
this loeality, with the natives so close to ua?
And was it likely that our signals of distress
would be seen from aship before our unweleome
neighbors would arrive to investigate T We erepit
carctully along through the thick forest, until
we neared the river again, aud then took obser-
vativns from a lofty tree. They settied the
question for ws.  On the other side was a gang
of about fifty natives, clearing away the juugle
and prepating to vrvet one of their communal
dwellings.  They were all as busy as bees, and
shawed plainly that they had come to stay, and
were perfeetly at howe.  Looking up the river,
we saw more canoes coming down, and these
geemed to contain the women amd children of
the tribe. 1t was evidently a migration to a
new Jocenlity, and the quality of the npweomers
made it obvious that iutruders like ourselves
had bLest leave the coeast clear. There wag no
option in the matter,  We must get away from
this dangerous lacality, and at onee,  Aheady
the chattering and screeching of the myriads
of parroty, disturbed by our successful tree
climbing, was attracting the attention of our
euemies, and it was quite probable that twe or
three, with their bows and urrows, might cross
the river.

So we descended from the tree and started
sway fromn the river. It was hard work pushing
through the jungle, and without our stroug dirks
it would have been practically impossible. Tall
pulms and wnngroves, intermingled with dn.
rtans, mangosteens, and other fruit trees, formed
a very thick, dense covering of folinge, while
giant brakes and flowering plants covered the
ground. A perfect nstwork of vines an-l creepers
hung in loops, or crossed and recrossed from
tree to tree, Had we been on a plewsure trip,
we should have been channed with the brillinnt
scene about us. Flowers of every conceivable
color; gignntie butterflies, banded, striped, and
dotted with erimson, blue, aud gold ; countless
parroty, with bright, metallie, sheeny fouthers ;
and even the vare bird of paradise floated bofore
anr eyes.  But we wert too intent on getting
away from the river to stop and admire,  So
plucking some bananas and shaking down a few
cocoanuts for provision, we forced our way
through the forest.  Oeccasionally, we came face
to face with some stray monkey, who would
whisk at onee np a vine and gaze on us from the
tree-top, chattericg in terror; but not a native
erossed our path. Climbing o tall pulin just
hefore night, Karl reported that we had rather
hieaded away from the coast toward the moun.
tuing, We thought it advisable to keep on in
the same direction, ay there seemed to be smoke
rising froan ditferent points along the coast, in-
dicating the presence of villages, which we must
avedd ot all hazards,

We were bLoth very tired with our hard
day’s work in the forest, and sleep was a ve-
ensity.

Itowig agresd that one should stand puard
while the other slept, and cotting branches
cuctigh to form a reagh bed, Karl stretelied out
at full lepgth, and was soon fust asleep.

I et him sloumber till about miduight, and
then woke him to take my own turn. The next
ifay was a repetition of the preceding one, =i
constant stnlrgle to penetrate through the wils
derness, and *wateh and wateh” at night,  We
wore being driven siill farther out of cur course,
we tounsd, ated our path was leading u« more and

i

pare tatte narthe Thas far, we lad Lared Tux-
riously us regarded fruit, and the few pieces of
chiplrent we bud found {n our pockets had
bested woanderfully, so that it almost seemed like
apbasant janut. The absence of patives and

wild ety had revived our hopes, awd although
we et fered cur chanees of gotting hack 1o
Hodianad rather slim, vet we feit that we were

Y ely Tost as yet, At the close of the
ot we futd we were drawing close to the
: oandoaur usual afternoon lwokout
o f1y tree showsad noctires or smoke for a
Vieng distance from use . We felt quite secure,

andd s kuoeked over two or three of the paro-
gu txthat sbittered round us with perfect fear-
Lo ness,

Utilizing one of a precious stock of matehes,
we built a tie, and soon had the birds spitted
atpd reasting merrdly. A Jittle stream near by,
that we had crossed on a fallen log, furnished
us with the best of Hquor to wash down our re-
past, and a Hbenal supply of bananas and cocoa-
nuts answered for dessert.

The pext morning we wera makiug our way
as u~tal to the nerthwest, and were jrogressing
rather better than ordinarily, the forest growth
buinz less dense as we neared the mountains,

Our progress, although necessarily stow, was
still quite pereeptible, and after a few dayvs we
camped anwung the foot-hills. How well 1
remember the dittle glen where we rested that
uight. Un three sides the rocky clitf rose a sheer
hundred feet, bare and gaunt, anwd almest os
straight as masoney, A large cavern openad at
the rear of the glen, from which issued a gurgl.
ing, prattling hittle brook of the wmost delicions
wuter. [udeed, had 1t not been for the brook,
we should never have found this quiet camp,
for a huge detatched eolumun of rock concealed
tlee entranes almost entirely.

unee inside the little glen, we gathered woad
and built a tire.

As we had started for a hunting trip on that
memorable day, which brought with it our in-
voluntary exile, we were still well supplied with
ammunition for our revolvers,

The firelight shone far into the cavern, but
revealed nothing except the dashing waters of
the stream, and I lay down to rest, feeling al.
wost ug safe as if at home.

The natives villages seemed ta be all near the
coast, and Karl could not discern a single sign
of human life that evening, as he gazed as usaal
over the landseape,  So it was almost as a mat-
ter of form alone that he mounted guard, while
1 cunk to rest on my soft spring mattress of
boughs,

Yoor fellow! He was slighter than 1, and the
exvasure and hanl labor of cutting through the
forest had tired him terribly, 1 was almost
tempted to exchange places with him this night
and let him have the first nap ; but | soon re-
flected that he would be fresher for the next
day’s work il we followed our usual arrangement.
While T was thinking ubout it and looking into
the fire, his form seemed to waver and grow
hazy, and T fell asleep.

1 awoke with a strange, terrible feeling of
oppression to find a large, broad shouldered,
Ing-whiskered native sitting astride my chest,
while two othiers were quictly knotting a strong,
twisted vino around my wrists and ankles. Just
in frout of me 1 saw, swung up on the sturdy

back of a six-foot native, the trussed-up form of

Karl,  As soon as 1 was properly securad, | was
stung up in the same manner, mud we started otf,
It was a few moments before | sulliciently re-
coved my sonses to realize whers 1 was and what

was going on, aud when in a reeasure I regained
my mental equipoise, I made a srrange diseov.
ery. I have said that the ““old muan of the
mouuntain,'” who was calmly sitting on my chest
when { awoke, had a heavy, bushy beard,  But
this was not the only pecnliarity comprising in
his personal make-un, As [ was tossed npon his
back, I saw a neat Little tail, about a foot long,
apparently growing from the base of his spinal
column, Glancing at the othars in the party,
I found that one and all were similadly eudowed,
Were they men? Or hal we fallen inro the
hands of a treop of monkeys ? Either way, it
made little ditference, 1 thought, as our bones
waould soon b+ whitening under the tropic sun.
[ had little time to look around, fur our captors
cutered the cavern at onee, and the lizht from
the fire fuded away in the distance behind us,
until it became a inere glowing star afar off, and
finally disappeared altogether.

We could see nothing, but the constant
plashing aud tinkle of thestreamlet told us tha
our captois were following up its course,  Hour
after hour passed away, and still the steady
mareh was kept up. Occasional guttural snands
were axchiunged among our bLearers and the es.
cort, but as u general rule a perfect silence was
maintained.

I think it must have been about neon when
we made a halt.  Althengh our bonds were not
tossened, we were carefully fol and treated to
refreshing draughts of the cool, sweet water,
This looked favorable, and we chected up o
little. As we had not been gageed, a little con.
versation was poss.ble on the way, and Karl
confessed, with mach coutrition, that he had
fallen asleep at bis post, and alowed us 1o be-
cotme: the vietims of a surprise. 1 eonld not
Llanie the poer fellow, for he had leen conple.
tely overcowme by futigune. So | tolld kim not
to wind it, but keep up a good heart, for we
could at lesst die together like men.  After a
short halt the procession started again, The
teaders Bighted torches now, and in the dim
tizht which they gave, our bearers made then
way over stones and through pools of water,
timey croaching almost on «ll-fon
again walking ercet as the ewvern eceiling re-
dedl. At last a bright star appeared shead,
and as we drew vearer,the rays gieamed brighter
ated frialier, tdl at dast we caue out i broad
daylight.

The spot where we emerged seamed to be the
bottom of @ great well High np en eithor side
sy, rongh clitfs, il nothing bat a
rivhon of :k‘\’ coitld be diszerned 1 iee
cailed it sowell, bt [ sunpose canon would Ge
more cotrect tetun, as we feind when we woae
carnted wlome farther, ft was o ocle!t inthe snoun-
tain, aml just wile cnough o atford a norow
amd uneven path along the braoksida, Here we
Fedted for shie night, Karb and §owere dads aud
Lheradly supplied with provision and frair, and
acushion ot soft houghs was providad for our
ted, s far, we haed mer with K treatinent
in all save the restriction wpon eur iherry, and
as we were complelely worn var, we feli asieep
in the midst of our enemies with the trusiful-

:, then

We were aw

ubrat our lers 1o

cased, bt we
walk tn sinzle tile along e varrow patn, Lo
was onle w short up-hill jauut belore we reachesd
acsmadl pon U where the w ~tean found its
sauece,  Siirting the shotes, we clambered up
over the Lather bauk, apd then commenceed a
deseent, We twizted and tumed and doubled
on our tracks, climbed over »maldl obstaeles, and

Tast, Just betore dnsk, we reashed a spot where
wi saw spread out hefore us a beanutul sight.
We stood on the edge of o lofty clitf. Two
hundred feet below, the feathory tops of the
palm brushied against ats roeky face, and the
dark green leaves seemed lke biflows of an ocean
of foltage,  Here and there were glimpses of
water, shining silver-white like molten fead, or
touched with golden fire by the descending sun.
About a mile away was a most charming luke
dotted with islauds, and far across the valley
were the snowy vaps of a sister rapge of moua-
tains.  As we walked on the scene dissolved as
though shifted on the slides ol a wagic lautern,
and we continued our deseent. 1t was a long
and arducus task, but our captors seemed re-
solved to complete it that night at all hazards.
When it beewme dark, torctics were lighted,
and we kept on until finally we entered the
forest.

It was only a few steps, seemingly, biefore we
saw Ldders made of itber danghing from the
lofty trees all around us. With a double escort,
we meunted the oue pointed out to us, and were
soun snugly ensconced i what scemed a huge
bee-hive, or thatehed bird's nest, firmly built

the mght. 1o the morning we descended with
our guards, and were marched off again throush
the forest ; but this time we we surrounded by
a swarm of these strange natives, who chattered
incessautly among thowmselves, evidently mak-
ing all sorts of commnents upon our personal ap-
earanee.

Little and big, male and female, all rejoiced
in the same caudal! appeudage, the lack of which
in their prisoners evidently struck them as s
matter of wonder and amusement.  About noon
we reached the shores of the lake, and here most
of our escort left us, a few of our original cap-
tors still remaining. A long canoe lay almost
concealed among the thick rushes at the water's
edge, and into this we were pushed, and then
panldied ont into the lake, Our gauds, like the
rest of this strange people, wore only a breech-

clout, and were covered with a growth of light,

were obliged to

took detours avound large obstructions, until at |

amony the higher branches. Here we passed |

downy hair, not near'y so markel as tha thick-
matted growth on the bodies of their monkey
brothers. Al were well-built, athletic fellows,
and they propelled us over the water at consi-
derable speed.  We darted along, now skirting
the shore of some Jittle island, then crossing a
belt of clear water, and then again gliding
through a nartew passage between the clustering
islets, At last we reazhed our destination, end
were landed on what geeme:l the largest island
of the lake. {lere our coming caused tie great-
est o commotion, anl troops of these strange
heingy agsembled from all quarters, rmoning up
and down their Jadders like distuibed inhabit-
ants of an ant-Lill,  Our guardy conducted ug
to another * beehive” for our night’s rest.
What were they going to do with us? Siuee we
had found our lives spared, we had never ceased
to puzzle over this question.  Could it be that
the usual maenageric conditions were to be re-
versed, and that men were to hecome a travel.
ling show far monkeys * With the dawn of day
came a partial solution of the mystery., Em-
barking again, we set out in the midstof alarge
nimber of canoes, well Joatal down with their
human () freight. Onre eraft was evidently o
great obj=et of interest to the tribe, and the
calm, white-whiskered old personage who sat in
the stern, clothed in a bright red tunic, svemed
to be treated with great revereance and looked
up to by all. When we Janded opposite the
shore we had left the duy before, the patriarch
gave a few command:in a gattural tangne, Three
or faur stalwart feliows imwediately responded,
and cutting the ropes which sscured oar hands,
each wilst was firmly grasped, and we were tan
alonr into the edos of the forest. Here we were
thrown into a Large cage Srnuend of rails of some
toneh, hieavy woud, almost as hard asiron, Oar
dirk knives had bien earefully taken away, bat
for some nuknown reason they hed left s our
revalvers and onr smadi but precious swock of
cartridees. Onwe in the cige, the door was
securely fastened by diiving down several posts
in frontof i, and then the natives disappeared,
teaving us 2l Looking aronnd onr prison,
we fonnd {n its center a jar of water, and near
by several cinsters of bananas o few cocoannts,
and some small water-like akes ¢ course bread,
Tis did not look Tike starvadion, and we felt
somewhat eassured o batoa Darther search
Lronght nut some ghastly developnents, Oppo-.
site the door, and Bxed v the widl of the cage,
was @ ogrinning skall, snt fotlowicyg a fine of the
sante heightaronnd the ey we saw oo luss than
nine of se hornbis momenios,

we were toadie, anlowe awideed wit

of Mope some ew aned fnal pliase of the sitaa.
vion,

Just as night ] a solitary native drew near
an:d threw jusile the bars a juak of
As the darkness cume an we erouched 1oz
in the cotiter o8 the case, and awalied our fate
in silence, ton frightews U to move, Suddenly
thete camne a mighty o, ant <o dark, mas.
sive boly dashed amainst the stde of the eage,
almost crushing in the wiry barse Tt wasalion
ol the Targest kind, and ki . x) like
lowing stars, a< loe tore away at the cage in hig
pdeavors to get at the meat fustie, His furi.
a1 roaring was answered from Al rarters, and
handreds of fery eves zlarsd upsan us from every
sisde, untl the whole forsst arouud svemed
sprinkled with dlittering sparks. Lions, pan-
thirs, atd leo: ards dashed at the cage, or hurled
| themselves down from the branches npon it till
{ it seemed that no strueture conld stand against
the terrible foree of their attacks.  They clus-
terad arouml us so elose that we coull almost
feel their hot breath, and thrast theirlongpaws
throuylt the bars, almost reaching us as we lay
on the ground brneath. We conld not rise to
throw out the otfensive meat, for to do so would
be certain and immediste destruction : and so
the long watches of the night wore on, until at
last, after seeming ages of torture, the fiest faint
light of the moon appeared thiongh the tree.
tops. This revealed dimly the Buures of the
' beasts outside, and we determined to have a
shot or two at our foes. Raising my revolver, I
! took a carcful aim at the glowing eyeball of a
| panther, who was crouching above us on the top
Lof the cage. The erack of the revolver was
! followed by a terrible blood-curdling yell, and
i the panther dropped dead on the bars. His
body was quickly dragged off and devoured by
his eompanions, and the taste of blood made
them fiercer than ever. They shook the bars of
the cage, and reached in their paws till their
claws tore through the ground almost at our
sides,

Oune leopard got a claw through Karl's shoe
and stripped it off, cutting deep gazbhes in his
toot. Ile became a vietim to his greed, how.
ever, for Karl seriously wounded him with a
lucky bullet, rutd he was toru in picces at once
by the savage brutes.

Several more of our enemies were shot, and
day dawned, fluding us still alive, but almoat
maniaes, after our night of horrors,

Qur brute enemies withdrew with the morn.
ing light, leaving the last victim, a leopard,
ying where lie fell,  Noon came and found us
busy digging, with one of the skulls for a spade,
a deep hole in the center of the cage, to creep
into for refuge in the night to cowme,

Just at dusk the same native put in an ap-
pratance, corrying in one hand a rude wooden
cross,  He seemed thunderstruck at finding us
alive and the cage unbroken, and stood looking
at us fixedly,

A queer wlea flashed into wy mind on seeing
the cross, and 1 put it into timmediate execution,
| 1 took our last few matcbes from wy pockety
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