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some particulars, than the worldly-wise and world-corrupled

are wont to - be, they fuiled not to set before them—together

s with certain doctrinal tenets hard to.be understood, but which
. neither teacher nor taught would  have deemed other:than

sacrilege to dispute reasoning upon—-the. more prevailing ar-

“gument-of good and holy living. “And- let:none. professing to

respect the sacred page - déride such sim'gle docility, or pro-
y ) e inconsistent with
the production and maturing. of the best Christian fruits. We

walk fearlessly in the. midst of mundune mysteries ; and reve-

rence which js the root and nourishment of piety, has seldom

- been’ improved by curious searching into the conflicting opi-

nions . of _men, concerning the decp . things of God. : Tt has
been well said by the prous Ganganelli, that ¢¢ man’s fall was

at'the foot of the tree of fenowtedge ;> and the further plunder-"
ing of its.branches, has bul the more discovered to vs the bar- -

renness and insufficiency of ‘our native pretensions towards

¢ solving the mystery ol our being ;7 of which the  present .-

.duties and the future hopes are made sufliciently plain to us

~'inthe -precepts and promises - of the blessed: gospel. . Happy

aré they ' who, through whatever ;moral ‘and. metaphysical

- clouds, can, like Mary. and her parents, .discern the wisdom
o 'of piety, and the beauty of - holiness.
- deseribed; -Mary?s early “years were nutured, who was ‘the

ln the society.I have

.. pride ‘and ornament of her humble home, and the chief solace

‘.of its grievances. A daily tufferer from “her -elder brother’s .
“ petulant domineering temper, or;the younger’s capricious fa-~ -

" tuity, she had the solt answer that turneth away wrath, ever

ready to disarm the contender; and, better ‘taught than to.

reply to the poor ignorant one; according to his folly, by love
and gentleness she had won the wayward natural'to a recog-

nising love for her,and docility (o her rule, such as he evinced
twwvards no other human being. His wild, unsettled eye would
soften into something like kis own : kindly’humanpity, to mect

her aflectionate “smile, when. she cominended him; and a

*threat of # guid lassie’s” displeastte, as hc had learned to
call her, was commonly a prevailing spell over his most freak=

ish ‘moods. ‘[he care’ of this ¢¢ "helpless, hapless being,”
-was:a heavy burden to hard-working parents ; and, to lighten

itto ibem, and prevent an object of “terror-from becoming an
objéct of" dislike in hie neighbourhood, :Mary employed her

ascendancy, over him .with such : assiduous,, well-requited

-watchfuluess, and-was-also 5o successful in the pacification of . .

ber other brother’s churlish humours, it was bardly a conscious
sactifice to ber to give up.entirely, for hér- home duties, the
society and amusements shaved by other young persons around
her. "And thus, within the shade-of those clay-built walls, the
flowers of her delicate beauty und modesly grew uop little no-
‘ticed, and uncontaminated ;- and in that rude association, the
virtues of fidelity to duty, patieace, humility), and self-denial,
preparing her to adorn the coudition of servitude, for which
she was intended, acquired carly: maturity, by. constant and
endeared’ exercise. . -Whal character is more honourable than

the pood and faithful domestic servani—and of that. class,

slyled by a French wiiter ¢ our natuval triends, the victims
of our ill humours, the witnesses of our weaknesses, and the
sources of our reputation)”  Never was therc one more de-

‘serving to be held iv horiour than she swhese two remarkable,

well-aathenticated ¢ meetings® with her first and only misc
tress, [ have undertaken to record.

Rosehall, on’which the coltage of the Irvings looked dawn,
was, at the date I have mentioned, the only mansion, in the
parish of C , having any pretensions to the characterof a
gentleman’s seat. In its comparative architectural stateli-

-~ ness, and with its trim front lawn, and  picturesque shrubbe-

ties, sloping along the windiags of. the -romantic Esk,it had
Jain before’ Mary’s eyes from her first dawna of observation, a

- vision of ¢ glory and of Leauty,>® in her estimation, scarcely
- to be surpassed by the notions she had formed of fairy palaces,

or of the scriptural - magnificence of Babylon the renowned.
Hs proprietors, whom I will call Mr. and Mrs, Douglas, were
persons of good fortune and profuse expenditure, whose habits
of self-indulgence had ‘nol quite hardened them to the dis-
tresses of the poor; and whiose urbanity and easy geod-na-
ture gave a winning character of benevoience to their facilely-
graofed charities, which. would not, perhaps, bave stood the

* dies! bonny

o188

~test of the analysing crueible;. but which shone out like pure
gold in the eyes of the supplicants it relieved.” 1t was, there- -
" fore, not surprising, that, in a neighbourhood : where ‘necessi-

ties abounded, they had the blessing and, the "good - word of a" -

large
rural localitly, hy ‘characters of thieir cast, holding. in ‘it the
highest place. - : PR R L

. On the strength of
viags, who kuew them.only by their good report, and nothing
at all cancerning the inside of fine houses, had:often wished

ortion of its rural community ;. cheaply obtained in any:

this re itation, the ‘sin\'plc-“m‘in‘tv‘]cd' Te- :

that their daughter might -have .the' good fortune to get into’

service at the ¢ great house.”. . And Mary herself, with her

‘'more polished young.imagination, having been accustomed to
“invest the: Douglases almost with: the atiributes: of “her aunt
- Hate’s beanilicent genii, whase power clrimed awe, and whose
~benievolence love, (and with ‘whoin: she was in “fact. much |
_better acquainted;) considered such’ promotion, in connection
with the vieinity 1o her belaved parents, the lijghest and most.’

desirable to which she could aspire. . But, though the: idlc-

ness and Sntractability of her brother Saunders more than his
manual ineapacity to assisthis father in” his . bread-winning -

trade; made it necessary, as the family ‘advanced ‘in yems,
that this good girl should leave the liome  her presence so
much'solaced, in order to add to its enrnings, and lessen 'itg
facreased expenses, the industry .and frugality of the senior-
Lrvings had hitherto rendered”their earnings suilicient -for
their. decent ‘support, . Their . honest pride of independence

“placed them. above soliciling gratuitous aids and,us the Dou-

glases were not of Lhat importunate class ‘of. philaathropists

hid nevér, by any chance, obtained more of their notice than

.the condeséension. of a passing salute ; and “the good couple

“who 1ift the latcl of yoverty, and pry into.its doings unbid-
den; it happened that the Trvings, though living so.near them, -

were-somewhat puzzied how to proceed with their scheme

for their daughter’s advancement.  Old Kate shook her head,
and disaproved of it altggether. - She. wonld rather have seen. -
“hér granduiece placed in some rustic homestend, and 4 kent
‘way of life,” than with those ¢ gay, grand - fowk, and_their

]

clusters o? upsetting, fair-fashioned. servants, and the maist o - -

them Englishers?-—for Mrs. Douglas being an Englishwoman,
and preferring those of her, own country,. had failed to find
equal favour in the eyes of Scolland-loving Kate. - = 50

But'her -counsel, in this instance, was ﬁisrc arded by her

‘piously-trusting’nepheyw, who considered his_ child- of ‘many

prayers alike “sheltered fiom vital evilyin whafever externa
circumstances placed, “[ad he felt and thought otherwise,

- many -would perhaps have had more -opportunities of being

influenced by some other of -his ancient aunt’s notions an

tastes ;. who, he used to say, ¢ had golien owre mony b in
her bonnet,*? (in jocose alfusion to her brownies, ballads, and
bogles,)) ¢¢ihat, in his mind, had nac business o be working
aneth o Christian’s cap,” !

- The introduction, however, of Mary {o the:favourable no-

tice of Mrs, Douglas, was at length’ ’roughl about ; ‘not by

counsel, nor by wisdom, but' through the -insttumentality of
Dafl Davie, who happened’one moming to be issuing from the

cottuge just at the moment when that.lady and ber liltie

daughter Laura drew near to i, emerging (rom- the unusual
experiment of an unattended ramble, through the wooded

banks of their domain, that stretehed u‘nwurds to the high-_

road, where, finding an outlel, they bad determined -upon
returning home by that way. His petson and fame (as well
as the Boglegite wife’s) were not unknown to them, and their

- alarm was great, when they saw him coming forth ; nol, how-

ever, with a firebrand in his hand, but with the smoking kail.
stick, while Mary, in close pursuit, was endeavouring to
wrest from him. On observing the stiangers, the jdiot ins-
tantly let go the subject of contest, and clapmng his hands,
advanced rapidly towards them, shonting out, ¢ Bonny led-

ch ies 12 in his most unearthly tones; which
exclamation, however it might have sounded in the ears of

the pretty Laura from other lips, had only  the effect of in-

creas.ng her terror, and quickening her retreating footsleps.
Breaking away fiom her mother, who 'stood irresolule, the
little girl fled at ber ‘utmest speed, and stopped not till, with
new dismay, she fourd berself in an allmost equally dreaded



