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LESSON XXVIIL

THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS,

¢ Mark o

Jus ¥ )
184 } ¢ et

CoMMIT TO MYSORRY v, 25-27,

Panstrel Pascsors—Matt iv. 18 ; Luke
w. 88,

With v 16-18, read Take ~iv. 83; with
vs. 19 21, Matt. v, 135 wath v, 22, Hub. iv.
12; with va, 23, 24, DPs. Invax, 18, 19;
with ve. 23, 26, Luhe1v, 41; and with v,
97, Jolin vii. 46,

CeNamL TRUIL—JESUS S} shs WiTH
AUTHORILY.

Leanine Traro—AND Justs cavin aap
WPARE, SAYING, ALL POWER IS GIVEN UNFO
SEIN HEAVEN ANDIN § aREIH. -Matt, axvui.
i8.

After Ing introduction by the Baphist and

by the voice of lus Father fiom heaven, to
ms work as Messinh, Jesus endures the
terptation of the wicked one. Ile 18 the
sceond Adam. He stands, where the furst
Adam fell (Rom. v. 17). Ho is alone,
Jangry, in the desert, in need of all things.
“he fust Adam had all things. He began
Ys trials and {riumphs here, at the same
tme that he illustrated to us that the tune
offrmptation often follows immediately the
tiro of privilege, and showed how Satan
is & be overcome. '

Inmediately after his temptation he be-
gan us public mimstry, in the same strain
as ty Daptists (v. 15, “Repent yo and
beliew the gospel.” Jesus Chnst has to
do twothings :

t1) Mon are to be taught divino truth.
1o beny witness to it, and reveals the
Father. That he may be certificd as the
Messenga and Son of tho Father, miracles
have to bewrought. Men expect a divino
wessenger to be aceredited. Hence Ins
wight worls, which were never mero spec-
tacles, but sgns, evidences, proofs that Ho
came from fod (John iii. 2). So Moses
was attested. So Samuel. So Elyah.

(2) He had b organize n company, soc-
iety, communily, that should remain after
Ins removal, bethe nucleus of the Christian
Chureh, carry onthe work of teaching, and
1epresent to the vorld in true and pure lifo,
the influence and vffect of his own gosYol.
Hence #:9 exerciso of authority in this les-
son—first over men, in calling and teach-
ing, and then over devils, in controlling.

1, AvrHortry ovER MEN.—Simon and
Andrew, and James and John.

(1) This was not the fivst interview. It
is not God's way ta call mon by the chance
words of an unknown stranger. The Bap-
tist had pointed outthe Saviour as the Lamb
of God to Andrew (John i. 86), who sought
an intorview with Jesus, and spent & day
with him; then brought Peter. Both had
their minds turned to Messiah ; both were
drawn to Christ. When he invited them
t. come and follow him, as he id when
apparently walking i casual way, by the
Soa of Galilee, thoy had soma preparation
of mind for the invitation. Joln (. 41)
1elates their introduction to Jesus, Matthow
and Mark describe their forrsal eail. The
Lord uses means adapted to our circum-
stances for leading us to humself. Andrew
wag of Bethsnida, and had been the disciple
of tue Baptist.

2) They were humble men, fishermon.
But tins does not unply beggary or pauper-
1sm, nor even £o lowly a place in societ;
and intalligence as labourors occupy. All
who know life in fishing villages, know that
fishermen in point of observation, kuow-
ledge, and influence (especially when, as
here, they owned their own boats), have a
comparatively high place. Zebedee'smeans
seems to have been excoptionally good, rs
wo infer from the * hired sexrvants” (v. 2U),
their mothers substanco Luke viii. 3) John's
“own house” (John xix. 27), and lus being
known to the high priest Caiaphas. This
may have jed to tho request of the mother
of Zebedee's cluldren (Matt. xx. 201, John
was o common pame ot that time.

i31 They wero engaged in their honest
and lawful work when cailed, Toil is no
dishonour, whils idleness and dependence
become at onco anaro and disgrace. To
Moses feeding his sheep, to Gideon thresh-
ing wheat, to Eligsha plouglung, came divine
columunications. Let no boy or girl feel
deweaned by working, by manual labour.
“Let him labour, working with his hauds
thie thing that is good,” Eph. iv. 28,

11) They were called to noble and digni-
fied work—to be *fishers of men,” the torm
coming naturally and fitly from their oc-
cupation. From casting tueir nets and
repairing them when broken, they are calt-
ed to employ the same diligence, patience,
Ingenuity, adaption to circumstances, i
catchmg mon : but with this difference,
that while the fish were killed in beng
caught, men aro caught that they may live.

131 Clnist's nuthority is scen in teaching
aswell as in ealling, o was in the habit
of keeping the Sabbath by * going to wor-
ship,” Luke iv. 16; '[he elders or rulers of
the synagogue appointed or invited aknown
teacher to ren({, and speak to the people,
Acte xiii. 15. Jesus was nceustomed to
read, and was alrendy regarded as fitted to
teach, from whieh we may seo that he was
esteemed ag sober and exomplary, and m
good repute among those with whom he
%as brought up, His expositions amazod
the hearers, not boing composed, ns Rahbi-
nicle sermons were and sti}l largely aro, of
quotations from former Rabbis, but of
forclbly, weighty statemonts, which they
¢ould not gninsay, and on his own authority
§eﬂ the atyle of tho Sermon on the Mount:
) But say unto you;" or in John (x.1},
Venly, verily, I sxy untoyou' Hedrow
hia authority from uo precoding toasher,

IL Avtiontry over THR  INvISIOLE
WORLD, It ia not too much to conclude tint
atan had permission ab the time to useall
18 resources o countoract the truth, and
ihat the “aucloan gpirits” represent this
3238y, No disenses of auy known kind
fre attended by such signs as the declara-
1ous made by theuriclean spivite; and if it

2aid that disénses gre or were so deacrib.

&l by the Jews, it 4a dufficient to say that
Aan fuiitates, or rather seoks to caricatiiro

&:‘} !f)zc ::?rkiug through common and faw-

Iero wnrs a protest, that might ]mvo}

soewned supernatural, againat Chiist (v, 2 4. ;
The man was well onough o bo in thot
synagogue iv. 23). No mentaly or bodily
disorder whould expluin his anger (“Lot
us alone”) mungled with fear (At thou
come to torment us?’ |, and this enfelligernee
“I know thee,’ &e. Seo Acts xvi, 16.)
This title uesd in Ps. \vi. 10. Whatever |
the lifs now lived by this spint, it was bet- 5
ter than the wasual, or the expected state '
He behieved nnd trembled. Littls more .
can we know, Ileaven had witnessed to |
Chrizt.  So does hell. Christ will not re-
coive such testimony, which was given with
no good will; there are agencies which we
would not accept as helps to anything
goud i hemg premn’we, 1 might even do .
ovil. 1o 1o his own name 1ebuked (~ce
Jude 1. M the spirit (“Hold thy pence ),
and delivered the man ¢ Come out of him '),
which was obeyed with the spate, rage, and
wineasoning vindictiveness that will avenge
itself on anything that comes under s
power—which one sees in baflled bad men
a8 well as in unclean sphits. {See ch. ix.
263 Luke 1x. 423 and Aets viii. 7

The thoughtful ones see it and wonder,
and question among themselves. A strange
teacher! miracles! thus new revelations
had eome before. *“What new doctrine is
this 2 T or he not only teaches as “Moses
and Llsas” did, but Iike them he has power
from God. *‘Unclean spirits do obey him!
So began in form the war between Christ
and Satan.

ILLI'STRATION.

Dr. Thomson in Land end the Book, des
eribes four ways of fishing practized ir the
Sen of Galilee, all probably alluded to in
the Gospels: (15 with a hook and hne
Matthew vii. 27} ; (2) a hand net. Peter
and Andrew casting a net; (3) o bag-net or
backet-net for use in deep water; (4) a
drag-net, very large, requiring seversl men
to work it.

SUGGESTIVE TOPIt S,

How Christ was introduced—how his
work began—why—like Adam—yet unlike
—lus preaching—how hke the Baptist s—
the {wo things to be done~-place of miracles
—why men called—his two-fold nuthority
hero shown—the men called—their names
~occupation-~preparation for the call—
their future work—the teachings of Christ
—his habbit on the Sabbatii—called to
read—by whom—what this shows—the un-
clean spirit in the synagogue—the nature
of tho cry—tho Lord’s word—thoe affect—
spirit’s rago—the effect on the pzople, and
lessons to us,

Facts for Parents.

A number of physicians, practicng 1h
Now York and Brovklyn,having “comp ared
notes, have come to the conclusion that
ono leading cause lof the mortality among
cluldren nrises from theiwr being left too
much to the eare of servants. It has been
observed that children wlio are taken care
of by their parents, undressed and put to
bed by them, and by them dressed in the
morning, and kept under a loving motiier's
oye during the day, are, as a general thing,
far moro hoalthy, good tempered, and in-
telligont than such as are luft almost ex-
clusively to the care of servants, In ad-
dition to this, it must be remewnbered that
most of the accidents which happen to
children, whereby they are seriously in-
jured, and sometimes eripled, mained, anil
rendored idiotic, ccenr through the negli-
genco of those in whoso care they are left
by unthinking or nnloving parents.

The Traming of Children.

“Who knows,” asks Bishop Beveridge,
“but that the salvation of ten thousand im-
nmortal souls may depend upon the educa-
tion of one child?”  Let no one be dis-
cournged by the difficulty or magnitude of
the work.  Iruit does not always immedi-
ately appear. Cases have heen known in
which a mother's counsels, example, and
prayers produced their effect many years
after she was laid i the silent mrave. “We
can not give our chuldren grace,” it 1s often
said 3 but they who thus speak must know
thero is Une who can, One with whom “all
things are porsible.” *“The God of all grace"”
has said, I williypour n,y Spuit upon thy
seed, and my bletsing upon thine offspring. '
What are diftficulties before Ommpotenco ?

What stifl neck car. not he bend. “What
hard heart can not ho soften 2  What re-
fractory spirit can not he subdue?  What

wayward prodigal can not he reclaim ?

It must be adnutted, indeed,that i somne
instances faithfui mothers have been com-
paritively unsuccessful. A son may
wander from the true path which lins been
maiked out for him. Bul theso are the rave
excoptions. The general rule is, “Train up
a child in the way he shonld go, and when |
he is old ho will not depart from 1t.”  Dr. |
Clarke, commenting upon this passage, |
says, “The Hebiow of this clause 1s curions: |
Initiato the child al the opening (the mouthi |
of his path.  When he comes to the open- |
ing of the way of Ufe, bemg able to walk
alone and to chooso, stop at th.s entrance
and begin a series of instructions, how heis
to conduct himself in every step ho takes.
Show him the duties, the dm)gera.‘ nm{ the
blessings of the path i give him  divections
how to perform the daties, how to escape
tho dangers, and how to secure tl{o bles-
smgs which all lie before him.  Fix theso
on his mind by daily inculeation, till their
impression has become indelible ; thqn lend
him to practico by slow and almost impor-
coptible degrees, till each indelible impros-
sion becoii * n strongly radicated habit.
Beg incess .ucly the blessing of God on all
this teuching and dissipline; and then you
have obeyed tho injunction of the wisest of
men. Nor is there any likolihood thut such
impressions shall over be effnced, or that
such habits shall evor bo destroyod.

Bishop Whipple, of the Tpiscopal _Church,
ofton spgoks ripgqnt out and to tho‘po.mt. At
a Inte missionary meoting in Ghnsthhm'oh.
in Cincinnati, ho said: *If n man_ lns
geaspad Christ with ono hand ho #ill be
sure to oxtonil his other to his fcl!ow-xﬂun;

and in another conueetion he said: ¢ Wo
have manngad onr churchns a0 that

thoy Dhnve become wure Suuaay‘ club
louses’  ~ '

Oy »‘i(nmm Eolkg,

“I Don't Cars,”

“ 1 wa sorry to see my son oo way to
anger, saul o patient mother.

“1 don’t eare,” veplied the passionate
elnld.

“ You will beeome avy ignorant man unless

i knowing how sho loved

vou study better,” said the twthful teachar |

ater.

* 1 dou't care,
hreath,

*Thnose boys are not the 1ight sort of
companions for you, ' snid the pustor.

© I don’t care,” he answered, turning on
his heel.

“1t13 dangerons to tasle wme,’ il s
fuend, warniogly

“T dout care,’
reply.

Lie muttered, under hns

A few years afuer, ho waz o worthless
diunkard, plunging mto every ecess, and
finally ending u miserallo lhife ot crune,
without hope.

ruin of thonsands. look out for i, boys
and guls. Keep away from it  Always
care. Cme to do right, and care
when you Jave done wrong.—Luttle
Sower,

The Letter.

A little boy, who had always lived at
howe, was goinyg away for the first time to
live at & boarding-school. His father kissed
Inm and sard: ** Always write me a letter
every week, and tellme how you are getting
on at school : and if you get into any
troubles or difficulties, do not Lide them
from me, bui let me know, and X will write
back to you and tell yon what you ought to
do, and I will let you know all that goes on
at home, sbout your mother and brothers
and sisters] and your little garden, and your
rabbits and pigeons.”

When the boy found himself at school,

among strangers and away from his pavents,
and when he sut down to write his firab
letter home, he told Lis father of all his
troubles, and when he recoived lus father s
Jotter in answer, he was so interested in
reading it that he forgot he was at school,
and he fancied for o moment that he was
i back again at home among his kind
| friends, and his garden and his rabbits. His
father's letter was a great help to him; it
told him to be a good scholar in the second
place, Lut & good boy in the first place, and
| not to mind his school-fellow’s jokes and
| fun, if they laughed at him fo1 doing right.
| “If you do what is right,” said tho lettor.
s your school-fellows may laagh at you
and tesso you at first, and perhaps for a
lang time, but they will respect you in the
end.”

But in a week or two be bacame used to
the boys and to his studies, and }xe liked
very well to be at school, and did not so
| much care to lioar from home, and when
he sat down to write home, he did not feel
that hie had much to say ; so he began now
to write shorter and shorter letters evory
week, and at lnst he forgot to write ut all,
and when his fathior's lotters came (for his
fathier never forgot to write,) he used to pay
less and less attention to thom, and at last
ho used to feel annoyed by the good advice
in the letters, and he left off reading them
at all.

Now, he used to think wmwuch about his
fathor, and he began to fall into idle and
bad ways, to cheat in his lessons, xm_d to
use bad language. At last ho told a lie to
his mester ; and” his master punished him,
and said to him, *“ What will your father
say when ho hears this ?’
boy burst into tears, not because of the
ymnishment, but becauss he folt he had
een very ungreatful and forgetful of his
frther. That same day ho wrote to his
father, telltng him how sorry ho was he had
behaved so badly. His father wroto back,
forgiving him and saying, * Pray writo
regularly, for whenever you write you will
thunk of no, and the thought of me may
keep you from temptation.”

You are that ehill. Your Iather is God
in heaven. The lotter is prayer. Pray
regularly to God, for God says to you,
“Whenever you pray I hear what you soy,
and I will send you nn nnswer. I shall not
auswer you aloud, but in your heart.”—
Frow Parables for Cluldren.

LittleArlie.

BY M. B. I.

1ow wo loved the hittle girl.  The bright
oyes and happy face appenred before us
Salbath after Sabbath, and lier uttle verse

i was repeated asif tho httlo child under-

stood aud loved the words of her Saviour.
It was her custom to leave tho infaut class
aftor iter lesson was over, and join her sis-
ter, who was a little older than hevself, and
had become o member of anotirer class.
She was alwaysveady torepeat her verse
to her sister's teacher.

One bright Sabbath day she said “ ’m
coming ontof the infant eclass ia a hitle
wlnle.” Sweet cluld; sho has come out
from the little band of scholars and gone to
join the angel band. This was hor last
time at Sabbath-school. She sickened,
and for many weoks suffored intensely; but
God was fitting her for the change. ~ She
nover murtnured, but in the mudst of grent
pan would slowly repeat somo precious
promise,

As lor mother, in hor untiring dovotion,
bestowed upon her nooded c2ro, sho ex-
claimod, “I love you mamma, but I love
God bettor. ”

Wo stood by heorlittle bed one day, and
askod if she would like to go and live
with Jesus. Hor face lighted up with the
brightness which was so soon to dmvu'
upon her, and sho replied, ¢ Q, yes!'’
o+ Josug will take you in Hig ntmns,” we
said. “I know Ho will,” warn the wn-
swor, full of childish faith and rest.

A few days later, when 8o many were

' spiut soaring fo oternal rewt.

, fer pasture.”
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* T don't eare,” was his rum, as it is the |

"Whon the little | their own, as this was given to Llve to un-

on theic way to seattsr flowers upon the

graves of our fallen lieroes, we weudod

.

at first he felt rather down-hearted, being !

| Yery accents.

Pl npinaidvird Amastpbmen ey

our way to tho home of little Arlie, “to
place in her little hands some  violets,
them; but she
had gone, only » fow moments before,
where flowers mnever fale, and where
thore 18 no pain arsorrow. As we placed
the flowers upon her hfeloss breast, and
uussed the bright smmle with which  we
Lad evpected to be groeted, we thonght
of the Leavenly glory which had opened
hefore her, anl the shinmg ones scomed
30 near wo could almiost seo  the aweot
Guod by,
Avrhie, Jeons has taken you to Ihs  arms.

Walking over the hills ni the country,
one duy, we met & man corying a lamb
m s arms vmning behmd, “were  sever
al sheep and lambs crying jntvously.

*What are yon esiuy 1o do  with the
lunb? 'weasked.  *Only cawrymng lam
vver into o botter pasture, I Know  that

was his sbdl obetinate | iF I took ap this une the otheis would

follow. " We watched them out of sight,

as they continued their ery, nnd thonght,

“poor things, you dont reahze you mie !
to be with your little one agnin, ia 1. t- !
How ke our own hves.

Wo grieve and mourn when our dear ones

are taken over {o a batter home; but O, if
we could but look with strong faith and

love into the loving heavt of cur tender

Shepherd, and see all the plan our Lord

has maiked cut for us, how mueh comfort

we should find

“Tiko as a father pitioth his children,
80 the Lord pitieth them that foar Him.”
“As one whowm his mother comtorteth, so
will I comfort you."

We know how sweet is the comfort of a
muther's love when the child 18 1 pain or
sorrow. O, the sweotuess of knowing that
tirus our Lord will comfort usif we only
trust Ham and look up to Him with the
child s faith and love. e hag promised,
**1 will never leave thee nor forsake thee.'
“I am with thee, saith the Loxd, to save
thee.”

Moment by moment, then, He will
keep wy, pitying us like a father, com-
forting us like a mother, never leaving
us; but saving us by His mighty power.

‘t'he Forget-Me-Not.

I laid aside my pen as the far-off chimes
of the cathedral wero tolling the miduight
hour, and sat dreamily gazing into the em-
bers of the dying fire.

* Forget-me-not ! "

Was I dreaming ? Or did a voice really
pronounce the words close to my ear? 1
loolked carefully around. No one could
have entered through the bolted door. The
arraugements of the room were undisturbed.
Cloarly, I was dreaming.

I settled myself again to thik, when the
odor of the Forgot-me-nots 1n the ittle vase
atiracted oy attention. The flowers seem-
ed moved by gome fresh instinet of life ; the
huo was deeper, the porfurae was stronger,
and — Could it be ? Yes, surely! Bven
as I gazed, the flowers lifted theu heads,
and from the midst of tho tmy cluster of
blooin came agoin, m clear, ringing tones,
the self-samo tones wineh I have heard,
“ Forget-me-not ! '

“ Wn:q it #7ou, Blurachen® " T asked,
wondering,

“Yes," snid the flower, in the sawe sil-
* Dost thou not know that
Jjust at mudmght all plants of my race are
permitted, for one hour, the gift of apeech ?
Listen, and I will tell thee why we are so
gifted above all others.

“In the Garden of Paradise, when the
pure Lve walked among the flowers, and
aave each a name, according to her liking,
all flowers and plants had a language of

derstand ; and dunug the long hours she
conversed often with them, anid they told
her many things; but, above all, she loved
the tiny blossoms of a hitle blue flower, and
Jussed iv often, and twined it in her sunny
tresses. And the flowers all loved her,
but, Lest of all, the little blwe flower, which
she named Heaven-blossom, because its
hue was so like that of the skies.

 But at length came the davk day when
sm entered into Paradise, and the Lord
commanded the par to leave thewr Edon-
garden, and wander in the bleak walderness,
beyond the gates. .And as, for the last
time, the weeping IZve passed, hand in hand
with Adam, through the fragrant lanes of
[iden, the flowers shrank trembling from
her, aud bowed their heads with shame, or
gaced scornfully upon ber; and this, more
than all olse, rent the heart of Eve—that
those whom she had named and caressed
and called her cluldren, should shrink away
from hor in seorm aad shame. And her
tears fell fastor and faster, so that, wlien she
reached the yateswliere stood the Cherubim
with that flaming, terrible sword, she seax-
cely saw at herfeet the little tuft of Heaven-
blossom. nntil it murmuved, in piteous ae-
cents, * Forget-me-not !

“Eve bent down and placked the tiny
plant, which shrank not from hex touch,
but nestled lovingly toward her, and she |
pressed it to her lips and to her sorrvowing i
heart.  Then she turned, and with one long
sat look upon her lust Kingdom, went
slowly out, past the Cherubim and the
flaming sword, into the bleak wilderness;
and all that remained to her of the glovious
bloom of Paradige was :ite one little sprig
of Heaven-blossom which she held in her
hand. ‘Be no longer named bloom of
hearen, denr blossom " eried the grateful
Eve; ‘henceforth I shall call yon by a
dearer namo—my Forget-ime-not.’

“So Eve kept the flower neac her
throngh all the dark days that followed :
and when Adam hrd made for thom a home
mthe new place, rhe planted it, and tonded
it cavefully, and it became to her an emblom
ot that old ltfo of prrity and happiness he-
fora the fall.

“In timo thia newland also wag enriched
with many flowors, somo of them even as
heantiful as thase of the lost Eden, but,
best of all, Evo loved the tender Forgot-me-
no%; and lator, when the little Cain and
Ahol played avanua the home, she $old them
many and many o story of tho glories of
that Gawden of Parailise, whercin the anguls

hafl walke and talked with their parents of

'od

*And when Evo died, tholloving Aovrer
covered her grave with thick clus'ery of jin
blossoms. Aud I am rure that the first
flower which me her sight in that new life
beyond the tomb, was her dear Forget-me-
not.

“The ehildven of Adam long cherished
the little blue flower ; but after wany years
when the world beeame more and more
wicked, and the hearts ol men were tarned
wway from Qod, they lost the power to un-
derstand its language.

» When the waters swept away after the
Deluge, the first plant that blossomed was
the Forget-me-not, ut 1t no longer spoko
to tho cluldren of men. It was voicelers
for long, long yemis ; untl, one duy, 2 cnld
upon the hills of Gsliloe bent down and
kissed its blossoms clustering in his path.
I was the Chnst-ehld! And from that
hour, each pight at midnight, if oue who
loves flowers listens, the Llossoms of the
Foiget-me-not may tell this g history.

“ITark! the Cathedral chumes are strik-
ing the tirst hour after midmght. T have
spoken. Adieu! '

The fiower now dreuped drowsily upon
ite slender stalk, and was silont.—Alice
Wdliams, i St. Nocholas for Jul .

An Example for Young Christians.

fo—

A correspondent writer us that, at the
last preparatory services of the commanion
season, on Saturday, two of the eungroga-
tion walked to Cane Run chweh. The
horses were all engaged, and with a com-
mendable . enl, they determined to go afoot,
and walked to the church, over three miles
ofi—and back again,making six good miles,
on a warm day. One of them is in hor
soventy-fifth year, und the other in her
fifty-fourth.

At another church, one of the members,
an old lady, ageseventy-si, rides to church
on horseback a distance of five miles, and
gver one of the worst ronds probably in the

State.

Such a zeal ig rare, and worthy of imita-
tion by all our })cople, especially ths younger
members, in these daye of soft refinement
and dovotion. This indicates somewhal
more than what is cailed *“ Sunday reli-
gion,” even true love for God and the
ordinances of His appointment.—Clristian
Obscrver,

Anecdotes of Tillotson.

Archbishop Tillotson, bofore the elevation
to tho post of Archbishop of Canterbury,
which is the highest stationin the Churoh
of England, was dean of Canterbury.
One day he hada large dinner-party at
the deanery. In the middle of the repast
a servant came in and gaid that o coun-
trymap, talking very broadly, who had
como all the way from Yorkshire, smd he
wanted to sce one John Tillotson, and
would nut gv awny, though he had tried to
drive him from the door for being 8o disre-
spectful, The dean guessed in his own
mind who it was that asked for him n this
waey, and might have gono out and brought
him into a private room, if he had cared
for his own dignity. Instead of this, he
ran out eagerly, and in the presence of his
astonished servants embraced the old coun-
tryman, crying out, ** Tt is my beloved fa-
ther! " and falling on his knees, asked for
his blessing. 'Then he took hirain and 1n-
troduced him to his guests, who were
charmed with thiz instance of the good
maen’s love aud respactfor his old father

Sins of Thought.

In contending against sensual sins, the
main stress must bo Inid on tae principle of
oxclusion—the absolute heeping away of
bad suggestions from the mind. = Once in,
tho stain has struck upon a substanco so
sensitive that, if quico indellible, it is still
terribly tenacious, and terribly prolific of
s0rTow.

It is here with beginnings that we have
chiefly to do, in curselves and in our clnld-
ren. Here, peculinrly, the battlo is secrot
and invisible. Not muech ean bo said, and
so the more must be done by prayer and
instantaneous solf-command, expe ling tho
first contamination, and erying: “Cleanse
Thou mo from secrot faults.”

In respect to many sins, self-exammation
may be safo and oven necessary; but there
are others where it is scarcely wholesomeo
or profitable.  Simply prosentation, avoid-
ance, the shutting of the eyes and ears, and
pressing on to known duty, aro the best se-
cunty.

No Compromise.

2

As I grow older as 2 parent, my views
are changing fast as to the dogree of con-
formity to tho world which we should allow
to onr childven. I am borrer-struck to
count up the profligate children of pious
persous aud even ministers. The door at
which thosc influences enter, which coun-
tervail pavental instruction and example T
am persuaded, is yielding to the ways of
good society; by dress, books and mmnuse-
meonts, an atmosphere is formed which is
not that of Christinnity. More than ever
do I feel that our families mnst stand in a
kind but detormined opposition to the tash-
ious of the world, breasting tho waves like
the Eddystone lighthouse. And I have
fonnd nothing yst which requires mora
courage and indepondence than to rise even
a little, but decidedly, above the par of the
raligions world around us. Surely, the way
in which we commonly go on is not that
way of self-denial and sacrifice and cross.
beaving which tho Now Testament talks of.
Thon is the offense of the cross cenred. Quy
slendler influenco on the cireles of our friends
is ofton to bo traced to our leaving so little
differenco botwosn us.—~Rev. J. W, Alex-
ander. D. D,
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.How To Avor A¥XtETY.~Dayson, on
his dying_bod, said to his daughter, * You
will aveid maoh pain_ aund nnxiety 4f you
will losn to tenat all your concorna in
God's hands, ¢ Qnst yonr cave on hin, for
Ho careth for you. DButdl yon ruerely go
and say that you cast yonr cAre upon Him,
yon will eome away with the Zoal-va yoor
shoulders,”



