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Conmemications,

MISSION AT BRUCLE MINES.

To the Editor of the Record.

DEsr Sir,—According to your request I send you a biief ske:ch of my la.
bours in that distant part of the Home Missiou field, namcly, the Bruce Mines.

It was in the early part of the month of May lastthat I started in the steam
er Ploughboy for this place in accordance with the appuintient of the Pres
bgtery of Grey. Our vogage being all t'iac could be desiced, we reached our
destination in safety and in goud time. The wharf, as we approached,
it, was cruwded with the miuers, who had left their wuik to bid us welcome,
and this they did most heartily, for they made the air resvund with the three
good cheers which they gave us.  No wouder, we may say, that such a sensa
tion is creatcd by the steamer's first visit fr the seasun, when we consider the
isoluted uature of the place, and particularly the fact that during the whole
winter the people are in a meoaswre cut off from all commuuication with the
busy world lying hundreds of miles beyond them.

It was on Saturday that I arrived, and on Sabbath, the following day, I
preached to a cungregation numbering about 300. It was an encuuraging
thiug to see such a goudly gathering as this in such a place. It was particw-
larly so to mi, for I wasnot prepared to find so large an audience after the
discouraging accouuts [ had received of the Biuce Mines befure Tleft Torunto.
From 250 to 300 was the average attendunce throughout the swnmer, and
these consistad of hearers of all denominations of the place, namely :(—Pres
byterian, Episcopalian, and Methodist 2 In connection with the Charch, there
isa Union 3ubbath School, whichis vell atteudud; the usual number being
about 100, while there are upwaids of 200 on the roll.

At present there are about 40 Presbyterian families resident in the place.
These T visited, and was very hindly received by them all.  The.c are also a
fow Preshyterians settled as farmers v the Island of St. Joseph, which is
miles opposite the Bruce Mines. To these I preaclied vnee a furtnight, waen
veather permitted. T alsu took a tiip during the sammer to the villase of
Sault Ste. Marie, which is distaat fium the Bruce about 10 mifes.  While thete
I ascertained that several Preshyterian families lived 4 miles inland from the
river, couseyuently I dirccted my step into the country to pay thema visit. Tt
was very pleasant to meet with the wann gieeting with which they received
me. They were 7 in number, T found, and settled on good farms; a circam-
stauce which somewhat surprised me cousidering that the most part of the sur-
rounding country is nothing but & barren ruchy wilderness. I remained a few
days with my DPiesbsterian friends, and otten preaching to them on the last
evening of my visit. I bade them goud bye; cummending them to the Gieat
Shepherd who is nigh unto the sheep of his fuld wlieiever they may be scatter
ed throuzhout the earth. To return to the Liuce Mines. [ may mahe a few
geaeral iemarks in addition to what I have said respecting the moral aid 1eli-
gious state of the peuple of that lucality, as well as the pruspects of the place
as forming part of the mission field.

In regaid to th: former T must say, that my present opiuion, afier a sujourn of
-ome months at the mines, dues not aceord with the jmpressious which I was
at first led to enteitain.  The reason is obsious. 1t requires oue o0 spend
some time in any community, and to mingle amungst the people, in order to
ascertain rigluly their condition in a moral and religivus point of view. Tlus
I huve dune duing the summer, amungst the miuers and their families, T e
daily come in contact with them, aud have, therefure, had opportunity of judz
tiz accusately of the true state of things. In stating what I think of the 1eli
gious character of the place, I must acknowledge that I uever met with such



