
TUE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCE.

MISSION AT BRUCE MINES.
To the Editor of the Record.

DE.Ua Sin,-According to your request I send you a brief ske:ch of miy la-
bours in that distant part of the IIne Mîsiiou field, nameiily, the Bruce Mmnes.

It vas in the early part of fic nionth of May last that I started in the steani
er Ploughboy for this place in accordance with the appuintnent of the Pres
bytery of Grey. Our voyae bein, all tiat could be desired, we reached our
destination in safety and in goud tine. The wlarf, as we approached,
it, was cruwded with the minîîers, who had left their waik to bid us welcome,
and this they did most heartily, for they made the air resound vith the three
good cheers which thev gave us. No wonder, we nay say, that such a sensa
tion is created by the steamer's first visit f, r the seasoni, vhen we conîsider the
isolated nature of the place, and particularly the fact that during the whole
wiiter the peopie are in a measure cut off fron all commun;cation with the
busy world lying hundreds of miles beyond then.

It was ont Saturday that I arrived, and on Sabbati, the following day, I
preachedl to a congregatioi numberini about 300. It was an encouraging
ibing to sec such a goadiy gatieria; as this ;i suich a pLice. It Ias aicL
lary so to ne, for I was not prepared to fini so large an audience after the
discuraging accounts I iad received of t t e li uce Minous bufore I left Toruiito.
From 2>0 tu 300 was the average attendance tirot¿hout the sumner, and
these conîstjd of larers of all denouminations of the place, nnaily -Pres-
byterian, Episcopalian, and Methodist ? l connection with the Church, there
is a Union Salbath Sliool, whicli is t.cll attendd ; the usual number beiîng
about 100, while there are upwaids of 200 on the roll.

At present there arc about -10 Presbyterian fanilhes residen.t in the place.
These I visited, and was very kindly received by then all. The-e are also a
few Presbyterians suttlud as faimeis un tle Island of St. Joseph, whîich is
miles opposite the Bruce Mines. Tu tise I piacdied anec a fortnig4it, when
ceather permitted. I alsu took a tiip duriig the sammer to the village of
Sault Ste. Maie, which is distant fi uni the Uruce about 10 mires. While there
I ascertained that seeralPresby te ti f,anilies lied I mdIes iiland fron tie
rer, conisequeintly I directed my steup into the cuiitry to p thmiin a visit. It
was very plua.ant to meet wvith the warm gceetin , ith which thîey received
me. They were 7 in nunher, I found, and settled on good farns; a circum-
stauce whici sonewhat surprised me coaîideiinIg that t1h miust part of the sur-
rouidirg country is nothing luit a barrenî rocky wilderiiess. I remaîiied a few
days with iv l'iusbyterian frienLd, and otten preaching to them on the lait
eveiing of my ioit. I bade themî good be ; coeinediiig theim to the Gieat
Shep)lerd who is nîigh iiito the sheep of hi, fold wieiever tJey may bu scatter
ed throughout the earth. To return 10 tote Iuce Minîes. I may make a few
geîerai ieimarks in additionî to n hatI ihaie said respecting the noral aid ICl
guîs state of the poeuple ut that lcahity, as wiell as the prospects of the place
as forming part of the mission field.

la regaid to th former I nust say, that miv prcseit opiion, after a sajourn of
s)ome monîths at the minues, ducs not acLord with tle iiip)ressioins which I was
at first led to entei tain. The reason is ob,ious. It re1 uires oe :a spieid
soine time in aniy conmunity, and to minigle annîgst the people, in oider ta
ascertain rightly their condition in a moral and religiouis point of siev. Tins
I li.te doue duiinig the siimer, amnuigst the niiners and their families, I hL.e
daily caine in contact w ith them, anl base, therefore, had opportiunîity ofjid,,
i.rg accu--ately ai the truc state of things. lI stating chat I think of thc ieli
gious character of the place, I must acknowlcdge that I never met with such


