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Thiie clda ndt u reet o the Christmas tree.

aed t whe treittenfo ust er and , prfrrn-nl-ike r

shoppers, they kncw exactly howv much they wished lioe paZy foi
e.tch sclolar's present. The shopping list %vis unique- -not a
Iist of articles %vith prices that nmiiglt lie v'aricd- but a list of
naines with the anint of tire collection cacb scholar liad
givcn for tirc past year [iitilly credited opposite his nanie
I'hen began tire task of finding presents to agrce exictly with
the various aniounts of the collection. Jininiy B3rown t'ould
have skates, slcigli or migic lantcrn, woith tire $î.ýo
opposite his nine ; Fanniie Jones, a splendid, %tory licok

for 50c. It was a paýticce-tryinig, ternpe)r-taxitng, curiosity
arousing task, and 1 couid not but wvonder if Willie Srnitli
would féel nceglectcd whien lie reccived bis l)reet, value
Severi cents, and wbctber lie would bave prefcî red, Couifi bu

have uanderstood the working of the plant for tire present,
paying seven calis tci a littie sirop opposite the school and
enjoying a cent's wvortb of tiffy on seven différent occasions
instead of thre wblole seven cents being put into a red tin
Vup be;'ring tire inscription, Il For a Good Bloy."

wh'o bias Ilot bectn at a Christmtas tre? \Who cannot

l)Icture the' richly dressed, proud little cbildrun (and thre
prouder parents) rectiving the' largur iprestnts and the poo
receiving thre articles of less value <perbaps vith rio p)arents
present). Poverty and ignorance do not always go together.
'l'lie children of poor parent.; may have lcarned enough
Christian truth at the church and Sunday School to enable
theni to see tire scWfisbness displayed.

%Ve are glad, hiowever, that Nve are at tire end of these
pri 4ze-giving days. Airy school which dot's such things is
bhbind the tinmes. 'l'hie plan 'vbich our best bind ieading
Sonda>' Scbools adopt is, thre giving of bill thcy cani frorn
Sunday ta Sunday to scnd the Gospel to, tiretitmillions of
Cbiristless children, and when Christrnas cornes tire/ bave a
Chrit.tînas tret' on wvbich they put ail the choicest, most
usefuil and beautiful tbings they cani, îiot for thcemselvc3,
but fi- thiose Nvboc need lielp, while they sing and retite toi
tire praise of God for Hiis great ('hristnias Cift to thre world.

Opportunities.
BUTr fractions of a wondrous whole are our srnall lives;

WVitbin thre liollov of God's hand the universe is rolled
And cv,,y> day fresb (>pportunities unfold

For us to grasp, and weave influences thrat: lie
lII their coînpietion in bright golden tbreads amnid the %veb

of lite.
Somietimes wve fail to sec tbern, fûr our niinds with plicasani

dreanms are rite,
0f good Ive will do, and these sacred chances slip out of

our grasp
Or eisc %vc hoid santie earthiy, gain aclasp,

And pass thie eternal, lest our touch sbould miar its purîty.
And others baste to tend tire vines or sow thie seeds,
WVhile anon front our hecarts %ve strive to pluck siti's

weeds,
'l'at wc riay fitter be toi serve :Witb thy blest sanctity.
Gfreat Ma\z-stcr! touch our lives ; in pardoning compassion

clraw
Us nearer T[he, tire source t truth and good, s0 I.lat Tby

law,
l)elighiting us whilc journeying on, wve'il walk with band ini

T bhine,
Re-mirroring in daily life tire Lite Divine,
That long ago was sacriiccd in Far off Gahilec
In healing, saving, bielping ail mn need of rninistry.
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