
tioiis exist in otir pr«tfessi0n thaiet MI 'wzis ivell ui:itue 1wLad U
tIRe inatter 'was QOIttificl'."

2. Are wei j'ustifî('d in doing ixiiediato aîpuitatioii initl~
cases.?

I well retol1l'ct, %vhen lionse ,snrg(-on a jzeod inany yeaiN ag0,
a case of, tetillusl endiug fat'ally in a joekey 10had lî:I suttlined-( a
coînpouud fracture (if the le-~ w bile r;j~.This lad inihlt lhave
had a bettet' C'hIIle, 1 tiik. if' aL orscuevtveteiin
endeavoriug to savé the le" had b't'n eairî'jed ouxt 1viby it
ani put» tion.

1 do flot nmean tle justification of ;upîilut ion wlîen 11w i1irý1
signs of tetanus appeaîr. TImt is eonidodeet ut fl present ti in'
to be the corroct line of treatiiieiit, Rail igulî it appi*ars 0 1111-
very rneh like elcising~ the barn~f doolr at'ter. tlie hocrse lis o.

One is, of course, relhwtant lu advise artputtation when a
srnill skin wound is the only external inark of injiîry, but wVe err
too, ruch hy dilly-dallying and i'orgetting tliat ini ttaînuis w'e are
deaIing with a local infection creatiug a general toxoemia. The'
p.athology of tetanuis points to the i'aet that thec biteilli do ild
enter the blood but reinain localizéd in the neigl>orhood of ie
wound.

The toxins produeed thiere act on the nerves of the eentral
nervous system in a itnannr similar to striehunine, ani unlike
other infections, appears to travel in the nerves thiînselvos 11nd
flot in the blood. One shotuld, therefore, ope'n thet apparently
i wail 'wound and thoroiughly disinfeet it, for it lî:îs been Shown

th.at careful antisepsis applied to wound is the' surest 1rw»ris of
preventing tetanus.

The tetanus bacillus is a strict aniurohe an(] does n(it grow
in the presence of oxygen.

If the wound is allowed to remain septie for sonw finie, th4'
septic, bacteria absorh fthe ox.ygen present and so niake the' eon.
dition of the tissues best suited for thei propagation of tho
tetanus bacillus.

3. What is the value of antitetanie sériun and mlîat, otiier
mneans have we at our disposai, to combat this diseuse?

When wc remember that the toxin rapidly unitps wvitl the
protoplasm of the nerve centres, and that its spread is by waey
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