
EDITORIAL.

THE MIENTAL STATUS 0F THE IIOIIENZOLLEIINS.

The present upheaval in Europe bas set medical nien athinkiiig,
and one of the resuits is soine attention has been given to the mental
,Qtability of the liohenzollerns, to which bouse the present Emperor of
(lermany belongs. One of the most critical studies of this subjeet bas
been made publie from the pen of -Dr. Cabanês, of P>aris, who is noted
for bis medico-historieal researches.

The dyvnasty really began with Frederick 'William, who reigned
from 1640 to 1688, and called himself Duke of Prussia, Margrave of
Brandenburg, and Areh-Chancellor of the lloly Roman Empire, and
many other tities. Hie was very ambitious and ever on the grasp for
power.

lie was succeeded by his son, Frederiek, who was the first to,
assume the titie of King of Prussia-putting the crown on his head
with bis own hands. Hie had a passion for ceremonies of ail kinds.
One of bis great regrets when he died, in 1713, was that he could flot
witness the pageant of his own funeral.

nie was followed by Frederick William I., who lives in the pages of
Carlyle. Hie ruled his family and ail who came under him with re-
Ientless brutality, and on one occasion could hardly be restrained front
putting his son to death witl i s own hands. Hie was noted as the
ineanest and stingiest man in Europe; yet he spent large sums lu kid-
napping talB men wherever lie could fihid them and putting them in his
guards, and then made great efforts to secure large women as wives for
these in order that lie miglit raise up a race of giants. As lie grewv
older lie became more and more irritable and had epileptie fits and
attaeks of mana.

Following him we have Frederick the Great, a mani of marked
abilîty, but without moral principle. lie had absolutely no regard for
oaths, agreements, or frîendships. IEverything had to go that stood
between him and his objeet. lie was a thorough freebooter, lie did
mueh for Prussia, but on methods of shameless triekery and downright
robbery. Hie was mean and brutal like bis father, but with more ability.
lie direeted i his will that lie was to lie buried among his favorite dogs
to, show his eontempt for mankind. lie kçpt himself incessantly busy to
escape the melaneholy that ever haunted hlm; and le was constantly
!gcrîbblîng verses of poetry.

lie was suceeeded by his nephew, a eoneeited visonary, and ful
of crude superstitions. Hie encouraged ail sort of mystics lu lis country.
During his relgn the weird performnances of secret societies reach higi-
water mark. The King sometimes attended these mystie ceremonies in
disause, and it le said that the exaltement of them hasteued lis end,
*,hich oecurred i 1797.


