
Laetie Acid in Diabetcs. Ill

for fiwe or six weeks. The benellts obtained by using the acid were
greater in this case than in the other. Before beginning the acid the
specific gravity ranged fromo 1.040 10 about 1.044 ; unler it, frorm
about 1.030 to 1.040, with great but net continuons diminution of
the amount of sugar. The quantity of urine was small, four or five
pints per a4 bouts. The strength and spirits returned, the color im-
provcd dunng the first tiwo %vceks treatient, and this improvement
whas mnmtaned dunng the rernainder of the time. It was evident
howsever, that a suspension of the treatment wsould permait the physi-
cal depresbson to rcturn, and ience it could not be at all called cura-
tive. Hence it wvas abandoned Under other treatment this case
made a more decided improvement. She died on Aug. 6tht, frorm
what, I presume, to bc obstruction of the bowels, after a very brief
acute ilness. As her residence is beyond the limits of my visiting
practice, I did not see the case to this terrmination.

Comsîmentary.-I infer that the administration of lactic acid to
the amount of threc or four drains pet day, has some decided power
over the disease. It will diminish the secretion of urine, lessen the
amount of sugar at thr samoe timie and along with it the specific
gravity. Also the synptoms immediately dependent upon the match
of the disease were all ameliorattd. Beyond this remarkable power
ovez diabetes it is doubtful in rny mind if it has reliable curative
powser. If the reader wdl examne Cantani's treatment he vill see
that it is predicated upon rational principles. It is to bc hoped
that further nvestigation, rationally and not enpirically conducted
w'ill lead to better results n this hitherto untmanageable disease. I
may say that t do n.at think, so bighly of the treatnent as to have
placed a third case which has since occurred in nty practice uipon it.
Both quatittes of acid were used, the syrupy in consistence and that
of watery consistence. Its expense, about $5 pet pound wholesale,
is a bat to very prolonged trial of it.

I may add thiat the patns produced by the acid apparently in
the first did not occur vith the second. They did not occur in the
first case cither with the acid obtained fron Montreal On one oc-
casion only was the pain in the first case describied as being in the
knete-josuts for a day. I observed nothing analogous <o tte pheno-

mena of acute arthritic rheumatismri which other observers have
noticed.


