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HYPODERMIC ANESTHESIA.*

I3Y 1). Pur~3ARIS, 0ONýT.

TuEL question of bypodermnic anesthiesia has apparently not ex-
cited a very livoly in.terest anong' our Canadian. surgeons and
phiysicians, -but our professional lieighibors ha-ve put it to the test
and are constantly iisiiug that mectliod. W-\hat is meant býy hypo-
dormnie anlesthesia is thie production of general. anesthesia, by hiypo-
deric mnedication.

IL lias been ah'eady used in xuany thiousands of cases with only
four deathis reported -Lnder its use, andl it is claimed that those
were ixot dule entirely to the anesthicsia. Thierefore, it -%ould
seenm wortlî while for us to look into it and ascertain if it lias any
acdrantages over ie ordinary auesthiesia, iinely, ether and
cbloroformn.

.Tt vould, be a decided aangcto ind somnething casier to
adinister and safer thiai the -volatile aneýstIietics, for none mi11
deny thiat thiere is coîxsiderable dangner associatcd with ether and
chioroforin narcosis.

During, the presenit nonth there -\vas oiie death from chioro-
forii in the dentist's chair reported by the newvspap)ers in our own
province.

D~r. Sainuel Jolmiston, an expert iii anesthesia, has even
thoughlt it worth while to -write an article for The Canadian
Pract1itioner on thie "Danger SignaIs of iAnestliesia."

Th io~lty.statisties talion froin large' hospitals, where
Ly have special anesthectists and the best, appliances and assist-

ance, do not looki Verýy formnidale.
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