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PUBLISHER'S ANNOUNCEMENT.

The list of contributors to this

great work includes the naines of
thirty of the most distinguished wri-
ters and authorities upon medical
jurisprudence in America, with up-
wards of five thousand citations and
cases. As a book of reference it will
be found an invaluable help to medi-
cal men and to those of the legal
profession who desire 'the aid of the
most advanced and sound opinions of

practical students of forensic medicine.
So much opprobrium has been at-
tached to the word "expert" that
the spirit which so often impels men
to go into court and become ardent
partisans finds no place in this system,
and it has been the aim of the editor
and his colleagues to give the work a
decided judicial and impartial tone,
so that it may be consulted with con-
fidence by all as an authority of the
first order. Until recently the con-
tributions in the United States to the
literature of medical jurisprudence
have been exceedingly meagre, if we
may except Beck's classical but anti-
quated treatise, and other works
limited in scope. From necessity it
lias been the custom to consult foreign
books, which were written for the
benefit of transatlantic readers, and
are in many respects inapplicable to
our methods, and not in conformity
with the legal usages of this country.
We therefore believe that the appear-
ance of an American treatise of this
character will be especially timely
and welcome. A feature of the bock
is the introduction of short articles
upon special subjects, prepared by
distinguished members of the Amel-i-
can bar, which forrn appendices to the
different articles. The legal gentle-
men who have been invited to write
articles upon subjects with which
they are especially familiar have, in
most instances, acted in conjunction
with a medical collaborator. The
editor lias aimed to make the work
under consideration a repository of
the rnost advanced ideas and valuable
cases, and except when the latter are
unique, indispensable, or especially
pertinent, it lias been his aim and that
of his associates to avoid threadbare
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