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NOTE ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF PHOSPHORUS.*
BY DR. E. R. SQUIBB.

Nore By THE Ep1Tor.—The first portion of this paper, which,
Want of space, we are compelled to omit, is more particularly
a:"l"o'itéd to a discussion of the ther'apeutical. effects of phosphorus,
th of the eligibility of various vehicles for its administration. On
t € first of these subjects there is given much information of value

b € physician, and for those who wish to read up the literature of
Phosphorus more thoroughly, a list of authorities is given. Amongst

S¢ may be named Wagner, of Berlin, (4rchives for 1872, vol. Lv.

* IL) ], Ashburton Thompson, of London, (* Free Phosporus,”

publ‘Shed by H. K. Lewis, 136 Gower St., W. C.) and Lemaire
ulletin General de Therapeutique, Sept. 1875.) The objections to

€ various vehicles which have been proposed for the solution or
SPension of phosphorus are stated in great detail by the author
this a decid.ed preferenciz is shown for cod liver oil. In regard to
Sub; r.'Squlbb says: ‘“ From all that has been written upon the
Ject it seems to be pretty well established that phosphorus should
3ndy be given in solution, and that the solvent used should be bland
not volatile, and should be capable of protecting the substance
from the oxidation for a reasonable length of time when protected
ang light apd air. Such a solvept has l.)een'found in cod-!xver oil,
thig the testimony in regard to this solution in cod-liver oil, up to
she time, so favourable as to indicate tha@ all othc_er preparations
th Uld be abandoned. It is therefore the object of this note to show
2 definite uniform solution of phosphorus in cod-liver oil may
theeasﬂy made and easily managed, so as to give an opportunity to
fafe p ysician and pharmacist to use it with great accuracy and
ciany by ordinary extemporaneous prescriptions, allowing the physi-
m to change his dose, and mode of administration, as each case
Y Tequire in its different conditions and stages. This should put
tage _ation by free phosphorus under the same conditions, for accu-
.Observation, with other potent remedies, and would enable
vah]s“flans sooner to determine its true position and more accurate
€1n the materia medica by bringing it within their entire control,
oxid;e?*l)onsibility. It is so very difficult to prevent phosphorus from
Whe t}°n when 1n contract with subgtances containing oxygen ; a}nd
ey] N in contact with substapces .whlch contain no oxygen, so dlfﬁ-
org O prevent its combination with other elements, whlgh impair,
T eStrOy activity, that it is not easy to understand how it can ever
Phoy the circulating fluids of the body, as free or uncombined phos-
US.  Yet that it does so seems now pretty well established ; and
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hi;},J}tM at the meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Association, ‘and fur-

O our correspondent.



