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- Onea of the First writers of tItis continent the Americau historian yu
Prcscott, died et Boston lust weck. He vas Lorn ln 1700 and woîîld m
haie been 63 )-cars ofegoe lid ho livcd te the 4th day of Mday next. Ilis lha
grand fatîser, W'itliani l>rcscatt, commotily called Prescott of Ilepperell, of
ivas the commander of the Americen insurgents at lluaakors 1111; lais no
fatlier, Williami Prescott iras au enalint law-yer. Tho historien gra- an
duatcd at Ilervard collage, ut tiie aga or tiglateen in 1814. Frons bis a
carlist youth lie manifested tIet, toste fort and excellence In thoso lite-di
rary~ pursuis, la whicb lie was to win immortatity for biniseif antd m'
elevate the cliaracter of bis country. After îuaklug an extended tour in eh1
Europe, ho devotcd hinsseif to tiiose pursuits writing fur the North Anse- Ili
rican Review on a large range of subjects. .kî the close af tlle year 1831 'ri
lie publisheti bis laistory of Ferdinand ani Isabelle, in three volumes. It no
ivas moat favorably rcceivcd iu Europe andi ini Axerica ; asnd iras trans- xi
Istea into varlous languages. At the close of 1843 lie gave te thse îvarld ti
aiso in three volumes a laistory of theo conquest of Meuico, xvbica ias not w
leus popular than its predecessor. A volume o! critical and miscellene0us ar
essaya was publisbed in 1845, and two yeara later iti the summer of!
1847, the histoy cf thé canquust of Penn, iras completted and publislîed.
For .Ie greater part of the last twelve years lie bas been engageti lu e
.iistry of thae tife and reiga o! PLilip, t o second King of Spain, a mwork eu

whi h w a dsined vitually toe atbe httry a! the civiliaed World for se
nearly hlai a century. Tio v-au ue of this1 work appearet in Decemnler th
1855 andi the thîrd iras issueti but a few ireeks sinco. Iled it been coin-
pleted3 it iroulti prabably have catendeti ta six volumes. Co

Prescott iras matde n naenber o! tlîe Royal Acedeiny of Mudrli, a ec
Dortor of Laws of Oxford and a corresponrling member of tMe Institute in
of France. lie iras a miost affable andi pleasant man te meet. The irriter fo
being introduceti to bum by an ensinent nsemt>er of thse Newr York bar, 1
mati bis acquitintance a short lime betore bis departure for Europe, in
1850. One of' ise chier abjects of lus voyage, a lie stated to na, iras ta P
altain relief froni an infinnity o! the .eye3 whiclî tbreateneti ta tseczmeni
ahs.,tute cecitv. lie diei o! apjîoplexy, and wvas înterred an the vaults of
St. Pauls' cburch. Wben ire met hlm, ire neyer tbougbit by lais appear-
rince that lie iras any thing 11ke the age whilh lie mîust havre arrived et, B
*£thje above information bo correctE
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Annual Rteport to thle Ibembers of thse Teacheral' te
Associationa la connexion with JKcGiII ?l

Nvormal Scheel. ge

Ladies and Getleten, g

The Comnaittee a! the Associationa beg" ta lay befare yen their
seconud annual Report, being a brie! mtaternent o! iii affasirs for tise
year eisding Ist. Nov. 185.

No changes of aray importance have been madie during tise past
year ira tise constttution, or Bye-Laws a! thse Association, except

ta vhich relates te the atînual subscription of iha memibers. Tise
susail ur cf twoashilin andtisx easce per ansum yaur Committee
fond te ha wioîll inesulËdent ta efmry tbe expenses o! lie Asso-ý
ciatian ;altisougi thse outlays, have been s0 curtaîlet hat even tise
montisly meetings have not beeu, svertised. This thse Comnitîiee
reruretted very mucis, as tise necessary publicity ilarougis tise Mont- i
real Papers, o! tiseir montisly meetings and conferences, giviiîg tise
subject o! thse essaya to be reand by the members mii thse discussians
and other anattere, would, xvithaut doulit, have cîssureda larger andi
more regular attendance. Tise Commistee however, de not men
by thislassertion te say that they have anygreat teason tocomrplain
af the attendance cf men-bers, as regards uister nusubers'
oeregularity, tisera having been present at cacis nonthly meetiang
duraîîg tisaycar a number, tisa average o! 'which somewiîat exceetis
that o!the preceding year; but your Committeeisli1k-e those o! masS,
otiser Associations Mn Societles, anxious tu sec a large itcease iun
she number ai its members andi tlieir.attendance as thae meetings.

Tour Conmrnittee rcnewed their application toParliainent at ils
last ssiou for aid in putcising a Iibrary; but ilagir petiticin met
ivith tise saine fate as that of tise precedline yecar. Thse Committee
wetald, Jaowever, earnestly recomment hear successors ini office, as
iveil as tise Associationa generally, te persevereinlLe -ocd anti uefîs
wark which they have commeuced, as far as their Îitnited means
mill allow, and isure is ne gacti reason te fear tise resuit, thougis
tisat resuit be far distanit; for il is thse province o! the teacher, in a
grest measure, te mouti thse minds of thse rising generation by inf(us-
!ng iet thein a more 'jusi appreciatieta cf bis labours, andi convinc-
ing them tisat lais claims on tise public are as sswong as those
of an>' ailer clias of tise community; and cf thse necesiîty of aitling
hlm in bis laudable desire of acquiring knowled&e, in eider tisat ho
mal b. tIhe botter qualifieti tu irnpart tisai information te the

uthi of Canada, whicli will onable tisera to becomne gooti and useful
embers of isociety, and 8trive la mako tise couniry, erosperous-and

.pp. ucî o tlismi't o olètedbg placing ivithin tise reacli
the, public school teac. er tlio scans ao mental impravement, and
îhing itth coîrduco more tu tlsat enîd thian freq uent conférenices
îoîg themselvcs ; lectures on subjects contueted with education;

scussicîs. on methoda of tocling, classification of ecliocîs, thse
est suitable books to bo used, and allier subjece of a practical
aracter; and more partictslarly by tlic nid of a libasry, suitable ta
s ivatts and flho peculiar employment ia irhichliet onu rgagèd.
te -ceneri library, ta whiicis many a teacher snay have acceas, ais
tv'Ïat he more particularly node; il ie ano especially conneeded

th lais profession tisat would tend to lis improvement as an ins-
ictor andi a guide cf thse young. A library of tbis description
ouldibe much, icss expensive thasi a general aiee; but as teachers
û less numeroue than most other classes o! societ>', andi their means
nerally smail, this boots, cannot bc procured by their individua.
aerality or exertioît. Theo Comrnittee %vounta, therofore, adviee tiseir
ccessars ag"ain ta mernorializo tic Coverument, et the approaching
ssion, in aostiti more urgent malîner for assistance in purcheeing
is indispensable article.
Thse Cammittee are glati o! tlîis opportun ity of saying that tiseir
nnexion srit!î flic MelGil N'ormal Scisool bas been thse mens of
:aenduîag tise nsfuhness o! thie Association, the eraduates of ilai.
stitution i aviiîg attende fic mhenatlîly mecetings in great flambera,
r the purpose of listening ta tie essaye rendi, andl taking part in
o discussionîs carrieti only thc e nbers.. They are also much
eased ta state that tira of the best Essa.ýs Were reati, one by a.
ale and the other by a femnalo studeut ai the Normal School.
Thse papers rendi andi discusseil during the past year are as falloir.
It Iy Mr. Maxwell,-subject: " lThe Utility o! Astromnony."1 2usd.

y' Professar Hicks,-subject: leInfeant Schools."l 3rd. By Mr.
veres.-Subject:"4 Thse ex-ils of Ignorance." 4th. By Miss Everett,
-S'ubject: tg Mucation."l 5tli. By Mr. Arnold.-Subject. «(Teacising

Reati." This laktt Paper iras, by request, repeated ti next
antis, whîen, M. Arnold broughit a dlass af children frdma bis
bhout ta illustrate his unethoti of teaching tbh brancis.
A profitable discussion folloîvet the roading o! aIl these papets;

nad it as conflderatly hopeti that sometuirg bas been doue in tisa wa
tatvance tlie cause o! Edtcation, by rnutuaUly assisting eaeh

ther, by givirag, in tise forsu o! Essays and discussions, our exper-
suce inaftice great andi gacti sork of forming thse minds of tise rising
nieration and fitting thema for spberes of usefulnesa.
Yaur Committee, will ira a short time> open a register, as a mc-

ium ivhereby Trustees of vacant scisools may be brouàht into xeady
ommunication iritis teachers eut of situations anti vice versa. Tiss
hey have always considereti one of the main abjects of tise Asso-
aion; but many obstacles ha-ce hitherto stood in tise way to re-

titi its acccmplishment.
The Committee canuat conclude Ibis report ivithout alluding, wits

irîcere regret, ta the loai of one or the muet useful ansd efficient
nembers of tise Association-tse late Mr. Tisas. Duncan. It is wieIL
non tIiat lte groat interest which, he always took in the vielfare
f lise Association frosu the llrst day of ils existence, tendeti mater-
ally ta ils establishmenat and support; and it is ta be sincerely
apcd tsat hie example wil be ollowed bymn, as e wus net
nylyan ala andi en rgetic teaciser, ad a member of our Associa-
on, but a true chriiani; anti * such, eminently td ta discisarge
se duties o! thse profsion w ech ie followed for somny years
Your Comnaittce %çould ltake this upprtuni y o! stating tisat ina

hîeir intercoarse ivitis tise Edication O&ffice, on bumess coranected
with thse Association, they have been trcaled wilh uniforra lfndness,
espect aud attention bylte honiorable, the Superintendent of Edu-

aion, te Whom thse best tisanks of tise Association are due.
On the îi'iole, your Commiîlee conceive that the Association has

vcry teason te be satisfied Nvith tise past year)s wark; for îlsey
aàhnot help thiuking tisnt h lias, ta some extent, been instrumental
n ativancing she cause of Education, by means Df tise Essaya ri
mil discussions carried on at its regular monthly meetings anad co-
krences. Thse Association, sherefore, lias much reason tu tharik
lad for his divine blessiug on its past labours ira the important work
n whichi it ia engageti.

Mantreat 22th January, 1859.

Si. AEJ<oLu.
Cor. Secretary.


