136

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

-— . i m e e ——

efforts of admirable men the change took place, T shall rela‘c a
little on,  Let us now look at the present,

IL.—Tuxr Monexy Sciroors.

What are ou: schools in this present fifth decade of the nineteenth
century, and what are they from year to year giowing to be ? Upon
this subject I can of course only give my readers a fresher and
livelier impression of matters w¥|ich they already understand. 1

begin with the exterior—not only every town, but every village of

our futher-land has at present its own school-houses.” They are
usua'ly so noticeable for architecture, aitiness and dimensions, as to
be recognized at the first glance. The districts often compe'e ami-
cably with each other in their appearance, and make great sacrifices
for superiority.

In the school-hon-e resides the teacher; & man who 1s often an
object of the ridicule of the young, but who, if really a teucher,
deserves and possesses the respect of the ald.  Many of course fail
to obtain an adequate reward, especially for their highiest aspirations,
in their important calling ; but their internal sources of satiefaction
increase from day to day, in the power of hLfting them above the
depressing and wearing cares of their office. The conviction is daily
gaining ground, that ¢ what men do to the teacher, they are doing

to their own children.” The teacher is an educated man. Heis
trained in seminaries establihed and mamtained for the purpose by
the state. The time is past when teaching was practiced along

with some handicraft; now undividvd strength is devoted to it.
How deep, y teachers ate them- slves impressed with the importance,
and engaged in the work, o. steadily and continnally improving
themselv. s, is shown in the ze+| with which they orzanize and mair.-
tain reading societies and associations foc improvement.

Let us now consider the interior condit:on of the school, and
observe its instr.-ction :——

The children are kept quiet far otherwise than by blows. Each
sits in his own place, busy at his lessons. Nowhere in the light,
roomy, and cleanly school rooms or halls is there any interruption,
or any thing that could interrupt the attention of the young students.
The walls are adorned with a1 manner of apparatus,

Far otherwise than by b ows is the intercourse tetween teacher
and children characterized. He ¢reets them with & fri ndly word,
aud they him by rising up. e opens school with a prayer, and
2 hymn follows, s.ng well and sweetly. Now begins the business
of instruction. All are earnest in it; every one has his work to do.
There is no longer more than a slight trace of the plan of single
instruction. A 1 earn together every thing that is taught Foimerly
the only thing taught tv all was to read, and that by rote ; for writin
and arithmetic were required an extta payment ; now, their wor
is regulated by a carefully considered plan of study, prepared b
the teacher and superintending authorities of the scgmol, whie
includes all subjects essential to the attainments of all ; all *he ele-
ments, that is of a general education.

At the head of all instruction in that concerning ¢*)d’s providence
and man’s destiny ; in religion and virtue. To instruct the children
in these gieat truths, to lay the secure foundation of fixed religious
habits, is the highest aim of the teacher. Maxims, songs, &c.,
chosen with wise foresight, are ineradicably planted in his memory,
and become a rich treasure to the scholar in after life. The singmg
is a part of the religious exescises. In solo, duet, or chorus, the
scholars sing to the edification of all who take pleasure in well
doing. They also learn secular sangs, suitable in words aud melody,
and promotive of social good feeling.

The second chief subject of schoo! instruction is reading. One
who can not read easily, loses the rincipal means of acquiring
knowladge during his future life. And how is it taught 2 The fright-
ful old-fashioned drawl is done away with even to its last vestiges.
Children now read, after two years’ regular school attendauce, not
only tluently, but with just tone and accent, in such wise as to show
that they understand and feel what they read. Is not that alone an
immeasurable advance ?

Formerly. the children studied each by himself, aud where they
barely learned to write by continual repetitior of the letters and
loug practice, they now acquim facility in noting down and drawing
upn the form of a composition, whatever they think or know.

rom the beginning, they are mvarinbly trained to revite distinetly
and correctly, speaking with proper tone, aud as nearly as possible
all together. This exercise has completely proved for t{o first time,
hiow ymportant 1t is that the teacher should understand and observe
the rules of syntax and correct speaking. In this point, our present
school instruction in an entirely new art. The old-fashioned teachers
themselves could scarely read; now, the scholars leara it.

it is needless to detail all th#t remans ; the entire revolution iu
teaching arithmetic, whete, for unintelligent rule-work, has been

substituted the meaus of developing the intellect, inasmuch that
the scholarscau not only reckon easily both mentally and in writing,
but can also understand, judge, and form conclusions. It is needless
10 detail the instructions in the miscelluneous departments of geo-
graphy, history, natural history, popular astronomy, physics, &e.,
which 18 intended for every man whe pretends, even to the begin-
‘ning of an education, and by means of which only is man enabled
to comprehend the wonder of existence, and to grow up intelligently
into an active lifo amongst itx marvelous machinery,

No; it is needless to speak of those things and of many more ;
but it would be wrong not to devots a few words to the means by
wiich the teacher of the present day maintains discipline ; that is,
seeks to train his scholars to obedience, good orde., good conduct
and deportment, and to all other good qualities. In_truth, no one
who should overlook nur immense improvement in this department
can be said to know the proposed aim of our good schools and skill-
ful educators and teachers; or ever to understand our schools at
all. The well-dizposed scholar is received and managed by love.
But if the teacher finis himself forced to punish an ungoverned,
disabedient, or lazy scholar, he atonce guls a period to ﬂ\p indul-
zence of his base or wicked practices. It pains him, but his sense
of duty ?revails over his pain, and he punishes him a« a man ac-
quainted with human nature and as a friend, first admonishing him
with words. Fear is not the sceptre with which he govens ; that
would train not men, but slaves. It is only when admounition, sti-
mulation, and example have failed, and when duty absolntelf de-
mands it, that he makes use of harsher means. It is above all his
endeavor to treat his children like a corcientious father, Their
succes is his pride and happiness; in it ke finds the blessing of his
dificuit calling. He daily beseeches God for it, aud looks with a
thankful heart to him, the giver of all good, upon whose blessing
every thing depende, and without whom the watchman of the house
watches in vain, if under the divine protection any thing has pros-
pered under his hands.

Instead of a dark and dreary dungeon, the school has become an
institution for training men.. Where the children formerly only
remained unwillingly, they now like best to go. Counsider, now,
what the consequences of this change of training must be on the
hearts and lives of the children. How many millions of tears less
must flow every year down childrens® cheeks ! In Gernany alcne,
more than tive millions of children are attending school at the same
time. Is the inspiration of such a number to future goodness a
fantastic vision? Must not every department of school management
assume great importance 2 It is with joy and Fnde thei Tsayit; 1
myself am a teacher. Nowhere, in general, do children spend
happier hours, than in school ; at morning, and at noon, they can
not wait for the time of departing for schoo! ; they wihingly lose
their breakfast, rather than to be late. How was it formerly ? How
often did fathers or mothers drag their screaming children to the
school ? And what awaited them there ? God bless the men who
have been and still are laboring, to the end that the pleasant season
of youth, whi .h will never return, the happy tyime of innocent child-
hood, may not be troubled with the dark barbaric sterness of pedan-
tic school-tyrants ; but that the school may be a place where the
children may learn all that is good and praiseworthy, in milder and
more earnest ways ; a place in which earnest and thoughtful men,
friends of children, and loving the teacher’s profession, may feel
and admt that they have passed the happiest hours of their lives.
From schools so conducted, & blessing must go forth over the earth.
Indeed, the ancierts knew this. Thousands of years ago, it was
high praise to say « He has built us a school;” and not less to
say, “gie has prepared praise for nimself in the mouths of children.”

*‘he school as become an institution for training men and women ;
the old « school-masters” have become teachers. Pupils are now
educated from the very foundations of their being, and by intelir-
gible means. ‘The echolar is not .a machine, an automaton, a log;
and accordingly the system of learning unintelligently by rote_has
come 1o be reckoned a slavish and degrading drudgery. The laws
of human_truining and development are no longer arbitrarily an-
nounced, but are investigated, and when discovered, are faithfully
followed. These laws lie within human nature itself. Beasis may
be drilled at pleasure into external observances ; but human beings
must be educated and developed with reason and to reason, accord-
ing to the laws impressed by God upod human nature, Of these
laws, the schoolnaster handcrafismen of former centuries knew
nothing. Now, every thoi ghtful teacher adjusts his course of edu-
cation and all his eflorts whatever, as nearly us possible to nature.
The consequeuces of this magnificent endeavor, in pedagogic
scieuce and art are plain beiore our eyes in our school-rooms. Ins-
tead of the foriner damp and gloomy prisons, we have light, healthy,
clean and pleasant rooms ; instead of Jdry and mechanical dnlling



