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efforts of admirable men the change took place, I elhal relace a
little on. Let us nnw look ai the present.

1.-Trii MODERN SCîlooLS.

What are on, sehoolq ini this prosent fIfth decade of the nineteentlî
century, and whaq are they flom year te year groviig be b? Upon
this eribject 1 can of course enly give my readers a freslher ani
livelier impression of matters w1hich thoy already understand. 1
begin with thre exterior--not oniy every town, but eveiîy village of
our father-iand bas at preRent is own school-hauses. They are
natta Iy au noticeabie for architecture, ainess and dimensions, as tu
be recognized at the firet glance. The districts often coînpe-e ami-
cably with each other in titeir appearance, and make great sacrifices
for superiority.

lai the schoi-hou-e resides the teacher ; a marn who ilq often an
abject of the ridicule of the young, but wvho, if really a te1Ch er,ý
deserves and possesses thre respect of the ohi. Many of course fai
to obtaiti an adtequato reward, especialiy for their highcst aspirationts,
in thoir important calling; but thoir internai sources of satis4faction
increato from day to <la>, inii di power of lifting thora above the
depresè;ing ani wearing cares of their office, The conviction is daily,
gaining ground, that diwhat menr do to the teacher, they are doing
to their own children."1 The teucher ig an educated mana. H-e is
trained ini seminaries estabished and mnîaiined for the purpose b,
tse state. The time is point Nvhpii îaching wae pr-acticed% aiong

with sorte handicrali; 110w undivîd. d strength is devoted to it.
How deer, y teachers are them- ilves impressed with the importance,
and engaged in tire work, o. steadily and continnai ly imrcrvi.nj
thems.elv.s, isshovn in tliezei with which theyorgani7.ean mair-
tain reading societies and associationîs for improvemnerît.

Let us now consider the iiiterior cotrdit.ori of tihe school, and
observe its instr.etion:

The children are kept quiet far othtzwise than by blo'vs. Each
nits ini his owa place, bus>' at bis lesuon@. Nowhere ini the light,
roomy, and cleanly school moins or halls is there an>' interrtiption,
or any thing that could interrîipt the attention of the yoèunig. tudetîts.
The walls are adorned with a-1 manner of apparatuq.

Por otherwise than b>' b nwvs is the intercour.,e tetween tettcber
and childeen characterized. H1e --reets tîtein xith a fri ndly %vord,
ad thet' him by rising up. lie openés school tith a pra er, antd

a hyran foliuws, a..ng tveii and sweelly. Now begins the busainess
of instruction. Ait are oarnest in it; ever>' one bas his work to do.
Thore is no longer more than a slighh trace of the plIan ofisingle
instruction. A 1 eari togethor every thing that is taught Folmery>
the onlt>îing t'tught tu aIl %vas tu road, and that b>' rote; fbrw~ritrag
and arithmetir 'vere recîuired ait exhia paymorat; naw, theur work
as regulahed by a carefuilly coîîsidered kplan of slnd>', preparod by
the teaclier and superi nitend ing autiiorittes of the schooi, îvbich
irreindes ail subjcîs es.qential te tuie tttîiiîments of ail ; ai 'lie eie-
mntsl thit is of a gencral edculaion.

At the hoad cf aIl instruction in that coiiceriig Pd' pa vience
and man's destiny; ini religion and virtue. Tc inistruct thc chil'dreii
ini theze gteat truthî, to laS' the secure founclation of fixed religious
habite, is the hig.riest aim of the teaclier. Maxim,;, songB,&.

chosn wih wirforslit, are ineradicably platîtec iin his mentorv,
and become a rich treasure tu thre scîrolar in. after life. The sin.gjiig
is a part of the religions exercises. In solo, duet, or chorus, the
scholars ikangtr the edification ot al]) wlro take pleasure in Weil
doing. They aiea learn secular songa, suitable iii words aiid melody,
andi pramotive of social good feeling.

The second claieof subjecl ofsachool instructioni in reading. One
who can not read easily, lones the pritteiipai means of acquirinz
knowledge during hie future life. And liow,. as it trrught ? The frý ir
fui old-fas3hioii drawl is clone away wtvir even to its fast vestigesi.
Children now read, after two year8' regular sebool atterîdance, îlot
ot> lluently, but wvith inst hone and accent, ini guci wiîe as lé -thow
that the>' understand anîd fiel wlar îreý read. Is not ibrît alone a
irairnasurable advance?1

Formerl>'. the cijdrenr studied each by bimself, aird whlere they
barel>' lcarned ta %vrite by continuai rîapetitioa' of thte Iettcrs and
loug practice, they nowv acqurire facilît>' ini iioting down andi draNviug
1p ra tire formi of a r.oiapoiitioti, %v atcvcr the>' tiik or know.
From tire begirroing, tire> are iîivatiatly traiired lu recite distisi ti
and correctly, speaking wvitix proper tarie, anid as neari> spsîl
ail together. This exercise bas compieteiy- proved for to Iirt timel
Irow important at is tirat the teacher shouiri unuierztanr anrd observe
tire rides of syntant and correct speaking. ln this point, ur lireseral
sehool insruction in an entirel>' îew art. The old-fasbioned teaciiers
themnselvea could scarel>' rend; aiaw, the acholars Jeatît ut.

It is needliess to detaîl ai that romains; thre entire revolution iii
teaching arithmnetie, whore, fer unirîîeiiigeîu rule-work, hua& beuri

subs'itntied tire ineanis of developing tire intellect, inasmuch thnît
thep scholarscati îlot unît' reckon easily bathr mentally and ini writin.9,
but cati al«o unileretnîîdl,jitdge, and foria conîclusions. i i,4 needleîiS
ru detail tire insatructions ini the mscellaneous departmetîts of geo-
qrrplry: history, natural lîistory, pu polar astronomy, physics, &C.,
whiich ta iiîtenieni for ovory muai who0 pretetîds, everi tu thre be iu-
aing of ait education, andbýy mieanne of whicir only is man eîîabled
tu comprehiend the wotnder of existence, nnd ta grcî%v up intelligeîîtly
iruo an active lufe amongst itra marvelous machiner>'.

No ; il in needless to speak of those thitigs and of mari>' marc;
but it would be wrong iîot ho devote a feîv %orrls tu th.~ meann b>'
w îich the toucher of the pré-sent day xnaintaiîîe discipline;, that ia,
.,eeks tu train hie scholars ta obedience, good orde., gond conduet
and deortmoaî, and tu ait ather coud qualiticît. tIn trth, no one
wvho shouid overlook nur immense irmpmvemnert an this department
can be îlaid bu know the proposed aimt of our goodi schools anid sik!Il-
fui edricatorti and teachers ; or ever ta undersianb our ichoolm ai
al. The well-di:iioLd scholar is received andI managed by love.
But if the teacher flnds himmelf forced tu punish an uintroverneul,
disobediont, or isazy seholar, ho i once puits a period ta t'he indul-
gfelce of bis base or wicked practires. It pains h im, but bis semée
oU dtrty prevails over hie pain, and ho puisiîhes humt a- a mari ac-
qqainted witb human nature and as a friand, tiret admnonishing hîm
with wordd. Fear is flot the sceptre with which lie governs ; that
would train not men, but slaves. i is only whea. admonition, sti-
mulation, andi example have failed, andi %*hen dtity absolîîtely de-
manda it, that ho makes une oif harsiier moesli. It is above ail lus
endeavor to brout iris children liko a concieiitious father. Their
suecein is bist pride anrd happiness; in it liu fitids the blesiîîig of his
ditficuit callitig. lie dail>' beseeches God for it, anrd looks with a
thankfui heart tu Ihim, the giver cf ail good, opoen whose blessing
every thing deppiids, antI %itbout wbom, the watchrnan of the hotite
wvatelies in vain, if utider the divine protection arry ihiir, liaï. pros-
pered urîder bis hands.

Jrîstead of a dark and dreary dungeon, thre sehool lias becoiue ail
institution for training men. WNhere tire cldren formerl>' only
remaitied unwillingly, tltey njow like best to go. Coiider, iîowv,
what thre consequences cf this change of training muaI bc on liée
liearts and lives of the children. llow mant' millions of tears les
muët, ftow evory y'ear clown chlfet clîeeks! iii Gerîîîaiî alcnie,
more that live millionot o! children are altendirrg scitool at the saine
tinte. In the inspiration of such a itumber ta future goodaiess a
fantastie vision? Muet not every department of sebtiol managrement
assume great importance? lbI is %vilh joy and pride tii, 1 si y il; 1
mysoîf arn a teacher. Nowhere, ini geniera , (Io ehildren speard
liappier hours, than in school ; ah morning, nd at nouai, they cari
not wait for the lime of departing for Khîool , they %viliingly losoZ
their breakfast, rather than ho be ]aie. How %vas il f'ormerî>'? 110%v
often digi fahlient or moîhers drag their scneamiitg cildren to thre
school ? And what awaited riîem there 1 God btess tflic men wrlo,
ihave been antd still are laburiîîg, to theend that the plcasant soa.'ni
cf youth, whif h i neyer retumn, bte ha îîpy lime nf innîocent ichilci-
Iiod, may nul ho troub!*d wiriî tue dark barbarie sterie.ss tif liedanî-
tic school-tyrants; but that die scbool may, bo a place where liée
children niay leari al iliat is goou andi praisoewortby, in mnlder aid
more earîîost wayîs; a place inawiaich earnost ai îhoughtful mon,
fricaids of chidren, and lovin- the teacher's professioii, rnay feet
and admît that they have padtsed the liappiest liaurs of tiroir lives.
From schools su conducted, a blessing must go forth over the eartb.
lndeed, the aitcier.te knew tis. Tlrouiaids o! years nago, il %vas
bigb, Irîse ta say "-He lias bu ilt us a school ;"I and neýt less tu
say "H eiras prepared praise for iiimself in the motiocilIe)I

The scirool us becomne an institution for trainîing mon and womtxaa;
thre old di bcolmstr"ave become teaelhers. Pupil1s arc iîow
etdticaied frein bhe ver>' foundations of their beiîîg, and b>' intelit-
gible meanit. The relîclar is nul *a mach ine, an automatun, a lug;
aird accordutagly thie systemr of learning uninteligent> b>' rote lias
came in be reckuned a siavish and degradirig drudgery. The laws
of humait tr:iiîinq ani deveîopmneaîî are no longer arbitraril>' aut-
îîoirnced, but arm iîrvestigahed, anid when discovered, are failliftlly
folloved. These iaws lie wiîhmn human nature ittseif. Beasts mnay
bc drillecl ai pleasure iei externai observances;. but Iruman beings
muet bat edricaîcd and developed %vilth reason anà tu reason , accota-
ing to tbe laws iutpressed b>' God upod human înatre. 0f these
lawt's, tire sahoolinaster handcraftsmer of former cenuiries knew
nothing. Now, ever> thoi ehtful tesacher adjusts hie course o! ente-
cationi antd aIl bis efforts; whalever, as nearl>' as possible ta nature.
The consequeraces of tis mnagnificoîit etiavor, iit pedagogie
scienrce and art ame plain belore our eyes on our scbool-rooms. Ins-
tead of tire liorîner darnp and gloomny prisans, we have ligirt, heaîthb>,
clisan anrd pieamit xsaoms; insbead cýf tiry and raethainicat driiling


