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Church of Christ by the Master Himself, which covers active duty. He
did indeed give two othcr commands : *‘ This do in remembrance of Me,”
and *‘ Love onc another.”” But obviously both of these belong to a
different category. One refers to the great memorial ordinance and szera-
ment which keeps Iis atering death in perpetual remembrance ; the other
has to do with an abiding principle of heart life. But there is one and a
solitary injunction, having to do with aggressive work for His kingdom.
No other command st:nds besic'z it. Itis itsclf the wkole Decclogue of the
new life. DBut though alone it is all-inciusive. If this be fulfilled, every
other Jaw and duty of a serviceable life is embraced and performed.

Evangelization, then—carrying the good news from land to land until
every human soul is reached—is the one all-inclusive work of the Church.
This is no small work, nor one to be easily done. After nineteen centu-
ries, it has nmever yet been actually Jone, so that no one generation has
fully heard even once the message of the Gospel, and nc doubt there are
larger masses of mankind absolutely unreached by the good tidings to-day
than ever before.

It is s0 much the more imperative that this work should be imme-
diately undertaken and with ali possible promptness accomplished, because
even when done, it is but the beginning, not the end of evangelism. Had
every human being to-day heard the Gospel, with every pendulum stroke
one dies and another is born ; and so, within thirty years a new genera-
tion must be taught, or we have again earth peopled by the unevangelized ;
so that, unless the Church of Christ keeps up her hely activity and reaches
one new soul every second this work will not remain done, though once
accomplished. Moreover, evangelization is not conversion, but only the
first step in preparation for it. And so God meaus that, like the poor,
the unsaved shall be always with us that their condition may be a perpetual
appesl and incentive to evangelistic activity. For the Church to have no
more need to preach the Gaspel to lost sinners would be such a calamity
and curse that, at any point this side of perfectinn, it would imply rapid
decline and awf'1l decay. Scarcely less for our sake than for the sake of
nnpardoned sinners do we need to act as God’s messengers ; for a stream
that stagnates becomes putrid, and where growth stops death begins.

We must, therefore, undertake in God's name as never before to get
the Gospel into contact with every living soul.  Our work in thus witness-
ing to all lays the basis for the fuller and more permanent work of repeat.
ing and confirming this witness by establishing the Christian home, and
church, and school, and college, the sanctified press, and all those educa-
tional, philanthropic, and benevolent institutions which are God's trees of
life on ecither side of the banks of the river of life. Buch evangelization
would te followed by the gathering of converts into churches, which is
organization ; then :” - fuller training in knowledge. picty, and service,
which is education and edification, and so all true blessings attendant
apen the highest and truest Christian civilization would follow, and pre-

it !




