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there is no doubt ; and the dastardly policy of Russia is daily becoming
clearer. Add to this fact the other one, that there is to human view
nothing to prevent Russia from taking all the six so-called Armenian
provinces when she chooses, and that in all probability England herself
will soon request her to de so, and the present outlook for missions and
missionaries is not a brilliant one. YWe must also look at the physical
condition of the missionaries themselves. They have all been through an
awful strain, with no let-up for months, and the effect is naturally begin-
ning to be felt. It will be necessary for quite a number of them to get
away for a rest and change this coming summer, but will they be allowed
by the Turks ever to resume work at their posts? Of course, Russian
interests demund the removal of every missionary. Will Turkey, then,
exclude all who go? She has already begun to do so. She has notified
the United States Minister that two of them, now in America, will not Le
allowed to return. She has accused another of complicity in murder and
revolution, simply in order to get him out of the country. She has like-
wise brought false charges against others also, but such as even her own
false witnesses could not sufficiently prove. May our own Government
not be hoodwinked into allowing such disregard of treaty rights. But ail
these actions indicate the commencement of a policy of persecutior that
is calculated to hinder and retard the missionary work for some time to
come. God grant that some other solution may be fuund for this vexed
question, and that Russian orthodoxy mnay not be the successor of Moslem
fanaticism !

It is, indeed, a gloomy outlook that has here Leen pictured ; and were
this all, and could no silver lining be discerned, well might the mission-
aries sit down each under his juniper-tree and request for himself that ke
might die. Thank God, cven under these most trylng circumstances
there are elements of bope, and a brighter day is sure to come in God's
own time for this poor land. TFirst among the encouray ng signs may be
mentioned the increased attention centered on this land and its Christians,
and the loosening of purse-strings in the Anglo-Saxon world for these
Armenian sufferers. Man is a selfish antmal, but where ho does give his
wealth, he gives also his sympathics and prayers; and thousands of
hearts are turned to-day toward Turkey in loving petitions that will not
be unapswered, The imissionaries have, time and again within the past
five months, been deprived of all hope in everything but prayer; but
God’s answers to their petitions have been so wonderful as to greatly
increase their faith and zeal, and they now feel more than cver before ths
value of united, fervent prayer on their behalf all over the world.

Another reason for courage is the open expression, on the part of scores
of Turks, of disgust at the horrid methods employed by their sovereign
against their fellow-beings, and of sympathy with their suffering. Many
2 Moslem has risked his own life, and some have lost their lives, in & gal-
lant defense of Christians from the frenzied mob of Turkish soldiers and
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