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T IIE compiimcntary dinner given to i. GoidiniSmith, on the eve of his departure for Eng-
laund, ha., nany -Iaimb to a permanent res-ord in these
pages. It L, but beldom, in Canada, at any rate,
that a Lom'pany of gentlemen assemble to do honour
to literary abiiity and scholarly attainments. Its
nov elty, therefore, would entitie this demonstration
to notice in the CANADIAN MONTHLY, even if there
Nvere flot special reasons wvhy it should receive ex-
ceptional treatment at oui hands. Tt was assuredly
no ordinary feeling wbich prompted the gathering
together, during a political crisis, of men of both
parties, to offer a tribute of respect possessing no
political significance. It was, in the strictest sense,
a litcrary demonstration, and as such, an additional
proof, if that weîre nieeded, that the literary spirit, un-
trarnmelled by the ties of party, ani undisturbed by
its animosities, lia corne to be a powver ini the
Dominion. 0f those presenit at the dininer there
mere doubtiess manty ivbo Nouid be found to dis-
3ýent fron bomne of Uhe opinions hield by their guest,
and fions otiiers it has been the fashion to attribute
to him.

It is no insignificant item in the debt wvhich mod-
ern society owes ta culture, that differences of opinion
areno longer incompatible with generous appreciation
of sterling usent and unquestioned integrity iii an
opponient. Nor is it indifference to truth whici un-
derlies the toierant temper of the timc--it is rathcr
the growing conviction tlîat discordance of viesv is
thse inevitable result of thorough inquiry. - I)iscus-
sion ib the oîîly highiway which leads to knowtledge
ini the best sense of tIse %%ord ; and discussion can
onily be conducted witb profit w'hen it is conducted
w% ith fairncss and good temper. So far as the judi-
cial spirit enters into the arguments even of a par-
tisan, be will cheerfully concede to lus opponient tihe
honesty of motive and confidence in Use truth of his
opinions hie dlaims for isimself. It is to the literay
culture of tise time we owe tisat cbaî-ity whicls weigis
the evidence agaiùst us as well as for us, and bas
tisus gone far to remove the per.sonal element from
nsodern disputation.

I-lence the entbiusiasns with w'bich a mixed coin-
pany, composed of legisiators, lawyers, professors,
bankers, and merchants, representing diverse pur-
suits and varied phases of opinion, teified their
admiration of great talents, eminent scholarship, and
undoubited purity of motive in the person of Prof.
Goldwin Smith. During a two ycars' residence in
Toronto, the guest of the evening hsad approved
bimseif to tIse people of Canada, not only a man of

learning or a inc-re mnaster of language, but anc de-
jtermined to use hbs gifts for the noblest purpose-the
advatn--emeist and elevation of his adopted land. On
the leuture platform, at the annual gatbcrings of thc
Univenitieb, v.s through the columns of the press,
tise barre earnest aimi lias ever been iset before him,
and pursued. witb aus unselfi,i and unobtrusive car-
nestness. If we may borrow fromn the Porttghtly
Review a phrase used in anotber connection, hie bas
given us an emninent example of such" loyers of
tr-uth and honesty as wve usuaily flnd a great schoiar
or ma of science to be int aur own day." Added ta
this wvas a generous endeavour ta encourage and sti-
mulate nascent ability %vhierever hie found it, which
attache.1 ta him ai witi wisom lie came in contact.
For ail these reasons hie hb surrounded bimself with
a host of friends, wîthout striving for or desiring
popular appiause.

I t is not oui purpose wo give in detail the proceed-
ings at the dinnti of tise 7tis ultimo, for they have
aiready appeated at buffi.ient length in the daily
press. Dr. Wilson's extremely valuable services in
tise chair did not, bowever, receive that prominence
in the reports wisich they deserve. Nothing could
bav2 been inore feicitous than tise remarks made
preliminary ta tise toasts. His introduction of the
guest was especially happy boUs in manner and mat-
ter. The audience, we are sure, sbared bis con-
victions tbat w'hiist wve had enjoyed, during tbe Pro-
fessor's residence, tise services of aise of the most
eminent of England's scliolars, so during bis sojourn

in hb native land we sisouid have a faithful repre-
sentative of Cansada there, %vho aphîreciatesý, becaube
bie tisoroughly uîsderstais&.i,, Us,.; resour-ces of the i-ouni-

try, and entertaitis, rationai and w ell-founided liopes,
in the greatness of its future.

We touch iiglstly upon a subject personal, in a
sense, ta ourselves. Incidentaiiy, the CANADIAN

MON-rHLV rcceivcd nsany complimentary notices on
thc occasion. It would be affectation ta deny tîsat
these evidences of public favour were grateful and
encouraging ta us. The efforts we bave made, in
the interests of national literature, bave resulted ini
substantial and assured success ; stili, ta the literary
public we must look for continued and increased
support. Apart, bowever, fromn considerations; of

i tbe future, we are pleased ta find tbat wvbat bas been
effected in these columns is thorougbly approved.

Mr. Goldwin Smitb referred ta tbe enterprise witb
wbicb bis name bas been closely associated. Per-
baps we may venture ta supplement bis remarks with
one or two of our own. The playful title af "'literary


