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They know, wlîo thuls oppress Ile,
'Tis biard to be alone;

But know not Oîîe an bless nie
Whio cornes thirough bars and stone.

Ile mnakes iny duingcon's darkness brighit,
And fis nîy bosoni with delighit.

"Thy love, 0O God, restores nie
FroKu sighis and tears to praise;

And deep :ny soul adores l'lie,
Nor tliinks of tirne or place:

I ask nio mure, in good or iii,
But union with Thy lioly wvfll.

'Tis that whichl inakes my treasure,
'Tis thiat mhielt brings niy gain;

Converting 'voe to pleasure,
And reaping joy froin pain.

O11! 'tis enotigh, Nvhate'er befa»Il,
To know tliat God is all in ail."

In 1696 Bossuet publislied a
very Iearned and able treatise on
the questions of spiritual life wvhich
were agitating the religious world,
entitieci, "Instructions on the
States of Brayer." I n this work,

w while bis own teaching was very
simiilar ta Màadame Guyon's, hie im-
puigned hier character and opinions.
Fenelon, asked to approve the book,
demurred ta the personal attack,

g and in 1697 clîivalrously defended
bier, witbout, indeed, nanîing, lier iii
his celebrated IlMaxinis of the
Saints,*' an admirable exposition ai
the doctrine of tlie inner or igbrler
life, the life ai divine union or per-
fect love.

Thereuipon ensued a long' and
painful controversy. Bossuet %vas
determined at ail bazards ta vindi-
cate his position as leader of the
Cliurch of France by crushing
Fenielon. Fenelon would sacrifice
neitlier tbe truth af God, as lie saw
it. xîor tlic good xvoman wlîo biad 50
long incarnated it. H-e declared,
Mvieni Bossuet cliarged liii with in-
troducingane spiritualitv, tbat
lie was defending not a new spiri-
tuality, but the aId, that ai tbe
aposties, the fatiiers, and the best
wvriters tlîroughylout the ages.
Nably did bie reply ta Bossuet's
taunt tlîat Fenelon -would be van-
quislîed:

"In respect~ ta thîe cont.roversy hetween

us, thiere is inothinglf which I ivisli more
than to be vanquislied by you, if the
positions iwhichi 1 take are wriong,. Two
things only do I desire-trutli and pence ;
-truth whicli niay enligliten, and peace
wliicli rnay unite us."'

'Very notable is it tlîat bath
Fenielon and Madame Guyon were
preserved by the peace of God
xvithin thern froni ail violence and
bitterness and controversy and un-
der persecution.

The affair xvas reierred ta the
Pope. Tbe investigation and dis-
cussion dragged on fiom 1697 ta
16q9. King Li)uis did not wvait
for the action ai Rame, but, in
1697, dismissed Fenelon froni tlîe
court ai wvlic1î lie biad been sucli a
distinguished ornament, and con-
fined lîim ta lus bumbler duties in
the diocese ai Cambray. At the
urg-ent solicitation ai Louis, the
Pope finally condemned Feneloiî's
views, but as understood by otiiers,
not as explained by lîimseli.
Fenelon, wvifl majestic patience, re-
signiation, and love ai lus enemies,
desisted from ahl controversy, de-
voted himself ta his practical
duties, and continued ta quietly
teacli and exempliiy tlîe doctrine
of perfect love, until his death in
1715, witlî tue words, Tby will be
(lone," on bis lips.

Wliile cantraversy thus raged iii
lîiglî places, poor Madame Guyon
lay iii prison, deprived ai the sa-
cietv ai friends, and keenly suifer-
ing f rani atrociaus attenîpts ta
blacken lier cliaracter. From the
castle ai Vincennes she wvas re-
moved ta Vangirard, and irom
Vangirard ta tbe infamous Bastile,
Slîe wvas kept in one ai the dun-
gc-ons ai tlîat horrible prison from
1698 ta 170:2, probably in solitary
confinement, and probably not far
fron the cell in wvlicb tlîe Man
in the Iran Mask biad been secluded
for tlîirtv-seven ,years, wlien suie
entered thiose portaIs ai despair.
A mantie ai absolute silence fails
upon tliose four terrible vears, for


