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the head of o party, the abettor of no. faction.—
Asthe commén ruler of al), his pasition.is one of
high, passionless, dignified, and unprejudicod nou-
trality. +We hope the déclaration of this opinion
will not bring down another viol of anger on our
devoted heads from our testy correspondent, who
perhaps by the way, would wish to undertake the
mnnagement of this Journal himself. If so, we as-
sitre hitn that as far as we are concerned. we will
nbdt throw much difficulty mn the way of his am-
bition.

CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST AT!

THE DUTCH VILLAGE, N. W. ARM.

On ‘the'24th ult., the foundation and frame of
this iew Church were laid at the Duteh Village.
The Bishop and Vicar General were present, and
the Work was darried on with spirit and zeal, | The
mhabitants of the neighbourhood rendered every
askistande, and the auspicions commencement of
shis undettaking promises well for our holy reli- |
gion il that beautiful neighbourhood. A great
nimber of ‘Catliolies are scittered between Halifdx,
and’/the North West Atm, and also for several miles
airthe Windsor Road, to whom the New House of
Worship will'be a great convenience, as well as a
great blessing.  Several of our Catholic neighbours
at"lJammonds’s Plains ¢an also avail themselves
freqhienily of the opportunity afforded by the Church
of St. John the Baptist. The Church and adjoin-
ing building have been already boarded if, and ac-
tive measures are in progress for its completion. It is
intended to establish a school as sbon as possible in
connection with the Church. The following Ca-
tholics have been appointed by the Bishop as a
committec 6f collectors to solicit subscriptions for
the House of God, and we have no doubt that they
will discnarge their duties with perseverance and
SUCCESS 1=

Messrs. John Kline, Patrick Lynch, Jeremiah
Narphy, Patrick Brennan, Peter Carrol, Laurence
Roche, John Gaoley, and Thomas Conolly.

At Windsor Road, Bedford Basii :—

Messrs.. Robert Allen, and James Deyle.

At Hammond’s. Plains :—

-*Messts John Murphy, H, Mclnity, and Michael
Shanahan. ' . "

What Catholit within twenty miles round will
retuse his mite towards the accomplishment of this
holy ufidertaking, thisnew encampment of Catho-
Lieity in the neighbourhood of onr city ? .

All donatioris and Subscripticns will be  thankful-
ly acknowledged in our colirans. ‘

i

PRESBYTERIAMISM AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.
. (Continued.)

* The other example wesclect is Pe. xxi. 17, «They have)
dug my hin~ds and feet,” said in reference to Christ ont the
Cruss. The modern Hebrew text, however, has, instead of

¢ they have dug.'"the words ** like a lion."”” But so untenable
is this Iatter reading, that Protestants genesally, snd even the
Wesiminster divines themselves notwithstanding they found out
that the Hebrew text is absalutely pure, becanse nota jot or a
tittlo of the law wns to pass awav, reject it and adopt that of the
YVulgate and other versiong, "There 18 no need of muluplying
examplas in support of & point which no learned Protestant dis-
putes, The rule to be laid down is, that the best reading is not
always that of the Hebrew or Greek, but is to be determined
by a eautions and judicious comparison of the texts of ancient
manuscrips and versions, .

The merits of the Vulgate as « translation, far execed those
of any modera vetston. 1t was chiefly the work of St. Jerome
whose réputation for learning and skill in the Oriental lauguages
stands yntivalled, and who had far better opportunities than
we now ljave of abtaining the best Hebrew and Greek manu-
seripld sinee tie livéd at tho time when the great Alesanlrian
library was still in its glors. Moreover he was admirably well
ncquainted with the conptry, the usages, the laws, and the his-
tory of the Jews, and he spent a great portion of hus life in the
conscientious performance of his task. Yence his translation
was soon adopted by the whole Church, and acquired from this
fact ahigher stainp of anthenticity than could be obtained by
the mere skill of a translator,, hecanse divine Providence could
not suffer any but an authentic copy of the precivus deposite of
divine revelatton o hecome current in the Church. ‘This con-
sideration weighed with the Fathers of the Council of Trent, in
declating the Valgate' to be an authentic copy of the word of
God, and their judeement has been confirmed by the most learn-
ed and impartial Piotestants. -~ English translations of the Bi-
ble, purporting to be from the original tongues, are often wretch-
ed performances, and sometimes shameful eorruptipns of tins
word of Gad. The version of King James, though freed from
many-wilful corruptions and alterations, yet contains many un-
warrantable errors, aml perricicus additions and mutilations,
as our anthors easily establish. We refer the reader on this
pointto Ward's Errata, and also to Campbell's Prelimnary
Dissestations.

2. But wepass toonr second quesfion, namely, ¥stherea
positive obhigation upon all men 10 recdthe Bible? Our Pres-
byterian divines say authoritanvely that there 1s, but without
satisfying us that they are right. Nov obligation should be as-
sumed to be binding on all men, unless establisned by irvefraga-
ble proofs. and, in the present case, unless established by clear
and undemable Scniptural authority. Preshyterians hold that
the Seriptures alone are the sufficient and the sole rule of fasth
aod practice, and that they olearly and suffjciently . xpoond all
the duties of Christians. ‘Then they cannot assume that all
men are. bound to read the Scriptares, unless they can prove it
by a.clear and undisputable - command from the Scriptures
themselves. But where is the secniptural text which declares it
to be the duty of all men fo read the Bible? The Confession
of Faith relics on .he passage from St John, ¢ Search the
Scriptures ; far in them ye think we have eternal life ; and they
are they which testify of me’; but 1his in reality proves no
thing to the purpose. By reading the chapter from which this
text is taken, it will .be reen that our Jord, by the.cure. of an
infirm man at the pond Probatica, on the sabbuth day, incurred
the displeasore of the Jaws, who even thought of puiing him to
death. - :Against these Jews, against these envenomed enemies,
he argues to prove the divinity of his mission, and refers them
to the Seriptures, and bids them study them attentively, for
they bear testimony for him. Now, how from this.can it be in-
ferred that it is positively abligatory upon Christians, and espe-
cially upon all men, to read the Bible? In the first place, the
Presbyterian who read this passage in the original tongue must
find shatthe wond search may be.in the - indicative mood, as
well as in the imperative, and that the translation might have
been, withoutany impropriety, * ¥a search the scriptures, for
in them ye think ye have eternal life ; now they are they which
{estify of me.”?  St. Cyril,;who was at least as"godd a Greek
scholar as . were-King James’s tmnslators, so interprets it, and
some modern Protestanis do the same. 1n this case, the words
of our Lard do. not contamn even the shadow of g command.

Now, a Presbytcrian has no possible way to determine whe-



