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‘Wehavothe pleasure of begiuninginthis
issuo ‘o serles of lectmes updn this jm-
_portant subject. 'These lectures have al-
mdybeepiptxﬁg\ished in g small pamphlet.
Feeling the importencaof. Striptural views
on the subject, wé have nsked the author’s
perimission to rqp‘rix'r't thein for the benefit
of dur readers. | Mr. Camcron has long
been known asone.of themost clear head-
ed men in our Synod, and his treatment
of this'subject ig terse and masterly. We
qudm"'l;is own introduction—

The following Chapters on * Infant
Church Membership,” &c., are published
notina controversial spixit, But with o
view of instructing my own congregation
on wo important truths, IMrst— that
the infants of believers are members of
Christ’s Church. Second—that the in-
discriminate administration of baptism,
ig-at variance with Seripture, and oppos-
ed to the recognized symbols of the Pres.
byterian Church. Professed principles
and practice should agree.

I do- not profess to advance apy new
viéws; but to express in a condensed form
seme-of the opinions held and published
by others. )

Two consideratious have led mo to do
this,  The greater number of those works,
which treat.of this:subject, are laxge ard
expensive. TFew persons will be induced
to purchase them. . Aznin such works
are.often written iu 2 “troversial style,
and with such laloured and profound
arguments, thut plain uneducated persons
- caunot comprehend them. I have endea-

voured to remove these obstacles by pro-.

ducing.a. “cheap book,” and written so
plainly-as to be easily understood.
My desireis to digseminate more fully
and clearly the trath, -
JOHN CAMERON.
Bridgewater, April 4th, 1882,

Genesig, XVIL. 7.

And I will estoblish my.covenant hetween
me.and thee aud thy seed afterthes.intheir
énerations for ai everlasting covenant, to
mez:_ﬂoﬂ unto thee. and ta thy seed after

- Tho relationship which exists Detween
pirents and children is perhaps the most
gaerud and indissoluble on earth, Chyl-
dren not only' ilierit the posséasions of
their parents, bu¥ generally, their consti-
tution and propensitiel.” 1)’ parenty ave
in offluent circupatancey, muny are the
advantages en{oyed by the children, If
they are veckless spendthrifts they will

certainly entail upon them'poverty and
misery. They inherit also i o large de-
. gree the same disoases which-afilict those

rom whom they tirectly, but mysterious-
lyy derive their existonice, Bone of their
bone, flesh of their flosh; they ave objeets

_of the strongest affection; and thé solici-

tude of parents is often divected to their

children, when they cease to 'be anxious
about themselves. '

The dloseness of this relationship is not
only recognised by the laws of civjl sooi-

.aty, but by the laws of God. chil-

dren are 0. 'olosely identified with ‘our-

selves, ns to be considered the rightful re-

%}';iem‘,s of our blessinsgs and ad‘vanta%ee.

¢ read that among.the ancients, when
unishment was inflicted upon-the father,
1t was almost invoriably inflicted at the
same time upon all hishousehold. ¢‘And

Joshua, and all Israel with him, took

chan the son of Zerah, and his sons, and
his daughters, &e. And all Isract
stoned hin with stones, and burned them
with fire, after they had stoned them -with
gtones. Josuva vir. 24. In the admin-
istration of God we see the same prinoi-
ple operatung, not only as promulgated in
tho second commandment, but displayed
in daily ecerrrence. .. *“The iniquities.f
he fathers are visited upon? he:children
of the third and fourth generation.” Dent,.

v. 8

‘Why the destinies-of psrents and chil-
dren are go interwaven with each other,
it is not easy to determine; but the fact

iz apparent. to all, and with thatonly:ary

I now concerned—viz; that under the ad-
ministration of God, & man’s children are
singularly identified with himself; inso
much, that when our first parents fell,
they involved all their descendants in
th,e'cohsei;uences of their gnilt. “In:Adem
all die.” X Cor. xv.22 By oneman’s dig-
obgig”gence many were madesinners:” Rom,
v. 19,
covenant with his faithful seryauts, the

1 blessings contained in that covenant are

perpetuated to.their posterity.

-

d whenover God hesmade a.

A remarkable instauce of the truth.of .
thislatter remerk is 0 he found in the -

words of God to Abraham; viz: the good
to be enjoyed by the children on acconnt

.



