Report of Council.

The repore of the council was pre-
soented in printed form and adopted.
The following are the primmeipal mnt
ters ticated of in the report:

VACANT LANDS WORIK.

Tle comuittee on vacant launds con.
tinued tho fesue of advertising matter
for distribution by the Domiuion wnd
provinctal governmoent officlily. In
additiorr to general work doue, the
cowmittees published 5,000 pamphlets
containing n list of all Jands sent in
to thelr office, and coverlng 20 pages.
The pamphiots also contalned ainrge
scale map of the Winnlpeg district,
showing in red thoe lands slfered for
gale, aund all the post offices and
echools, and other information correct.
ol up to date. They also published
and distributed 3,000 copies of the
above map printed on stiff paper and
in the form of a hanger with brass
ends, The expenditure in conncetion
with thelr work early in the scason,
has practically cxhausted their funds,
and 1t will be necessary, if the work
it to continue during tho next year,
that some further provision be made
for the nccessary expenses. It s
pleasing to report that the officials of
both the Dominion and provincial gov.
cernments have assisted and co.operated
with the committes in every way j1os.
sibic.

Licut..Col. T. C. Scoble, €. K., kindly
delivered @ most interesting  and in.
structive address in the board roum on
the sublect of the waterways between
this city and the Hudson Eay.

PURLE BREAD SWINE.

The committer appointed at the an.
nua! meoting i the matter of pure
bred swine for the province, instructed
the secretary to interview the minlster
of agriculture while in Ottawa last
spring  On his return ho reported s
follows :

I had an wterview with the Hon. Mr.
Fisher, minister of agriculture, on the
#ubject of the providing by nis depart-
went of pure brod swine to improvo the
stoch in Mauitoba. He informed e that
he haal already considered tho matter,
and found it impossible to accede to
the vequest, but that he was arranging
1hat onv of his stafl sbould endaavor
10 acl  as intcrunadiary botwean the
would-Ve purchasers and scllers of nure
hred stock of all kinds, with tho oblect
that such persons might be bLrouzht to-
gothier  withoul delay or cxpense  to
Themselves.

“I zathered fiom his remarks that his
ider was lu asense to ostablish o hu-
rean of inlormation reclating (o nure
Ured stock.™

The committee reported that !ater
on in the scason the Canadian Paclfic
Railway company, working along the
same line as was saggested by our
committee, hiave distribated through.
ount the province awmd Lerritories a
large numbecr of pure vred stock, plac.
Ing them in the hands of representa.
tive farmers aad stockaen, for the use
of tho public in the scveral localitles.
This action on the part of the com.
pany is to be highly commended and
will undoubtedly result in the improve.
nieni of stock in the provinee aud Ter-
ritorlces.

JOMMERCE CONGRESS.

Tiie board received an Invitation
from tho London. €ngland. chiamber of
commerco to tako part in the fourth
congress of chamber of commerce of
the cmplre to be held in JLondon in
June. 10080, Mcembiers of hie baard ars
aware that threo congresses have been
%icld in Into yenrs and this board has
Lieen represented at each meeting. Mat.

THE COMMERCIAL

ters of great importanco to the moth-
er country the colonies and «depend.
oncles of the empire are considered at
these  gatherings, which fiave  done
much to bring together men represen-
tativo of atli the commercinl fnterests
of the British empire.

The mvitation has been accepted,
and the board should sco that it is
again represenied at this very import.
aut meeting.

1In counection with this subject, the
Toronto Board of Trade forwarded
for consideration the following resoln.
tlon, whiceh the counceil deemed udvis.
able should te lnid Lefare tne aunnal
mecting for your consideration. The
Toronto board asks tho endorsation
of this associdation to ths resolution,
with the objeet of submitting it to the

D. K. Elllott,
trovident Winnipex Bond of Trade.

J.ondon congress. The 1esulution roads:

Rusolution to e suinmitvas o the
fourit: Congress of Chamoers of the
mpire, 1900 ~Commercinl  relations
bhetween the Mother country and lier
colonies and dependencies.

Whereas, it s generally  recopmized
that an advantagceous comumercial hond
woane of the strougest Hnks tn an-
tional unity. and that the maint~aance
and strengtuening of trade ik tho Key-
sone of astate’s  successful  dovelop-
wmeat

And whereas the existenco of an wn-
pue i) largely dependent upon the ma-
wiial prosperity of its pooplo

Thercfore, Be 1t resolved, that in the
opinion of this congress the houds of
the Rritish Empire would ¢ mater-
fally strengthencst and tho uunlon of the
various parts of Her Majesty's Domin-
ion mreatly consolidated by the adodtion
of acommercial policy hased apon the
principle of wutual  henelit, whereby
each componcent part of ths cinpire would
weeeive asubigtantial advantingze in trado
as tie result of its national relation-
ship.

lfpuru:cr. resolved, that o order to
make the foregoing operative, the chair
fhall appoint. before this congross dise
fOlVeS, A repro/aitativo and proportion-
ate committee of homo and colonial del-
ratos 10 devise a sciomo of (his uature,
and report to this or astwmilar comn-
merelnl congross, and that  a copr of
tlds 1ceolntion be officialiy forwarded
o thie ome and cotounial roverauients

cancerned  {n the S(r)o;-oﬂuon.
Uuanlmously adopted at a2 Zencral

meeting of the Loard, December Sth,
R0y

The following rcsvlutions have been
forwarded by the Qtiawa board for
conslderation of this Mard and are
submitted t this aunual meeling for
cunsliderstion :

715

“Reesoluation 1.—=Whereas the  second
congress 0f the chnmbers of commeree uf
the cupve deelared, v 1842, -that ar-
razements stionid be deviked to sccuro
closey scomtierelal unfon  betwosn  the
mothey country and her colondes and des
panleaneies,” and, ‘“hat a commereial
utfon within the British Lupire, on the
basis of freer trade would tend to pro-
wote e permanence and prospesity ;*

“Andt whereas Jt has been enerally
admitled that the colonles shauid con-
tribute tonards the cost of jmperial
defence, and, as a matter of face, colos
mial forees have participated to ~omo
extent with those of the United King-
gonr. in defending the integrily of the
amnpire; - .

“Thercfore be it resolved that, in tho
opinfon of this congress acertain de-
uree of closer commezcial unlon amnong
the eountrivs of the cmpliro can hie most
conveniently established, a step Lo~
wards the introduction of inter-Britisa
free tyeade most readily taken., and the
responsibilitivs of cach part of the em-
pire nost cquitably borie vy nrovidine
a4 resenue for its naval defence,  and
other common fmperial purposes, from
the proveeds of asmall uniform ad val-
oram Guty (over and ahove thaie of tho
Jocal tariffs, wherk any such are  leve
ied) en 4l importations {rom {orelen
countries, with tha exception of raw
cotton. into every fHart of the empire.'*

“Retolution No. 2.—=That this congress
respectfully reguests  the president 1o
appoint a  deputation to wait upon the
prime minister of the Uutted Kingdom,
aml sepresent to him the desirability
of convenlnr a conference of representa-
tives appointedd by the movernuients of
the mother country, {ts colonics and de-
pendencics, 1o consider the subject and
terms of the foregoing resolutivn.”

Reference is maste to activn re insur.
atce and acetyiene gas plants.

EXPORT STATISTIUS.

S conuaitto- was appolutai at the
last annual meeting o take up with
the government at Oltawa th: mat.
ter of the form in which the export
statistics of our cattle and urain are
showa in the bine books issumi by the
customs department. The committee ln-
structx]l  the secretary, whiie in Ot-
tawa ,to interview the minister of cus.
tems and the on. Clifford Sifton, min.
wter of the interior. and he did so;
urglng that the recommendatious made
last year by the boare to he depart.
ment shouk: Ly adopied, viz:  That
all export entries of gools the product
of Canada should sliow the province
tp swhick the produce originated; that
s entries should Le masie in tri.
micate and onc copy L forwarded for
posting w a sdceted port in the prove
ine~ from which thr goods o pro-
duct came, and in tins way the cus.
toms returas of our provine: would
Ve o correct total of the cxport of
the produce, including such as passed
out of the Dominion ¥ia a port of ex.
pert in another provines,  Manitoba
would thus get credit 3t the trade and
naviration rcturns, as pubiished and
cirenlated in Great Britaln and Bu.
rope, for jte actual exporty, coven
when such were exported through Mon.
trcal, Fort William, Vancouver vr cisea-
where, It was again pointed out to
the minister how the present form of
publication acts injuriously o0 our
western interests, ana thas if a Brit.
isli capitalist, for instance, were con.
tauplating  making Investments in
Aanitoba or the Northwest Territor-
les aud goes &, the high commissloner
of Canada’s olficc in London, and ox.
a:mmes thr customs caport returns for
the Dominion, hie wouid Le led to im.
agine that but fow cattle und a paliry
amounz of grain are our whoic cx-
ports for a fiscal year, because owing
to tho present system of complling the
cxport statlstles of Canada, our ex.
purts aro actually credited to Oatarle
and Quebee.,



