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1. essed hogs brought to Winntpeg dur.
s the pagt few months from On-
tovio’ Mutton, eggs and chicose brougl
I from Eastern Canada for the Win-
nipeg markets, to say ndihing of the
wsmeroun car loads of thoese and other
p oducts, Including butter, which have
I et brought In from Eagtern Canadn
and ghipped on  west to supply our
wentern markete!  Each and every
one of thewo commodities, we are told,
by those who profess to know, are
more profitable to the producer than
wheat. averaging one year with an-
other.  Certafn it Is that districts
where diverstfit farming is followed
are more prosperous and lesg subject
to hard timey than in localities where
growing wheat i3 almost the only
industey. 1T we produced somo mii-
lionw of bushels less of  whoat
and made up for the deficlerey In the
wayy indleated, the country would bo
better off and moro progperous. There
l9 cortainly no luck of opportunity for
profitably  dlversifylng the agrleul.
tural production of the country. Now,
wlore anothier crop ly put in the
eronud @ 2 good timd to pomder over
thesr matters.

OUR GRAIN TRADE

Reference was made in The Commer-
cial last week to the action taken by
the Wmnipeg grain exchange In the
matter of mixing wheat., Wheat ig
our prueipal export commolity and
it is certamnly desirablo that it should
be placed upon the magket in as good
copiitivn  as possible. \ The existing
official regulations governing the
grading and inspection of wheat ave
cruge «nd cumbersome. In connect’on
with the mixing question, it would be
well to start at the beginning and
revise the rogulations all along the
line. Under the present system, the
grades vury very materially every
year. One hard this year may be
csomething else next crop. No one can
tell whav the quallty of the grades
will be untll the standards for each
crop are fixed. Thus there is 1o con-
tinugucy or permanency to the
grades This ie 2 great hindrance to
export bustness, Forelgn buyers can-
not more thun familiarize themselves
with the quality of the grades of one
year, when thoy are all changed
agaln. As the value of wheut is to
a great extent regulated by the ex-
port price, and as the quantity for
esport 15 increasing year by year, it
is time thut permanent standards were
adopted, so that our wheat would
have some chance of gaining a fixed
reputation for uniform quality, in
forelgn mporting markets. DBesides
this, the changing of the standards
every year is a great hindrance to
business w the early part of the crop
year It is not conveniont to fix the
standaris 1t the beginning of the
crop movement, and until the stand-

; \ ™
THE COMMERCIAL V \* MtV [ 77

ards are fixed buamess in the new crop
18 lnclined to hang {flre.

The first stop in reforming or re-
organizing our grain reguittions would
therefore be to make the grades per-
manent. and havo the Ingpector's grade
aceording to the wct. 'This course The
Commcrelal  has advecatad for
many years. ‘The standards board
hag beey the stumbling block in the
past. ‘There has been a strife among
various interests to gailn con-
tro! of the board, aml swhile this
has been golng on, and while agltators
have found the grain trade an over
ready theme tor discusgion, the real
interests of the tradsz have been lost
sight of, The standards board might
wefl bo dispensed with. It has oper-
ated mainly to prevent tho estabiish-
ing ot & reputation for & staple grade
of Manitoba wheat.

As for tho {nspcction of wheat, we
believe the time has come when a
chango should be made in this conuec-
tion. Tho inspcetors should be pald
& regular salary, lustead of by fees.
Deputy or assistant inspectors shonld
bo paid a rcgular salary by the gov-
ernment, and should not b2 dependent
upon tho chief inspector. There Is
room for abuses in tbe present sys-
tem. ‘There should be no tax on the
pgrain trade bryond the amaount which
would be barely sufficient to cover
actual official expenses In connection
therewith. ;

As for mixing, this Is a vory difficuls
mattor for the government to deal
with. The government cannot en-
tirely prevent mixing. Mixing Legins
on the farm. Iaraers often have
different qualities of wheat from the
same crop, but it usually all goes to-
gother to market. In the receiviog
elevators we cannot prevent the buyer
from mixing the wheat of a numbnr,
of farmers together, neitlier can we
prevent the owner of an elevator {rom
reducing a very fine sample of wheat
to an average No. 1 hard, or even
lower, by mixing in a lower grade
wheat, The only thing the govern-
ment can do is to refuse to give rer-
tificates lor mixed lots of wheat
when it is tnspected out of & public
storago clevator. It has been cus-
tomary at Fort Willlam, to give cer-
tilicates for mixed cargoes. Shippers
have been allowed to mix a certain
percentage of a lower grade In with
No. 1 hard ana get a certificate for
the whole cexrgo as straight No. 1
hard. Possibly the mixed cargo might
be good enough to grade No, 1hard
even after the lower grade had been
mixod m. Still the custom Is open
to abuse. Tho graln exchange has
asked that this custom be not allow-
ed. Tho government ean step in here
and refuse to give a straight cer-
tificato for a cargo of wheat unless
tho cargo is mado up of all one grade
of wheat as 1t wont into the elevator.
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When two' or more grades of wheat
are spouted into a hont, the certifi.
cato should show tho exact quantity
of each grade which goes to make up
the cargo. This is the custom which
ig tollowed at Duluth. ‘This, wo say,
ls about all tho government can do
woward preventing mixing., While this
policy woull undoubtedly Improve the
situation, it would not be a contplete

guarantee that the wteat would
reach ohe Bridsh buyer in exactly the

‘samo condition us represcuted by the

inespectors certificate.  There 15 still
o possibiity vhat @ curgo may bo tam-
parca with becween Fort Willlam and
Liverpool  dowever, the possibhilcy of
mixing en route 18 1o reason why we
shoula not ao all weo can tu safeguard
our inspection certilicages wherever it
18 possible t0 40 60.

Wheat Supplies.

Contrury v the usual course of
events, tue world's wheat supplies aid
1106 utcrease aurlng February, but on
the coivrury tucreased quite hewvily,
the resuiv v the close o1 thav montih
being the nolding ab leading Ameri-
can ane ruropean visible supply points
of the wrgess quantity ol wheat re-
ported 1us more than u year past.
Awericun stocks, Iv is true, fell oif
slighuly. buu the decrease was only
sbout 500,900 bushels.

The stock eust o1 the Rocky Moun-
taws on arch 1, Bradsieel's report,
was  §51,050,000  bushels, 6,000,000
bushels rurger than the quantivy held
aie yeur wgo, but with this exception
the smullese neid for eight years past,
the faung oil ranging from 10,000,-
000 bushets us compared with March
1, 1~97, w us arge as 54,000,000
bushels when compared with Mareh 1,
1883, at o1 abous which dato wheut
supplics reuched their maximum.

The total United States and Cana-
dian suppligs held oun Muarch 1 was
56,189,000 bushels, nearly 7,000,000
bushels larger than oue year ago.
bhut the same quuntity smaller than
two years ago at this date, and 42,-
260,000 bushels to 50,000,900 bushels
smaller than the stocks held on March
1, 1894 and 1893.

European wheat stocks showed an
increase during the month of not far
from 7.000,000 bushels, this, it wmay
be stated, being the only gala shown
in Iuropean wheat stotks in Febru-
ary since 1895. The following table
shows the situation of Luropean and
American supplies on March 1 for
eight yecars past:

Tot. .Amer.

and Euro.

poan 8tocks.

Marel 1, 1899 v . wio v oo 124,589,000
March 1, 16898 .. .. .. .. 118,543,000
March 1, 1897 .. . o 133,721,000
March 1, 1896 o 172,100,000
Marceh 1, 1896 . 193,748,000
March 1, 1894 ... o 208,863,000
March 1, 1803 .. .. . 196,693,000
March 1, 1892 .. 156,007,000

The combined American and Euro-
rean wheat supplies aggregate 124~
589,000 bushels, 6,000,000 bushels
larger thun they were on February
1 and about the same quantity larger,
likowise, than they were on March 1
a yeur ago, but they are 9,000,00m
bushels smaller than they were on
March 1, 1897 45,000,000 smaller
than on March 1, 1896, and 82,000,0(0)
buchels smaller than on March 1, 1894.
Including Argontine and Australlan
wheat in the worli's stocks, the supply
is 9,000,000 bushels larger than one
year ago. ' [



