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A RETAILERS' CONVEBNTION.
It le 110w over a year aince tho retail nier

chanta of Manitoba antd the territories met in
convention at %Vinnipog te disenuse matters per-
taining tW thoir genoral welfaro. The couvent
tion waa a suecces3, both in puint oftho numiber
in attondanco and in tho work acnplished.
(Jood acol wvaz sown, wlîieh lias aince borne
fruit We the advaantagai o! the moerclints, indi.
vidually and ecllcctivoly. It could not bc ex-
pected, howover, that tho first convetion
wouli bie an profitable We the trado as a second
or third would bo In ordor to be of the great
est value to tao country, it wouid bo nessary
tW kcop up an organiz ttion, with convention j
at intorvals tW bc agrecd upoti. A convention
at toast oncc a yoar wveuld certainly bc of great
ativantagu to rotait inerchants, and they mighit
bc held oven more frecîuently, tW advantage.

On the tiret occasion the rotailers caiso tW.
gethcr, witho.it any definite programme ar-
ranged uipon. It wvas a gathering ot morchants
troni ail parts of the country, drawn togethe-
by tho heliet that tîtere wec certaiu tradte mat-
tcra which slîould bo tliscussed, btut nlot know-
iîîg wvhat would ho the, outeomoe of the gatiier-
ing. The first thing which liai to lie donc wvas
tW organize, and a great dral of time was con
suiiîed in preliminary work. Now 8omething
of an organizatien existe, andi ait a dezond con-
vention, the merchants woaild ho ahie to g'3t te
wrorjc quicker, and cxpodite matters inucli botter
tlian they eould have lîopod tW do at the tir8t
gathering. '1'le exiiericnced gainod front tlîe
formes convention would aIeo o! assistance
on a second similisr o.;casion.

It is always an advantage to business mon,' to
isvet together aîad talk over iatters affecting
tlîcir trade intercstu. A exchango of ideas in an
advantage in any ealliog, and remarks froms oe
persan draw out ideas from others, which
otherwiâe tlîcy tever would have thougbt of.
The more tact et dies.ission, e'.en whorc no
deflnito plan et action is resolved npoîî, 'viii ha
benseficial Wo tiiose attencling a convention et
tlîis elass. 'Mon will got their iMens raîbbod anti
briglîtcned up, and will gain information wlîiaib
tlîey will ha able tW apply in thoir business te
advantage. But besides the good te bc derived
flai gonerai dliscussion (..hiuh alone would
warrant tho holding of a cc.,îvertien at inter-
vals), there are certain matters affecting the in.
ferests et the retait merchants et Manitoba and
the territories, wvhîch require united action te,
proaluco tLi boi4t rosutte. 'lhie ini yet a new
country, and we are now laying the teundation
ut our business structure. Now is the ime
tlieretoro, te, see that trade ho ostablishodi on
sound business prineiples. It in ta ho rogrettod
that saine vory unbtisinosslikc customs prevail
te a gi-cat extent in tItis coîîîmunsity. It slîould
ho the aim te roniody thee ait once. The crop
prospect points te tho harvesting et an unus-
ua1ly bounstiiul erop. If nothing eccurs We mar
=u.prospects, a splendid ontlook will ho hetoro

the country. Money will ho frce, timoes wil bo

prosporous, anti tlioro wili ho a grand opportun
ity We retern aur improper business nîetlaeds.
Tlîe best timie te introtioco tlîe needeai reformes
wouid cortainly bo dtmring a scasen ni prosper-
ity andi financital freodom, tîmouigli this le otton
tlie lime when nootlet r-eformeî are lesit sight et.

-HIarl maies sumiply show the groat mmcessity
tor proper business inetloiots in conducting the
tratle et a country or community ; but though
not so apparent, correct business oustemas are
realiy more nocessary dturing sea8ons o! aillai.
onne, for it is really duîning the existence et
.goed times," that business mien are more lia-

ble te cerelessnosî. Thon wlîen a timo ef atrin-
gency coince, lte folly et tlîeir pust a(,tio..' ho
cemes more reailily <liscernible.

%% liait Tumî Coami.%iittiAi. woultl propose ia,
that another conventionî et retait merchanti, ho
held in WVinuipeg duridg exhibition woela. The
Winuipeg Industriel Exhibition will ho helai
trons Sepiettîbor 28 te Octeber :3. Tlieo will
undoubtedly lie a larg- naimbor eftmues chanta in
the city thât week, without tho convention,
whito wiîlî tle dutblo attraction et the conven-
tion anti exhibition, thero woul l ho a curtainty
et a nîuch larger attondance thon at the tiret
convention. Tliore are suîch qjuestions as credit
butaîuins, secuîrity for credit accousîte, collec-
tiens, insuransc, exemptions, taxation e! stocks
and many others which coulai ho discusseai
te aulvanlago et sumel a convention, and tîpen
sonie et wlîich anited action is et pressing nec-
essity. Iftho exceutive of the retai lers' associ -
ation do net care te tako tîte responsihility ot
calling a convention, FHEt COMîMERCALa WOUld
ssk tîme opinions et retailers generally as te the
atisability et taking action in the matter. We
think, however, that theotelicers et the associa-
tion would ho suetaineai by the trade generally,
in calling andai rraoging for a convention dur-
ing exhîibitionî îvek, withoat tîrther inuoiry or
delay. ___________

ANOTHEJ DlISTRICT OPENED.
E'imonton, Alberta, Jaîly 25. Tracklayingon te Celgary & Ednîonton railwuay was finish

cal W Edmonton thi8eovening. The lant spike
was driven by Donald Rose, the oldeet settler.

The tolegrain ehove convoya information of a
moat important nature te northern Alberta in
particular, and Canada in general. It intimates
that the great Saskatcewan countr-y lias again
been invaded hy the irou herse, and that a vast
and fertile regian bas been openeai te iiettlemezit
and civilizilion. Lesa then ayear ago, the first
railway was compieteai t the North Saskatche-
wan river. New. a sec:ond riway lias bcen
coustructea te this river, at a point about 300
milles west et the place reacheai by the fir8t rail-
way tW the Stikatehewvan.

The Calgary anal Elmonton railway, as its
hue implies, is a line et railway eennecting
tîto twns lof Calgary and Edmionton, bath et
which are in tho torritory of Alberta. At Cal-
gary the read connecte witla the main lino of
tho Cenadian Pacifie railwvay. The road, coin-
mencing et Calgary, runs in n nartherly direc-
tion, a distance et about 200 muiles, te the North
Saskatchewan river, near Edmonton, the tw'an
bcing situateai oui tle nortlh aide of th%, river,
opposite thcî raiiway terminus. The road runs
thraugh an excellent stock amd agricultutel
ceuntry, The regian in well watered hy nuna-

erous streains flowing oastward f rom the Rocky
mounitains, and along theso streams abutndanco
of fine tinbcr, suitahle for loînhor and tfiel,
carn ho obtaincd. Tho slapos and foethilîs of
tlîe niotîntains are w -ided, and boîta et timber
aisoeoxtend aleug saine et tho streama well linte,
tlâo prairie ;ountry. Sawv logs can ho iloateal
down thoso stroame te pointa cenvenient We tlîe
raiiway, and thero minîîactured inWo laîmber.
Thus settlors are assured af ch3ap building
tîjaterial. Thero are 8aw mille eit Edmnantoni,
and on the Red Door river. Coal alsa existe
tbreugîtout tbis rogion. The famsons RedI Deer
country is on tho lino efthis railway. WVerk
wvas comniencod on the Calgary and Edmonton
Railway juet a yoar cge tast month, sa that tho
railway was cnînpled in the saisie nmonths
in whicli construction was commenced. Tho
rond wilI bc operateai hy tho Canadian Pacific,
uunder lase, andi tW al intenteaendi pirpiosce
will terni a branch of tItis grcait systom.

Edmotnton has beon an important pont ai tho
Hildson's HM>, Company>, for mîany years, and a
coosidorablo sottiomont has aise, cxisted herc
for yecrs. The teivo lias a population o! about
800 We 1,000, witli ever fitty bitsinos institu-
tions, including several important mercantilc
concerns. Thoso net acquainted with the cir-
cninîstances, ivili woîîder how such a town anti
settlement bocame establishodai t a peint dis.
tant hundreds; et miles fromrs raiiway communi-
cation. There are sevorai rousons for tlîis.
Tho original location et tho Canadien Pacifiz.
raiiway wouid have taken the groat transcon-
tinental line through this district, head it net
beon abandoneai in tevor et the southern route.
A nuinher et early settlers located about Ed-
monton, white tînder the beliet tliet the trans.
continental rocad wouîld pass through the dis.
trict. Tho agricaîltural cdvantagos cof the dis.
trict, induceal othors We lecato liere. The
location et tho Wown on the North Ssskatche.
wan river, with the advantages et navigation
affordeai hy the river, ssisteai in making tho
place an important point. Tho geographica!
position et Edmonton ia such as tW make it the
doorway te tho great anti valueble rogien north
et tho North Saskatchewvan. This made it an
important peint in the fur trade, and the prin-
cipal base et supplies for the immense territory
watered by the Athabasca, Peece anti ether
rivera.

New thet the -country botween Calgary andi
Edmon ton bas been provided witb a line ot rail
way, an .icreAsod inflow et immigration wvill
tollow, which will have a boneficial effect tapon
the trade of Calgary. Edmonton, as the uhief
centre et northern Alberta, wailI aise, ho faver.
ably influenreai hy tlia inflew ot settloment
which may now ho confidently expecteai.

Now that we have a railway eit the doorway
Wo the great regian north et the Saskatchewan,
we waill likely son loara mîore about this par.
tien et the Dominion, about which se littie la
10w known. Exploration, and even sottioniont
waili ho atiulctcd in the north ceuntry. The
North Saskatchewan country his up Wo tho
present timo been -ho stopping place et thoso
advcntîîresome settlors, who wished ta be in
tlîo vanguerd et advenciog civilizetion,and who
accordingly sected the mnt remote partis ae
cossiblo. But new with two rcilways We the
Saskatchewan, tlîis rogion wili have lest its
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