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¢ Now in which of theso points can it bo
suid that an irrogulnr or Volunteer force
may bo permitt ;frmtor Inxity than is
thought safo for Regular troops?  Tho hahit
of reasoning upon o command will be admit.
ted to bo, in actus| worfare, ag mischiovons
if indulged in by a Voluntoc. as it would bo
in a Rogular officer. Patriotic ardour, if
not reinforceu h(y, tho habit of obedicnen, in
not unlikoly to broak down beforo the pros
peet of an apparently objoctless nightmareh
or may bo unablo to_resist the temptation
of an hour's oxtra delay in anhoapitablo vil
lngo; while the non-onforcoment of strictre-
gulations as to clothing and empedimenta is
us likely as anything o know to produce
tho most disasirous oflocts. As regards this
last point, indeed, & cortain roport of tho

many, and, mdeed, wo hope in most cases,
an aflirmative answor might be givon. There
aro plonty of Volunteor regiments in which!
tho spirit of obedienco has heen successfully |
fostercd, in which orders are oboyod simply,
bocauno they are ordors, in which steadiness,
in the ranks is the rulo rather than the ox-,
caption, and inwhich a thoroughly gomxlun.
deratandiag between officers and menis com
binoed with duo enforcomont of gubmission
to authority. aput, aftor all, o chain is noj
atrongoer than its weakest link, rnd if tho
Volunteor Am\?' in over called out tho ro.
lianco whiclc will bo placed upon it will be
moasured by tho amount of discipline to
which the farce, as a whole, is foutnd veady;
to submit itaclf. That it would only bo o'
nocossary discipline is certain, and that,

Sanitary Commission during tho late war jn! the time required wonld ba but short wo
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insisted upon, the sanitary condition was al-
most invarinbly found to bu good ; bhut in
thoso rogiments in which tho men wore ac
customed to do, oven toa limit d oxtent, as
thoy })lcnaod, the revorso was tho casc, not
only from tho noedful rogulations respecting
health and cleanliness hmag disrogarded,
hut from the fact that, from the mere want
of uniformity in dress, it was impossiblo for
tho officers to insure tha mon beiag efficion.
tly protected from the weathor. The coat
ol ono man was thick, that of another thin ;
onoe woro a flanncl shirt, another a cotton
ong, snd soon. Wo cannot imngine uny
stato of oircumstances under which an irro-
gular force, however muchin earnest,could,
if not thoroughly imbued with this habit of
implicit submission to authority, bo safoly
pittod ngainst Regular troops. At tho very
momont of conflict, indeed, the obviousnoce-
ssity for roady obedience, coupled with the
elan springing from tho onthusiaam of Vol
unteers in the cause for which they have
takon up arms, might be safely trustoed to
produce the hoppiest results, Battles torm
howover, but asmall part of « campaign,
and the diffioulty is always, as respects any
troops with which wo aroconcerned, rather
¥ bring fcrees in due numbors and in gaod
«ghting trim into tho required position,than
hlow to mako thom fight when they have got
thore.

# Assuming, thon, that thereis but one
kind of discipline applicable to any military
forco, and that discipline rosults in a confi.
denco on tho part of the suporior, of what
evor grade, that his orders will be implicitly
and promptly oboyed by his subordinates,
the questiongremains, whether the British
Volunteer force is in o condition at presont
to inspire those who may have to command
it with such a confidence. Can oflicors and
men, somo of whom aie accustomed: e cavil
at almost ovory arrangoment mado by those
above them, betrusted to yield implicit obe.
dience to those swme superiors when the
real stress comos ? Can the mombheis ofa re-
giment which has nc:ilired ths habit of bLe.
coming disorganizod tha mon.ont tho actual
fiald movoments of a review dre over, be
trusted to undergo discomiorts, to enduro
hunger, thirst, and fatigue, vimply heeause
they ar-s required to do 80, 1n tho vory sight.
perhaps, offood, drink, and »helter; and
will men who now almost resent a rebuke
for wilful inattention to dress regulntions,
submit without a murmur to the niost inces-
sant and minuto interforence with thesr per-
sonal arrangements ? If theso qurstionscan.
notho answored without he.atation in the
aflirmative, we canziot think that tho Volun-

wor forco is at present fit to undaottake the
dutier f a campaign with much hopo of
success. Wo aro porfectly aware that in

fully believe. but it must bo rememboered

In thoao corps of thoe Federal Army| that, in the very exceptional circumstances
in which stiiot obedienco to regulationa was ! which would justify «uch a stoppage of the

whole husiness of the nation as would bo
caused by tho ombodiment of the Volun.
tears, ovory dny would bo of incalculablo
value, and it should be the duty and tho
prido of every Voluntoer officer and privato
80 o utilizo the timo of peace, that tho days
of immedinte nreparation for actual war
ghould bw reduced to & minimum.

“Wo hold that this result will best bo arriv.
ed at by keoping constantly bofore the miad
tho fundamental principles of true military
hscipline, and endeavonring to oxtond tho
knowledgo of these principles among all
ranks of the force.”

Tho writer then goes on dilatig on the
principles lrud down above; assuming that
if evor n volunteor forco woro called to tako
part in active warfare, it would bo under the
identical cegulations which woult govern
regular troops, and that in all likelihond it
would bo undor tho commund of rogular
officora whn would oxact tho samo attention
and obedience from volunte: -as they would
from regular soldrers. Reforring to thé or
ronious 1dea entortained by some peoplo
rogerding the action of ofticora in enforcing
tho rutes of the sorvice in tins respocy, ho
8nys:

* But a certain proportion of persons, and
notably somo part of tho pross, have nover
boen able to got the original idea of the Vol.
unteer forco out of their minds. Wo sull
hear, by no means unfrequently, ofits be
ingimpossiblo to oxpect Voluntecrs to sub-

mit to the samo discipline as Regulars ; at-
tontion to tho minwiw of drill is stigmatised

] martinot code bemg adopted,

as pipeclay, and adherance toregulations as
rod tupe.  In almost every caso of msnbor
dination which nceurs, some nowspaper s
found to cry up as wartyrs the insubordi.

nato heroos, be they privates or oflicers, and
to write articles, maintaining in  effect the
right of every Voluntoeer to do, as tho Yun

kaes say, * as ho damn pleases

“ As long as this view finds supparters,

80 long will it bo impossible to put the gen-
eral disciplino of tho forco on a sound foot-
ing  While men foel thatthey sre suppurt.
ed by a saction of the public when they
think fit to set themselves against their
officers—whilo they seo officors themselves
wanting in cespect to their superior officers,
and throwing up their commissions atsomo
fancied slight,  they will never loarn that
obedionco is tho first duty of a soldior, to
which smartness in drill, is after alll a very
sccondry ennsideration; and thoy will have
to learn it in a stern school, and at scrocost
of time most precious to  tho nation, if over

they go out to fight.

In the following remacks he hits upon the
raal secrot of maintaining discipline in a
Voluateer forco.

“Wo admit that the peculiar constitution
of the Velunteer forco makes it oxtromely
difficult to defino tho limits within which dis
apline should be mantained. Wo ate fur
from advocating anything appronching to a
or desiring to
ace introd-ced among ourselves that atriey
line of demarcation between the ofticor and
the private which obtains in tho Regular Scr-
vice. In cao Inttor service, tho disciplino of
which wo have spoken is maintained, if we
may 80 spoak, by foree; in ourrervicoit can,
wo moat e.anpbatically doclare, o only main.
tuined by 1eans of the good will and _gooid
fecling of all concorned. But wo do he
liovo that tlus good feoling is not wanting,
aml that tho cases of insubonlimation which
tlo occur arine almost varmbly partly from
thosa false ideas of the conditions of tho
aervico to which wo have roferred rm\'ionsly.
and partly from tho undoubtad ditliculty of
defining tho limit at svluch the relations of
civil lifo and those of ot vr and subordinate
begin.

‘“[ftho lesson of obadience is systomati
cally taught, it will be easily and quickly
learned,and the learners willsoon apprecinte
its°real value, a3 wo soo they do in those
nunierous Volunteer corps in wluch tho ex
periment has been tried';  but if command
mg officors continuo to tako any men- they
can got, to let them practically o ns they
like, dress as they liko, and think they aro
officient snldiers because they submit tooboy
the word of command when actually in line,
tho lesson is not taught at all. If; on the
other hand, colonels will be moro careful to
enlist rocruits of the right class than eager
morely to swell their ranks; if thoy take
earo never to permit a man to be enrotled
without strict enquiry as to whethor he hay
or haa not belonged to anather corps; if thoy
make thoxo under their command sco that
no wilful disobudience to any regulation 1s
is ever passed over, their rogiments willin.
prove in tone as surcly as they will in ap-
pearanco and efficiency, and the whole force
will graduwally becomo leavened with a
spirit of discipline, the possession of which
will alone admit of its exeellout organization
and undoubted high soldierly ofliciency be
ix}g lmu.do fully availablo at the first momeont
of alarm.”™

DINNER Tu CUL. ATCHERLEY, D.A.AG.,
AT BRUCKYVILLE.

—

On tho evening of the 13th inst., the Vol
unteer and Militia Officers ut Brockville gave
a complimentary dinner to Colonoel Atcher-
ley, D.A AL, in commemoration of the 2nd
anniversary of hi< appointmentas Conunand.
ant of the first Brigade Division, as well as
to show how fully his amiable disposition,
combined with hi> unremitting attontion to
duty and his conduct generally as an officor
and a gentleman were approciated, and had
won the csteem i wluch he was held by tho
officers with whom, i the discharge of his
duties, ho wis nssnciatod at Brockville. Tho
spread was prepared by 3. Johin L. Cunps-
bell, at the Campbdll House, and fully sus-
tained that gentleman’s known abilities as a
caterer. The chair was occupied by Lieut.
Colonel Jackson, Brigado Major, having on
his right, of courso, tho guest of the eve-
ning. Un his loft was Mr. Noss, of Tur



