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was stotmned. I do not nole all the changes
rung upon this theme; but they are numer-
ous,

Unhbappily, the fact is falsely slated, with-
out offenco to the Prussians Spickeren was
not taken. Since the testimony of a French-
man might eeem interested, 1'will here cito
certain lines which tho Germuns will not
dream of denying, without doubt, They ro
extracts from thoe Prussian official despatch
es:

“Tho combat ouly finished with complo
darkness. The enemy covered their rotreat
with a violent cannonado from tho heights
of Spickeren.”

Duko William of Wurtemberg, command-
ant of the Prussian guard, is even more ex-
plicit: **I wish to contradict beforchand an
opinion widely spread, that tho position of
the French near Saarbruck was captured by
a bold chargo with the bayonet. = All that
one can Ray is that, of numerous attacks do-
livered by the Prussians with extraordinnry
bravery, a siogle one succee’ed, and even
that success was duo to the turning move.
nment oarly prepared.”” Spickeren was not
abandoned by the brave division of Lavau
coupet Lill near 9 o'clock at night and the
battle was over. Besides, in spito of their
victory, the Prussians did not take a slep in
advance, and did not even dare enter inlo
Forbach. By every impartial Jjudgo thie at-
tack of the 6th August will be criticised as a
gross fault, whick might have compromised
by an important check the success of tho
whole campaign. What proves almost to de-
montration that it was not prepared, is the
precipitate, the furious haste of the brigades
on the road to Saarbruck. Does it accord
well with Prussian habits to rush thus on an
enemy one against two, and to leave to
chance the task of direcling regiments and
divisions? Al Woerth the Princo Royal bad
140,000 men against tho 35,000 of MacMahon,
It is evident that this stlack was prepared ;
but at Forbach it was nothing but a full butt
~buffalo-like—the heroic fally of an impa-
tient general. Frederick Charles was tiwo or
threo days’ journoy distan; Xamecke wish-
ed to snatch from bim the glory of beating
tho French. Let those who, seduced by the
result, still doubt, run over the files of tho
Times ; they will find the following lines:

‘It is not improbable that the movement
of the First German division, was premature,
but tho dispositions of the German generals
once tho battle was fairly engaged, were
able.”?

Tho German works are no less explicit.
Wo copy their phrases: * He (General
Frossard) was attacked sooner than was in.
tended by tho general staff® ¢ Butthe ad-
vanced guards, too impatient, engaged the
Fourteenth Prussian division, under Gene-
ral Kemecke, in a combat which soon assum-
¢d a serious character, so that it became ne.
cestary {o send him help.”

The day was over—the 6th August; tho
Prussians were victors, What did they do ?
Pursuo us? But they did not even dare
leavo tho wood of Forbach and enter the
town. They could not even throw aregiment
orsquaderon after us, Moro still, the next
morning they allowed a French division
(Castigny’s) to ocoupy the town for twenty-
four hours. Butlet us supposr now that
General Kamecko was induced tu moderato
his hellicose ardor. Tho 6th August was
passea i quiet ; cqually so on the 7th. On
the morning of tho Sth the cannon thunder-
ed against Sarregumines—it was Prince
Frederick Charles entering the lines with
120,000 men, Ourtwo divisions, scattered
all the way from Sarreguemines to Bitsche,
wero cut to piecos ; tho Second corps cut off
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if it bnd not abandoned Forbach, all rotreat

forbidden to it; and tho Prince passing
through our scattored brigades, would have
annihilated ono after the other thoso regi-
ments, held as if in a vico between the troops
of the Crown Princo of Saxony, thoso of
Steinmotz, and his dwn.

The left wing entered in lino at Woerth by
a thunderbolt, destroying an army ; tho cen-
tro and right—moro than 200,000 men—
played o réle none the less grand: and all
those fine French regiments, too much scat-
tered to be able to maintain themselves,
wero devoled {o nssured defeat. Metz was
unarmed. Who knew if the campaign might
not terminate itself in ono day? But tho
attack at Forbach camo to destroy these pro-
jects, and perhaps this defeat did—alas! for
a yery little timo }—save the army. 710 tri
umph over our soldiers it needed yet Borny,
Gravelotte, St. Privat - more yet, it needed
Bazaine.

This was not all: Qur divisions wero in-
structed by danger; they concentrated. In
two doys, by tho Sth, the 9th, gt the latest,
thoy will be reunited at Metz. instead of
waiting for Prince Frederick Charles, they
will rejoin with all haste MacMakon and the
remnant of his army, and then the defiles of
Argoune will become, as in 1792, the Ther
mopylw of France.

‘The plan is simple, evident. The Prussians
themselves indicated it to us by their prema.
ture attack. 1We had four days’ start, and
whatever haste the Crown Prince used he
could not have reached us. These aro the
logical consequences which ought to have
followed the attack of the 6th; but chance,
fatality, madness—for, in truth, it is impossi
ble to call it eimply incapacity—our soldiers
call it treason—came in to serve the Prus
sians,

Instead of profiting by the fow days wo had
before us, and frankly adopting an energetic
resolution, our chiefs went promenading
their soldiers from Melz to St. Avold, from
St. Avold to Faulquemont, {o gather them
once moro at Metz. Then, on the 14th, when
it was too late,when Prince Frederick Charles
was able to meet ug, we tried to pass. I'hese
hourly indecisions, theso weakuesses, these
nullitics, repaired the fault of Kamecke. All
was against us—numbers, science, arms, for-
tune—and that not yet suflicing lo Gestroy
us—our generals.

Axcior,

THE CANADIAN ARMY—ABROUAD.

The report of the Dominion Minister of
Militia for 1871 hasbeenissued. Amongthe
most prominent measures introduced by the
department during tho past year is +hat of
theinauguration of a uniform 3.2 .ystema-
tic modo of carrying out the annual drill of
tho active militia in camps of exercise, more
in accordance with the requirements of mo-
dern warfare; the great majority of the
troops assembied at theso camps being con-
centrated with rapidity, paid and supphed
as if inactual seryico, and placed in com-
mand of officers appointed for that purpose.
Two schools of artillery are to be established
at once, one at Xingston and one at Quebec,
under the command of specially trained offi-
cers of the Royal Actillery. Theso schools
aro to act 2s batteries, and serve in the
guarding of posts, barricades, arsenals, and
military stores in_tho provinces of Qucbec
and Ontario, i addition to affording means
for thocomplete traming of such officers and
menin artillery exercises as aro attached
thereto. The report states that tivo military
districts havo been established in Manitoba

and DBritish Columbia, that tho system is

axtended throughout tho wholo of British
America. Tho nominal strongth of the
militin of tho Dominion at the closo of De-
combor, 1871, was 43,174 mon, of whom 34,-
414 officers and men porformod the annual
drill. In the provincos of Oatarlo, Quebec,
Neow Brunswick, and Nova Scotia thero aro
nearly 700,000 mon liablo by lase to military
sorvice, being an incroase of 33,000 over the
preceding year. Tho roport shovs tho Ca-
nadian militia system and the militis depart-
ment to bein a stato of admirable efliciency.
It is unfortunate that tho United States
Government should not also maks some of-
fort toward reorganizing tho militia of tho
different States on a uniform basis. Sucha
measure has frequently been urged upon
Congress, and another session ought not to
pass without its passage, With tho Regular
Army so reduced in size, tao General Go-
vernment is compelled in caso of war to fall
back almost entirely upon iis citizens for
aid ; and, let us ask, does not the experienco
of our late war amply illustrate tho nocessity
of having theso citizens trained proviously in
tho art of war? By a thoroughly organized
national militia the United States may ob-
viato the popular objections to o large stand.
ing army, and yet feelgporfectly assured in
case ofawar. The theory of placing the or.
ganization of the militia entirely under Stato
control has long since proved fallacious, as
not one State in ten has made effurls to or-
ganize, let alono properly sustain,a volunteer
militin in proportion to 1ts population. We
trust that Congress will sce the necessity of
taking somo steps toward organizing and
sustaining & TUnited States militia worthy of
tho republic..—Army and Nary Journal.

MouiLity or FIELD ARTILLERY.—A sugges-
tion for increasing the mobility of the Royal
Artillery has been made by Licut-Colonel G.
Carloton, R. A., and submitted to the Royal
Artillery 1nstitution, e takes it for grant-
ed that thefield picces of tho future will
have its gunners carried into action with
their guns, instead of mounting them as at
present, on tho ammunition waggons, and
that neither the waggons nor tho limbers
will be packed as they now aro with knap.
sacks, camp kettles &c, Ho directs atten-
tion to the form of the ammunition waggons
which should be as light as tho guns for per-
fect efficiency. Ho therofore proposes the
abolition of the present composite fourwheel
carriages, drawn by six horses, and the sub.
stitution of two wheel carts drawn by one
horse, or two at tho most. Tho advantages
which he claims for hissystem are tho great-
er easo with which & pair of horses can bo
managed by onedriver, than a team of six
by three drivers, the easo with which the two
wheeled carriago can be moved over bad_or
confined ground, tho safety and rapidity
with which exhausted timbers could be re-
lieved in action, and the cconomy in men
and horses, and wear and tear of horses and
harness and carriages incident to the ordi-
nary manoeuvring at regimental parades of
waggons slong with their guns. Colonel
Carleton suggests that nothing can be more
cumberous or less scientifically arranged
for draught than the present ammunition
waggons, limbered upas they are, and inti
matcs that their only advantaga—their
capability of moving off a gun when tho gun
limber becomes disasbled—may bo met by
adapting tho propoaed carts to that purpose.
Ho asks that the plan may at least havo 8
trial.— Folunteer News.



