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ENGLAND.
Where is tho slave, who of Eagland despairiug,
Alds no’ har causs,whsn sho calls on hor sous?
Whero {3 the knave, who wwhon focmen aro dse-
1ng,
Parloys for sataty, or erouchos and runs ¢
England ne'er kaaw thom,
Tho soll novergrow them,
Whaloaoma'a tho land in our Isto of tho Sua,
Onr matdens wonld fouttiiom,
Qur ohlldren would scout them,
We'd hoot tham with scorn from tho 1and of the
froo.

£oglang, d2ar Taztand, our fathers bofore s
Ble:d for thy freoiom and loft us thy fanis.
Toslanl, ou¢ dar.dng, tho mothor who bore us
Gave u3 her bdblesiing, entwinod with thy
aams.
Ours ba theglory
To beiter thy story,
Lofiy and pary, bs thy banuors unfurled,
Ifgroat wa rocelvo thee,
8411 greater wotll leave thes,
Bagiang, dear Enzland, thogem of the wosld!
* I,

CORRESPONDENCL.

——

The Biior dags not A2l Aimself veaponsible for
ndietdial express.oaz v/ opinion i commnuenie
e udidressed 2o the VOLUNTLES: RuvICW.)

_ VOLUNTEER vs. MILITiA.

To the Elitor of the Vorustion Ruvizw.

Sir:—In the outery that las been raised
against the introduction ¢f tho ballot into
the organization of * our Canadinn army,™
oconstant refcrence bas becn made to the
“ Prussian system,”’ alleging that such an
innovation would inavguraie military depot-
ism unsuited to tho free institutions of this
country and dangerous to theliberties of its
peopie. That such an infringement upon
the righis of the subject would precivitato
us into all tha liorrors of coascription, en-
forced servitude, and military tyrauny ; and
in fact would Le incomputible with a frce
and independent state, Now Iam prepared
to prove thxt such statements are ground-
less, devoid of fuct. The military systeavof
Prassia ns observed in  tho Empire of Ger-
many, is as follows:—

At the age of twenty, couscripts ai the
rate of one o every 300 of the population
are drawa for ths ragolar army. No exemp-
tions are mIn except in case of physieal
disability. Yuuang mea of family are, how.
ever, allowed to curol themselves in speciat
corps. Tio period of service for tha ordin.
ary canscript is 12 years, three of wkich sre
spaiit with the colours of tho Regimeut;
four yeass in the servize, romaining ut home
but ready to jsia the ranks in time of war,
and five years in the Landwelr or Milita.
The systcin of localization is strictly carried
out, each district furnishics its regiment, and
from each company division the {reak sup-
Plles are obtained. A soldier rejoining bis
regiment aftor serving his first period, will
therefore o, not only to bis old regiment,
but ta1he very company in which hewas first
enligted.

The Militix systens isas follows :—

The Landwelr of the first callare liable
for home or forcign servico although only
ollad omt for peocssary drill In time of

peace. It consists of all young men botween
20 and 20 years of age, not actually serving
in the regular army; of the volunteers, or
cadets of fumily ; and of all wmen under 32
years of age who have not fulfilled their
period of twolve years service.

The Lndwehr of thesccond call aveliable
for garrison duly, or in special negd, for
corps of occupation, or veinforcements to
the regular army. It drills for ono day in
the year, and-consists of all who have loft
the army, aud the first call, and of all otlicr
men who avo under 40 years of age.

‘The Landstrum is not to be called out ‘ex-
cept in caso of invision, and for homo duties”
only ; and consists of all men under 50 who
ave not to be allotted to the army or Land-
wehr,—of all who huve completed their
Landwehr service ; and of all youtlis over 17
years of ago capable of carrying arms,

This system is oppressive ;—first, the con-
scription, which enforces throe years contin-
uous servica on a certain number drawnat
hazard from the population, willing or un.
willing:—next, owing o its adverso eflucl
upon the industry of the nation from tlhe
undiscriminating drain upon its population
in time of peace—and lastly owing to the
long period of military service required.
That such a system, in its cntirety, would
bo unsuited to the constitution of this coun.
try is undonbied ; but why the Ballot should
bo avoided as tending towards * Prussian-
ization ' I fail tosee. Wemay fairly raise
@ wilitia by ballot in time of peace, and for
home service during a war; becauseit is
Jjust and right that cvery able bodied man
should be liable to service for the defence
of Lis country when needed; but to go
farther, and force a citizen to adopt a profes-
sion uasuited to, and distasteful to him, for
a continuous scrvice, 1s & decided violation
of tho right of the subject under our laws.
Should we require a # liegular Army,” there.
fore, the proper principle for its construction

, would be tho voluntary basis ; but where tho

principle souglit to be observed is that of
* cqual rights to all, exclusive privileges to
nong," tho burden of wmilitary service must
be equalized to allclasses of the community,
and the ¢ Ballot ™ is anadjunct Lo voluutary
cnlistment and in preference to ** conscrip-
tion ™ or **scicction,” is tho fairest way to
distribute that burden.

Ti:e short period of service vontemplated
for thua ¢ Balioted ™ man (3 years) would
prove a very slight drawback in tho pursuit
of his ondiuary avosations, whilo tho advan
tages gaincd would bo very gieat. The
three years perivd uf gervive would fauiliare
jzo Lim with driil, and eaable him toecovo
the clements of dizciplioe ; during tiat time
his altendaunce at Al could be counted
upan (o7 hiis abscoce puuishied) his course
of 1ifls practice presstibed, and regulations
for tizo care of his clothing and arms observ
ed._ \With the voluntecrs these conditions
are impossible. Any regulations or orders
must be in-operative in & Force, the mem-
bers of which if punished for an infraction

of orders, or breach of discipline, oan resign
in resentment to morrow, and no officer
however z0alous oan obtain efficiency in a
vorps, the members of which are oonstantly
shifting and changing. Tho greatest draw-
back of the presentsystem, is, howaver, that
it provides for no organized Reserve. Thv
individual volunteer, retiting from the Forco
even if hecompleteshis termof serviceis lost
to the military organization of the country ;
whereas, were 40,000 men to retire triennial-
ly into the Reserve, complete in organisa

tion aud interior economy—they would,
even after their legal period of service was
past, be easily reassembled ahould neces-
sity call for their services. Ksprit de corps
would also assist to keep themtogether, and
a veteran Reserve of hundreds of thousands
would in a few years exist, without ex-
pesse to the government, and needing only
that arms should be put into their hands to
render them available for the defence of
the country. - ’

‘That these matters have long secured the
attention of the officers of tlio volunieer
Force of Canada, is proved by the following
extract from a memorial presented to the
Minister of Militia in June 1869, and wlich
was signed by fifty-nine Field officers be
longing to the Force in Ontario.

That the efficiency of the Force, tuking
into consideration the elements given ULy
the present volunteer organization, would
be but promoted by constituting the voin.-
teers, the * Regular Militia,”” refaining il
effective Corps es representing the militia
of their respective counties, und upplying
to them the provisions of the existing Militin
Law, respecting the contemplated rcgular
and reserve militia subject to such modifica
tions, as the circumstances of each cusc,
local or otherwise, might require.

Your memorialists respectfully submit,
that by these means would bo gained:

First— The element of stability contan-
plated by the organization of the regular
militia.

Second—That of simplicity, i having
only one orgeanization to deal with; and
which would be capable of being extonded
s0as to embrace the whole military resour
ces of the country.

Third—That with the existence of the
power of drafting (or ballotting) in case of
necessily ; there would not bemuch &:ffcul-
ty in maintaining the Force on aluisst n

! purely voluntary basis.

| The latter clause though somewbai ob-
! scurely worded, implies that onoe the dufy of
" Learingarmsis recognised by the community
a3 one in which there can be no avoidatice;
there would be no lack of volunteers. The
oljections of employers of lator could no
lunger inpose a check oa the military ardor
of our young moen; and the knowledge of
impending ballot would lead .those reluctaut
toserve, {0 act as recruiling sergeants to
keep companies and regiments full,in order
tlat they themeelves might avoid compul
sOry scrvice. :




