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CORRESI>OÏDENC.

2b thes Edio- of Taa OLnT Iî laaIUV.
DsAraSR:-In your issue cf yesterday

Yoai have berix plied ngain to refer te cea-
titin opinions ivhich 1 entertilin as te simpli-
ficatieti et drill, as a prepared systeni. Per-
mit me, vrhiio tlaanking yeni for youm very
kind remarks, te depa-ecate tIi. ascriptien cf
any undue importance te îny ideas, aiîd.
~vith this viea7, ta oxpîvin thîcir nature ani
wbat I havea ctixally done %vith regard to
thel;p.

Struck by tho fiicts that ve lave non
practically no dr-ill botavesa the tinnual
drilis-that flie squads cf recruitn ivillinl.
vitably le lInrge- ac!i yanr thint the pa-esent
systeni renuaizîs uninipaoved-and that
tiieré is consQqueiitiy no sufficiént tiie te
producé anypa-ecision tircugli squad drill,
ln compnny movements, as sqund dîrill cx-
ias-certain priaxciples nppearcd te me te
offer the facilities uieeded te ineet tiais con-
dition or things te soe extent, iiy admit-
ting or the perforntce cf eue ai- tu-o cf
thé most n)ecessary formnations and mnove-
mnis %vith the least possible uumcunt of in-
struction.

lu sequence te theso primary ideas I pro
posed te rodce the bulk cf tue F. E. by
tii. elision cf certain sections cf squad and
coznpany dr-ill aitogether, and the aaborteu-
ing cf others by cuttinkt eut a great deal not
neeessary te rough-and-a-eady rapidhty cf
instruction.

1 subruitted a mame cutIlueo sketch cf my
ideas ta the Adjutant G-neae, whlo as .1
expeoted beforebend, did not faîd. iiself
in a position te sanction amy facilities fer
thair ta-iaa, theugb lie, aaitli grent kindncss
snd courtesy, favorcd me, at considerable
langti, vritl bis cavu opinion on various
points cf drill.

1 amn, dear 'Sir, &o.,
G. W.

FROM MONTREAL.

BY OUR OW.1 CORRaESPONDEN-T.

A latter to the Gazetle, under thé signa-
ture cf "A. J. G.," expounds in a very clear
nianuer the usplessness and %wcrthlessness
cf the Militia Act cf 1868. Aftor vca-y clear
explanatory passages ho says, Ilneiort,
the systani cf defouce embodied in ibis Bill
is simply a delusion and a snare, si: any sys-
tem, mpst- bé avbich makes cf Velutiteora
the fia-st aaud eny lne cf detence, laxateart ci
placing thernin tii. posiaion ciicy eliuld ce-
cupy, viz., thaut cf a a-cacave or auxiliary
force" Tie poir.secnued toe.aimed etila
that evea-y able bodied man shoadd undergo
a systena cf training te lit hlim fer dutica ln
thé avent cf aar. A, medilcation cf thé
Prussien systena is quite adaptable te us.
Thé question is, are ave or are ive not pré-
pared te assert ar ragbts as a nation, aaid if
we are thore is but one al temnetivo-avé muet
drill te, a mani or othoravise perfect our-
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~selves, n0 that in tine of need ne have but
ta gtep lin. The practical experlence of the
Act go fàr lias been to the efrectfin Vhallin-
teoring bas not at.tsined the results deaired.
1A.J. G.," conchides in this apiriteil stylo:
"Thora is tndced but one system that cit
avait ua; aile vwhich imuet ho graduni but
comilsoryinita operations. WV1aan a tand-
ing arniy of nmy consequence le out of flhc
question, it were ns iaio te think of carry-
ing on tho rnaichinery of the o ernnient by
voltuntary contribution% as to propose croat-
in& an officiai defonce, of whicb flic Volun-
teer systeni shiail bo th maini if net (lie oui y
reature. If tii. peuple lire ivilling thora cin
ho nie reason why, in a corupatraýivoly feu-
ycna, nnd with il very allant sacratico f each
andividuzaàl's tineeyCoandiiin slaould
net be fitted to tako laiï placent a tne'.-enVs'
notice il) tIi. ranks, and %vith a veij consid-
erable kniv'.edge cf îa soldieî-'s duty. Il
tlîey aro net willing, tiien lot tiien %withîout
miore ado givo tip the cireain cf founding
on this continenît a seplarate andl enduring
nationn.lityY"

dil ve-y true, :andc the *sooner t lie fact is
recognized the botter for tho Dominion.

The removal cf thé lieadquarters cf the
troops frein Montroal in the Spring is antici-
pated with regret. Montreal canuci. but bc
the looser fa-cm the fiavt, anid ive ivili after
abat tina b. depeîîdent upon Velunteer
tîirui enta fol' any military <lisplay.

It ls generally underatrod that several
cempilnies iii this city havÛ toîs.btùred their
services fer Ried River ini the spring. It is
iniended te garrison the fortsa thora vwitb
Voltinteers, flhc terni cf duty net te exceeci
three years, pay and discipline ta bé equal
ea that cf a standing army.

Thoughi aivare cf cempaliies Laving t-n*
dered their soi-vices for- a leî1±-th cf time, iii
the absence cf anythiiîg official it is Iroéma-
turc and uscea te propotind tiieories anric
ippeur ivise, ic shal lieur acon ineugh
whon anything dermite ha been ngreed
upen.

Capt. Muir and blis, Ne. I, treep turned
eut fer inspection last week, a la rge muster
being made only tu-e béing absent, They
;issembled iu tho Drilf1 H;ît sand looked as
tiwy alu-sys do, overy one cf thern a soldier.

Cel. Batcon w.as the Inspccting Officer and
cne avould fancy by the minute and caretful
inspection cf theni, tlaeir arma and accen-
tremen ts, that hie ha d ade up bis miud te
tind fauil with them. Thair oairbiiîes and
-aaddlery wvere then clcsely examined, and
the reisult wn4 s aBone nxigbt imogiae highly
creditable tethe trop. Ccl.11lacen expres
eed bis satisfactiona t tho resuit of bis ex-
arninatien. Capt. Mui- 1 and Drill Instrue.
tor, Col. Iiavclace, need ne pnffing freint my
pan, their reputati>n is tee well kneivu, and
as fer the mien cf Ne. 1 Tzoop, they wouid
compare fivcurably ivith regular cavela-y.

Anotiier batch cf a-etumning Zouave iih
arrive lierea t the end of nox. mnatii, or as
a Frcnch coutenaporary sayB Ilgaltant berces

réturnlug frein galant deeds dcue,11 and wtp
may add ln suino strain wlién they baye, re-
turued they wil1 be Il iarriers taking thiri
rest."

TIi. Vclunteer police noms, vt.h wlîieh 1
ivill keep you pcsted, this week comprises
one cf the IlMount Rcyals,'l up for a petty
offence. AUl quiet among the Chabseurs.

___________ B.

liE VIEWS.

"he Soldier'q Peeket Book fcr Firid Ser-
vice," by Col. J. G. Wolsely, Deputy Qufar.
ter Mtaer Genernl in canadaù, Londen, Me
Miliau & Co., 1869.

I li ho Und.Book fer Field Servido," by
b.- -<îenorall Lefacy, R.A., F.R.S., avith the
niclefooeral canta ibutors. Fantiti edition,
rcvased. Wcoohvichî, John M.Bflddy, 36
Artiliery Pince, 1867.

Te sncb ndhave macle military science a
study-nt moers drill, lier even oniy the
ba-cider fields of atratêgy and 'Lactics, but
tliose preblenîis cf pea-bapi atili greater im-
poi-tnne te lb. ofilcer cf the nîational force
cf Canada, invclved ilic tute.tment cf men
and bodies cf mien, tii. racQnt werk cf Col.
Wolseley centains mattors et thé deepeat in-
torest, 0f high impert te Ile rising geÀe@.
ration cf regular offEcers, it lias ahse a peau-

r aiennificanco te these cf the Demnin
bMilitia.

It is probable that it bas occnrred te
rnany aVelunteer officer whe, unbiassed by
tii. custeixis nc traditions ef thé Ilmy, bas
givaxn thé subject any considea-atiori fa-cm
the stand-point cf a natural mnn'y common
sonse, tbst the relations genarally PXi$Ling
betaveen efficer and man in Her Mojesty's
Itegular Service are nîtogethier ov*erstra4ined
in thé exeess of their distance. I know tbat
nlthoughu broaagbt up in a sciieci cf the
strictest discipline inyscîf, lIais bas etruck
me irèry. forcibly éver slice 1 fia-st begon te
giva sealeus censidemation te the best mode
cf wcrkiiig a service cfliciently.

A ga-cat many ef us ktiov a '.*"I- )r Col.
Wolseley by iîaving servcd nndt a- lai con
mand, and mest cf ais kaîoiv iîy répu tat(ion
that hl eu oe cf the bestmpa-actiil stif-effi-
cea-s in, the army. [lis autlierity miy, there.
fore, tic rated vcî-y hlghly. Te the Canadi-
an Velunteer wvii cluerishes the liope that
hée mmay one dny provo his ability te cern
manci a AM.litia a-cgiment aaith siitisracti',n te
his o aie nd te lais geveranient, and credit
te iineif, it is esstential that cai-eful study
of the existing cenditione of difi'eront farins
cf nailitItry service, a deep aiud brcad foe
theuglht, a habit cf iincl open te reccive
ifcw impressions, yat cautions je judging
their vaine, and an aimost intutivo percep-
tien cf thé tendencdes cf those changes,
moral, physical, scientific, ,vaicb, la thcse
latter days pass over ns se centinuously and
no rapidly, sliould, as faim as possible, saîpply
the place of that actuel experience li ivhac
must of us are deficient.

Tho exercise of theso means, powers, and
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