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CORRESPONDENCE.

1% the Editor of Tue Voruyts ;& Ryvinw.

DearSir:—In your issus of yesterday
you have been pleased again torofer to cer-
tain opinions which I entertain as to simpli
fication ot drill, as a prepared system. Par-
nit mo, while thanking you for your very
kind remarks, to deprecato the ascription of
any undue importance to my ideas, and.
with this view, to oxplein their nature and
what L havo actually done with regard to
them.

Struck by tho facts that we huve now
practically no drvill betwesn the annual
drills—that the squads of recruits will in.
vitably be larger each yoar that tho present
system remains unimproved—~and that
there is consequently no sufficient timo to
yroduce any precision through squad drill,
in company movements, as squad drill ex.
ists—certain principles appeared to me to
offer the facilities needed to meet this con-
dition of things to some extent, by admit-
ting of the performance of one or two of
the most necessary formations and move.
ments with the Jeast possible amount of in.
struction.

In sequencs to these primary ideas I pro
posed to reduce the bulk of the F. E. by
the elision of certain sections of squad and
compsany drill altogether, and the shorten-
ing of others by cutting out a great dealnot
necessary to rough-and-ready rapidily of
instruction.

Isubmitted a mere outline sketch of my
ideas ta the Adjutant General, who a3 1
expected beforehand, did not find, himself
in & position 1o sanction sny facilities for
their trin), though he, with great kindness
and courtesy, favored me, at considerable
length, with his own opinion on various
points of drill,

I am, dear Sir, &c,,
G. W.

FROM MONTREAL.

BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.

A letter to the Gazelle, under the signa.
ture of “A. J. G.,”” expounds in avery clear
manner the usglessness and worthlessness
of the Mihuia Act of 1868, After vory clear
explanatory passages ho says, ‘‘Inshort,
the system of defence embodied in this Bill
is simply a delusion and a snare, as any sys-
tem must be which makes of Voluuteera
the first and only line of defence, instead ol
placing them in the posiuon they should oc.
cupy, viz.,, that of a reserve or auxiliary
force.” The poir.seemed to be aimed at i3
that every able bodied man should undergo
a system of trainming to fit him for duties in
the event of war. A modification of the
Prussian system is quite adaptable to us,
The gquestion 1s, are wo or are we not pre-
pared to assert oar rights as a nation, atd if
we are there is but one alternative—we must
drill to a man or otherwiso perfect our-

selves, 80 that in timo of need we have but
to step in.  The practical experienco of the
Act 80 far has beon to the effect that volun-
teoring has not attained the results desired.
#A.J. G." concludes in this spirited style:
“Thore is indeed but one system that can
avail us; ono which must be gradual but
compulsory inits oporations. When astand-
ing army of any consequence is out of the
question, it were us wiso to think of carry-
ing on the machinery of the Government by
voluntary contributions as to propose creat.
ing an official defence, of which tho Volun-
teer system shall bo the main if not the only
feature. If the pevple are willing there can
be no reason why, in a comparaiively fow
years, and with a very smali sacrafice of each
wdividual's time, “every Canadian should
not be fitted to take his placeat a moent’s
notice in the ranks, and with a vet s consid-
srable knowledge of a soldier’s duty. 1
they are not willing, then lot them without
more ado give up the drenm of founding
on this continent a separate and enduring
nationality.”

All very true, and the 'sooner tha fact is
recognized the better for the Dominion.

‘Tho removal of the headquarters of the
troops from Montreal in the Spring is antici-
pated with regret. Montreal cannot but be
the looser from tho fact, and we will after
that time be dopendent upon Volunteer
turn outs fof any military display.

It is generally understood that several
compnnies in this city have teudered their
sorvices for Red Riverin tho spring. Itis
intended to garrison thoe forts thera with
Volunteers, the term of duty not to exceed
three years, pay and discipline to be equal
to that of a standing army,

Though aware of compahies hLaving ten.
dered their sorvices for & length of time, in
the absence of anything ofiicial it is prema.
ture and uselesa to propound theories and
ippour wise, /e shall hear soon anough
whon anything definite has been agread
upon.

Capt. Muir and his, No. 1, troop turned
out for inspection last week, a large muster
being made only two being absent, They
assambled in the Drill Hall and looked as
they always do, every one of them a soldier.

Col. Bacon was the Inspecting Oficer and
one would fancy by the minute and careful
inspection of them, thetr arms and accou-
trements, that he hid made up his miud to
tind fault with them. Their cirbines and
saddlery were then clesely examined, and
the result was as one might imagiae highly
creditable to the troop, Col. Bacon expres
sed his satisfuction at tho result ot his ex-
amination. Capt. Muir, and Drill Instruc.
tor, Col. Lovelace, need no puffing from my
pen, their reputation is too well known, and
as for the men of No. 1 Troop, they would
compure fuvourably with regular cavalry.

Another batch of returning Zouave will
arrive here at the end of next month, or as
a French contemporary says ¢f gallant horoes

returning from gallant deeds done,” and we
may add in samo strain when they have rea.
turned they will bo “warriors taking theie
rest.”

The Volunteer police nows, with which I
will keep you posted, this week comprises
one of the ‘“Mount Royals,” upfor a petty
offence. All quiet among the Chassours.

REVIEWS.

 The Soldier's Pocket Book for Field Ser-
vice,”” by Col. J. G. Wolsely, Deputy Quar.
ter Muaster Genernl in Cabuda, London, Mo
Millan & Co., 1869.

* fho Hund-Book for Field Serwico,” by
br -Cienoral Lefroy, R.A,, F.R.S,, with the
aid of aeveral contiibutars. Fourth edition,
revised.  Woolwich, John M. Boddy, 36
Artillery Place, 1867.

To such as"have made military science a
study—not mere drill, nor even only the
Lroader fields of stratégy and lactics, but
those problems of perhaps still greater im-.
portance {o the officer of the national forcs
of Canada, involved in the treatment of men
and bodies of men, the recent work of Col.
Wolseley contains matters of the deepest in.
torest, Of high import to tho rising gene-
ration of regular officers, it has also a peou-
lar significance to those of the Dominion
Militia.

It is probable that it has occurred to
many & Volunteer officer who, unbiassed by
the customs and Lraditions of the army, has
givan the subject any consideratiori from
the stand-point of a natural man'y common
sonse, that the relations generally existing
between officer and man in Her Majesty's
Regular Service are altogether overstrained
in the excess of their distance. Iknow that
although brought up in o school of the
strictest discipline myself, this has struck
me véry forcibly ever since I first began lo
give serious consideration to tha best mode
of working a service cfliciently.

A great many of us know a 1'% of Col,
Wolseley by having served under his com
mand, and most of us know by reputation
that he is one of the best practical staffoffi-
cers in tho army, His authority my, there.
fore, boe rated very highly. To the Canadi.
an Volunteer who cherishes the hope that
he may one day provo his ability to com
mand a M litia regiment with satisfaction to
his men and to his government, and credit
to himself, it is esrentinl that caroful study
of the existing conditione of different forms
of military service, a deep and broad fore
thought, a habit of mind open to receive
few impressions, yat cautious in judging
their vaiue, and an almoat intutive percep-
tion of the tendencies of those changes,
moral, physical, scientific, wnich, in these
latter days pass over us 50 continuously and
80 rapidly, should, as far as possible, supply
the place of that actual experience in which
muost of us are deficient.

The exerciso of these means, powers, and




