186

This dopartment in conducted by a member of the Genorsl
Assombly’s Committoo on Young People's Sooloties. Correspond-
enoce [s {nvited from all Young Peoplo’s Socleties, and Prosbyterial
aod Bynodical Committees. Addross: ¢ Our Young Pooplo,”
Paxspyreniax Revikw, Deawor 2464, Toronto, Ont.

THINGS WE S8HOULD KNOW,

111, How Calvin became a Reformer.

Joha Calvin wasgiven to tho world at Noyor in Picardy, on July
10, 1609. His fathor, Jerard Calvin beld oertain eaclesiastical
offices in oonneotion with the dioccso of Noyor, and was woll
rogarded by tho leading mon of the district as a man of eagaoity
and prudoncs, His mother, Jeanne Lolranc, wag & woman
posacesed of considerablo boauty and much piety of character.

Early inlifo Calvin gavo ovidonoes of a strozg religious fen.
dsaoy which inflaenced his father to it him for the priesthood,
His fathor's high reputation opencd for him a placs in the noble
fawily of De Montr:or, whero, togethor with the children of the
house, ho raccived his elementaiy cducation, When only thirtesn
he was given tho offico of chaplaia in the Chapello do Notre Dame
de Ia Gesino by tho Bishop, and a fow days after racsived the
tonsure, which sot the matk of the church upon his head. A
fitslo later ho was drivon from Noyor by tho advent of the plague,
and wopt to live in Paris, where bo entered bis firet sobool, the
Collegs da 1a Marche. To Matmin Cordier ita prinocipal, ho after-
wards acknowlodged himeelf indebted for much of what was
valuable in his writings. From tbis ivstitution he went to the
Colloge Montaign, where he outatripped all other acholars in his
attainment of knowledge. Grammatical stodies, and philosophy
wero his stropgholde. In his ninotesnth year, he obtained the
living o® Martoville, which ho shortly exohanged for sbe oure of
Point I' Eveque, All theto eventa wore fitting hiay for his lifo
work, and {$ was just about ¢this time that a rolation of hls, Pierrs
Robert Olivatan, the firss tranalator of the Bible into Frencb, pre-
vailed apon him to read tho bock for bimeslf, and thuo openrd the
way for a flood of now light that was yet to makeats radiance
seon throughout all Baropo. His stody of the Word, in conjanc.
tion with a wish now oxpreesed by his father, that he should study
law, made bim pstfectly willing to give up all idea of the priest-
hood. Ho socoordingly removed to Ocleans and began to prepare
biraself for the legal profession. He progressed with such rapidity,
and proved 8o brilliant a atudent, that when given the degreeof
dootor, all his fees were remitted as a compliment to his
ability. All this time however he had been quictly pursuing his
theological studics along the pew lines suggeated to him by hia
reading of the Bible. On leaviog Orloans, he went to Bourges
whero ho stodied Greok under a Gorman named Volmar, Thia
mads the study of the New Testament in the original langoage a
possibility for him, of which ho gladlyavailed himssl?. Volmar's
conversation also holped to form in his mind the now vigorously
grwing views which were takiog the place of his early terching,
and before a year alapsed he bad become a leader of tho Reformed
faith in Bourges. Wocannot now follow the events of his after
jifo; but what littlo we havoe seon will gervo to show how God
chooses His instiruments, and by tha leading of the Holy Spirit
Ots them for Bis servioe,

TEN MINUTESB WITH THE BIBLE.

Young poople you cannot be etrong, usefnl Christisns if sou
negloos ycar Bibles. Lot that sentonos bs taken as an sxiom of
the spiritual lite. Bat profitabls Bible reading means mors than
a hastily read verao in the morning, and a eleepily read chapter at
night. These, to bo sure are bstter than nothing; but thereare
roany thiogs better than thess Ten minates spent with your
Biblo, when your mind is fresh and fcee Irom all ountside distrac-
tions, when yoa hiave risen from yoar knees and your hears ie yet
aglow with the joy of communion, are worth bours ot study spent
on any othar book you oan name. DBus rememter the Bibleisa
book, ono organio unity from Genesis to Revelation, and must be
stodied as sach, Try to divest your mind of all ides of chapters
and verses, exoept as moro flogor poets or mile stones to mark the
way, and road as it they did not exist. Before you read any
portion of it, Snd out if you can whom God used to writs it, when,
where, to whom and under what circamstances it was written;
then try to put yourself in the placo of thoao to whom it was
primarily intended, and to find out what was the mind of the
writor. Aboveall, do not forgey that human commentarissare
aninspired, bas that the Boly Spirit haabeen giventonatc “guido
s into all truth’* and that Ho is tho Author of the Book,

Now sopposing you bogin ab once o into practics sams of
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thess suggestions, snd opsn your Bible to the fivad bood, Genesls,
let me jast outline for you a profSitable ten minutes:—Tun Boox:
‘Written by Moges, about 1430 B, 0. The first of the five books
known as the * Pentateuch” and otherwise called in Soripture by
vatious names found as follows : Exea vif, 6.; Neh, viii, 1.; Ezrs
vi. 18, ; 2 Obe, xvii. 9. xxxiv, 14, 80.

Ira Avruxnriorry. —-Wilnessed to by Jeaaw in Matt, v, 48, xix.
4, 5. by Petor in Aots iii, 26, by Btophen in Aots vii. 3. by Paul in
Rom, {v, 3, 17, 18., and by James in Jas. H. 2.

A Boox or Bxoixnings.—Tho Beginniug, §. 1. Begiuning of
Mag, i, 28. Boginuing ot Bln, ill, 1.7, Beginning of exouses, iii.
8.13. Beginning of prophsoy, {ii. 16, Begioning of saorifico, iii.
21. Boglaning of worship, iv.26. Beginning of nations, x.
Beginniog of Israol, xii. 1. (There are many other begirninga
that your soarch will reveal.)

Kgy Worn.—Beginning,

Kgy Vensk:—Qen. 1. 1.

It covors historically a period of some 3305 years from B, O,
4004—1689. Iisgreat dootrine ia thas of human failure, (Find
passages in confirmation of this.)

When you have boen over this ground, hunting up the refer.
eno3s, and adding others which your own study will discover,
your ton minutes will probably bo nearly exhausted ; but you wilt
have azoured a view of Gonesls as a whole $hat will enable you to
bepin » more dotailed siudy of the book with’intelligence and
intorest. Next week wa will have something more to say abous
thie,

FOR LOYAL YOUNG PRESBYTERIANS.

The following exsract from this woek’s Golden Rule is wuggee-
tive to our young Preabytarians ip Canada. Might we not well
adopt & simdilar plan, and gladden the hearts cf the leaders in our
charch, as well as the heart of onr Lord and Master, by a generous
contribotion to His work amopgtho nsedyones at home, Ve will
bs glad to hear from any of our readers on this subject. Addreas
sll communijcations to this department.

s¢ Artioles in all the Presbyterian journals Iast week proved
1bas $he committes appointed by the Presbyterian rally at Wash-
iogton to take cbarge of the movement for raising the debs of the
home.miasion board is vigoroualy at work In place of Mr, Cbas,
Holt, of Chicago, whois unable “0 sexve, Mr, William McKay is
appointed on the committes, whoes other members are Dr. Service
and Rev. J. M. Patterson, of Detroit. Thers is to be appointed
to push this undertaking one synodical superintendent in each
synod, snd one prosbyterial superintendent in eackt presbytery.

Regarding this movoment the editor of The North and West
says: ** That is grand. Money talks. Bomes of the young peopls
are not wage-earncre, They may bo spending money at school
instead, Bos they can deny themseives a little, and otherscan do
more to make up {oz thote who cannot give. There will be a
shower next fall that will make our home-miszionary church glad
for the aweet taces and noble gifts of the Endeasorers. Some of
the Janiora are saving thoir pennies alresdy, in spite of all the
tempiation that caramels can offer, They give more than the
millionaires,”

Lot all Presbylerisn societies prepare te make a most liberal
offering for this purpose by November 1. Remember what is
saked for,—at least twonly-five cents a member, and that thiais to
ba in addition to your regular offeriugs to the other boards. Of
oourse no branch of the Lotd’s work must be allowed to suffer be-
cansa of this gift to the debt-burdensd cause of home missions,
It ie significans that the first oontribntion to this fund wav one
dollae from a lady foreign missionary, of Shanghai, China,

Money should be sant to O. D. Eston, 166 Fifth Avenus, Now
York City, and marked, *“Ohristian Endeavor Thank.offering.

THE YOUNG MAN’S BOOK.

The Bible is the young man’s own book, It denounces vice
without feeding a dangerons curiosity. 1t dignifiea virtae, not as
a moans of getting on, but ay success and happiness now ; and beat
of al), it gives tho young man the ono exclusive way in which vico
is vanquished and virtue atiained. Xt lifts up Christ. It invites
to the cross. It offers the new heart and tho right spirit. It
penetrates the disguises of elegant sin, and expcses the sophistry
of cultivatod iniquity, It flashod its revealing raya upon the
opening abyas to which tho tempter leads. It unmasks the
volaptuons angel of light, and shows the malicious fend. Into
the scalo against tho ‘¢ pleasures of sin for » asazon,” it throws the
¢ peace of God,” and tho *‘ pleasures for evermore,—Dr, Jokn Hall,

Wo must notjconolude that & pastor is not doing good and
#aithicl work whan he is saldom heard of In grest conventjons.
He may be keeplng hila own vineyard.—Ths United Presbyterian,




