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THE DEAD-PI{AYER OFFICE.,DNT1

WVhat becomnes of ail the urianswered letters? A Ilttle manual uf social proprieties, published under
Thousands of them tind their way to the Dead-letter the naine of "LDon't !" lins obtained a wide cirNîbttion ;
Office. Some neyer reacir the person for whom tbey and, as its negativ'e precepts are inspired by mutch gcod
are inter.ded because the postage is flot paid, some taste, we have nio doubt the tiny book 'viii prove of
fail because they are directed to the wvrong office ; real value. But,4t while good social habits are vell
soute cannot be sent because the address is illegible, %vorth forming, good inteilectuai ones are at lcast of
aud soine because the matter inc]osed is unmailable equal importance; and it occurs ta us that there is arn-
These float through the mails, are examined at differ- pie rooni for a manual. that, in a series o>f briof and
eut offices, inirked 1'"mis-sent," aud finally they faîl pithy sentences, wouid place people ou timeir guard
iuta the Dead-letter office. There they are oponed agrainat the inost obvions intellectual errors and vices.
and read, sud, if valuable, are forivarded ; f tiot, they Po-sibly the objection îuighit be raised timat, while
-ire given ta the Rlames. Such is the accuracy and everybody wants to be cured of his or lier social soie-
skill of the postal officiais that no very valuahie letters cismis (if the expression niay be perinitted)l, nione 50
ever fail of~ reaching their destination. littIe desire ta be cured of intellectual fauits as thd)so

Soute prayers neyer reach God, because they are miot ivho are most subject to them. WVho, it îuight be
a(ldressed te God's office. They are directed to the asked, applies the moral deuxwiations of the pulpit to
audience. Here one prays a " sharp-cnt " to some himnseif ? Who wouid apply imiself the cautions of
brother, or drives some k-een-edged blade of censure your propoeîed manual? Granted, ive reply, thas it is
into another, directs a severe criticismn to some wvho 1easier ta brin"g' home to the individual conscience the
are running into fashionable fallies, and soinetimes sin of eatiug witli a kunife than the sin of reasoning
(shame on us!) the very supplication, which we offlir iu falsely by acting uj us4-ly, we should stili be glad ta
tenderest tones, ln behalf of the weeping widow aud see a telling compilation of the most needed -Don'ts"
helpless orphans, is intended more for those who for the use of ail and singular who inake auy profession
kucel ta inourning '.,. ur s than for God whlo sits in of an independent nse of their intellects, Soute of the
gYlory above us. God's office is not iii our neighbor's niaximns would be conmonplace; but then the object
care, iud if ive direct our prayers to that point theýy would not be to lay dowvu novel truths so niuch as to-
wvil] certain]y go to the " dead-prayer office. " etiforce old ones. Let us tlirowv out a few at isudoni,

.Agaiii, there is a prayer upon wvhich the address is by way of a start:
illegible, miot because it is rougi, scravling " land- Don't think that what you don't know is u"ct îvorth
write "-these can alvays be deciphered-but because kiowing.
it has su many flourishes. This pray er is uttered in a Dntcnld )abcueyucntudrtnpopn,grandiloquent style. It is fuît of long words, ontccud abcusyocaitudstn a
scientific te-ris, and cliissical quotations. The writing thnnbd ai ue-tn t
oit the envolope is very much iu keeping îvith the style Dan't despise systenis of thought that other mien
upon the inside. The iîk was fancy, and it soon have elaborated becanse you can not place yourself at
taded ; the peu ivas the tongue, and it did flot set the once at their D)oint of viewv.
c0ler in the prayer. How different v-heu ir±dite~l by Don't interpret things too ntucli accordiug to your
the heart! It is no ivoider that this prayer gets lost own hikcs and dislikes. 'ie world %vas nos, made ta
aud fiuds its way into the " dead-Drurayer office." please anybody iii particular, or to confmrni auiybody'Es

The last prîayer we notice is the unavaîlable prayer. theories.
There is a greas latitude allowved us in the postal Dou't imagine that becanse a thing is plain to yon, it
inatter of onr goverumneut, but there are a few thingsogtt eeuly 0t vrbd le
ivhmclm canuot even -et tutu%, ste niail-bags. Sap hni u ipe hnte
edged tools and corrading acids, no maýtr Shrp Co' uito mkn hig n ipe h te

nerho really are; on the other hand-
sccurely ii rmpped, will not be tranisported thronrh the
mails; these are put iii a separate box and sent to the Dion'l fetfa-eceludoe-lbraee.aa
-Dead-letter Officer," or they are captured bY the Dou't be overwvise. Why should yon niakze a fool

first postrnaster titat handles theru. ïMany of our of yourself?
prayers, if auswered, might be blessings to us, but Don't imagine that anything is gaine<l hy juggling
they îvould faidl like a slîower of daggers npou our %vitlt words or by cvadin'g difficuities.
iieiglibors. Somîmetinuies iu onr prayers we half-way Dont refuse to change the point of vie%%o a 'lues-
Àcom--plztmu of the strange providence whmch has befallen tion, if requested by an opponent ta d-b so A true
us, and argue the case with God ; thant the )ra<yer is conclusion cati not be ilnvalidated by any legitiniato
full of sltarip poiîîted arrows. Is it at ail strauge that process of argument.
kind, auswers are tiot returned? The corroding acid Don't be iaordinately surprised when a mati who
of selfishness or sensuality or pride i8 sonietimies in our knows quite as niuch as you do ou a givemt subjeet, and
prayer. Sucit a prayer is lost am. tie way. It iS perhaps a littie umore, does not agree with you lu yonr
poured ot i luuidair. It is nieyer answered and well conclusions thereox. Try the effect of bc ig surprised
for ns that it is not. that you don't ag-ree with hiiu.

No legally " sranped," siucerely directed, and Don't refuse to hold your judgrnment in suspenmse ivlieu
welI-uîeauing prayer is ever lost. The auswer uîay be the evidence is not suflicient ta -warrant a conclusion.
delayed, but the prayer is "ami file. '-Advoce, Don't imagine that, because yon have got a few new

phirases at your tangue's end, you have all the etock--
imisoinania, can be relieved by indnciug muscular fa- trade of a philosopher, still less that yen are a pitiloso-

tigue before retiring. pher.


