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Like the ixnpoverished but liberal Macedonians, they are "willing of thern-
selves." If a way of conveying their gifts is not at hand, they seok one out, as Paul
describes the Macedonians: praying us with inuch entreaty that we would
recoive the gift, and take upon us the fellowslhip of the ministering to the
saints." Thus, according to the inspired plan, the urgent solicitation is not on
the part of the agent of benevolence to draw charity froni the giver, but on the

gvr' part to find the agent to, reccive and disburso their charities. Let this
systemi be adopted, and the funds of benevoleiit societies would flow li unso-
Iicitcd, and the expense of collecting ageucies would cease.

The scriptural raie, requires frequent ami stated appropriations. "lOn the first
dlay of the week, let every oiie lay by hiin." If it je allowable sometimes to de-
part froin the letter of this lawv, the spirit of it mnuet be regarded. Having adopted
h ie plan of givingg the giver is rcquired at frequent and stated timies to examine
hie iîîconie,b assees on it the prescribed proportion, and set aside the amount
sacred to benevoleyece. Rfis appropriations nmuet be frequeut, to keep pace withi
hie eariiings and wvith the constant calls of benevolence; stated, that they înay
not be forgotteni. This is inconsîstent with giving a large sum, and then for a
long tinie nothing, and with the intention of giving oniy or chiefly at death.

The text cited requi-ces Qtt charities bo proportionatc to the income. [n the
laws regiulatiug the Jewisli tithes and offerings, God prescribed precisely what,
proportions ehould be given. T hie was practicable in a systein of laivs for a sii-
ple agricultural people, ainong whom every fauily wa. entitled to an înalien-
able inheritance in the sou; but the gospel, designed for ail nations and
ages, could not -vith equity fix the precise proportion. And it fits the entire
character of the gospel-froc graco froin God, free love from mnan-tu leave the
dlecision of thie point to t1e, unconetraincd love of those who have freely given
ail to, Christ ; for 'l God loveth a eheerfull givor." But the principle by which
tho proportion to ho given je determ-ined, je most explicitly stated. IlLot every one
lay by himi in store, as God hctth prospcrcd htimj." 2Nothing can satisfy God's claimn
lose than a coneecration to benevolence of an aniount proportîoned to the pros-
perity God lias given. Do you think yourself benevolent because you -ive
soiiuetling<--nich' I f you g4ve le%% thau "according as God hath prospored youi,"
yours is but the benevolence of Ananias and SaLpph-ira.

This principle of proportionate benevolonice is ropeatodl irn various forme in
the Bible. "If any man minister, let in do it as of the ahility that God
givoth.-" Il As overy min bath recoived the gift, even so nuniister the saie one
to anothor, as good stewards of the muanifold grace of God."1 'lAs we have op-
portunity, let us do g9oc unto, ail men." I arn dobtor" to put forth benovolent
effoirts "«az niuch as in me is. " " 1Honor tholi Lord ivith the firbt-fruîts of al. thino
increaso." Thore are three points in this requiremoent of benevolenceproportioned
to the incomne.

1. AU inst gire. " Let crery one."1 Tho :gosp)el does not release the poor froni
1iin.The enialleet ineonme eaui pay a proportion. Ntigsoto h oa

cessýation of God's gifts c.-n exempt froin the 1.%-%, "lAs God hath prospered hinii."
The Macodoniain chiirch wore praised for giving in "ltheir deep p)overty." The
story of tho widloiv's two mites setties for ever the acceptableness to God of offer-
inge froin the porir. And ono dollar thus given, lias often a moral power greater
than a thousand. The benievolence of Louisa Osborne, the colourcd doînestic
who, froni the ivages of one dollar a iveok, paid twventy dollars a year to, edlucate a1
youth in OCyloni, a" it hias been brought, to liglit by the miissionay who witnessed

teuusuail bencfits of lier donation te the mission, lias thrilled the liearts of
American Christians, Tlie widow's two mites, which wero ail lier living, lifted
to the gaze of the universe and illumiined yteSvon' cîncdtohv
exerted and will exert a Ipower which no mine of gold eau equal-as if a dew-drop,
expending its whol e being to refreeli one tiny flower, hiad been tranefornicd, as it
oxhalcd to the sies jto a star, and fixcd iii tho brightness of the firinalnent ta,
bless the creation for evor.


