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"iPHASES 0F QUEBEC LAW," AGAIN.
Wheni we published the very readable sketch called

"Phases of Quebec Law," ini our issue for October i st,
we stated that the picture was not overdrawn, kuowing
well that just sucli cases as portrayed by " Victim "
were easily possible under the barbarous laws govern-
ing mortgages, sales, etc. As we anticipated, the
coterie of sharpers who nîainly profit by the existence
of these laws are trying liard to break the force of the
revelations above referred to. Lt seeins scarcely ini
keepilig, however, for a law journal whichi is sUpposed
to represeuit justice and dignity, and to l)e at ieast in the
iîterest of ineteenth cenitury methods and fair play
geuerally, to conie out, as the Legal News lias doue, in
an attenîpt to apologize for and to defend the law, and
to criticise " Victim's " disclosures, as quoted in the
Shzerbrooke E'xamziner of October 3. Trhe article refer-
red to, however, virtually admits tlîat the provisions
of the law are as stated, but gets off tlue old chestnut
about oversiglit and ignorance of the law on the part
of the victims. The author of -' Phases of Quebec
Law,"' who is Mr. Linîdsay lB. Lawford of Sherbrooke,
makes a convinceing and vigorous reply to the critics,
which is printed ini the (;Iicrblroole X'e Eainer, of the
date above naned, side by sie witli the Legal A'î,s
article. We canniot do 1etter tlîaî to reproduce tlîat
portion of Mr. I4awford's article wlîich. refers to the
autheliticity of his former represeutations. He.says:

A few words more. I hiave beeîu accused iii otlier
quarters of statiîug a iiunîiber of irnlaginiary cases, nloue
of which hiave been kuowli to occur. lu rebuttai of
this charge let mie cite chapter andI verse.

I mlay refer first to a well-kuiowu case, ini wlich au
elderly gentleuman, sinice deceased, lost a nîortgage
through the property beiîug sold hy the sheriff without
lis knowledge. Secondly, to a case i whichi an
educatiolnal corporation, withi whichi we are ail acquaiui-
ted, lost a mortgage under precisely the circunistauces
stated in nîy fourth illustration, viz., an adverse titie
beimîg ohtaimîed under a teii years' possession. BOththese cases are conîparatively receuit and are familiar~ to
every lawyer of any stanîdinîgilu this city. Trhirdly, to
a case wliich miany of the older residents in the town-
slips will remember, where a gentlemamn, now deceased,
bought a large tract of land in the neighiborhood of
Lake Megautic, at sale for taxes, for $ i 8o or there-
abouts, and at the end of the second year sold it without
warramîty of titie tb a priest for $5,ooo. Fourthly, to
the fact that to my owul persolial kniowledge withiui thelast four years, a registered laud owlîer lost a lot of lanîdthroughi its being sold by the slîeriff without lis knlow-
ledge, and that too uotwithistanding the fact that hiehad diligenitly studied the (?/iciai (Gazelle. He hadcarefully îuoted ahl sales of lands in the towlislip in
whidh lis property was situated. No township how-ever was nieutioned inl the advertiseneît. The lot
was mierely descrihed as beiîig ini the parisIz of St. -Fifthly, to the fact that L alun at thie present mîo-
nment personally interested iu a m-ortgage for $6oo
agaiuust the estate of deceased ilîsolvent, anîd tlîat theshower of privileged dlaims lias coimenced with thepresenitation of a doctor's little bill for $m83. I;ixthily,
to the law reports of a case a few mouths ago, ini which
the court refused to allow a respectable mnan to besworii, because lie admiitted hiumiself to be an " aguiostie."

L claiîii that there is nuo exaggeratiolu whiatever in ii ypamphlet, aiid that it is a descriptionm of real and not
iuaginary evils.
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Ever silce the world began, reforms of every descri'P
tion, whether social, political or religiou5s have ail t
bitterly opposed, and perliaps the most di ificit 0f alt
obtain is law reform.

A QUAINT LETTIERE IN RHYME 11alce

Ail applicant ini British Colunîbia to the Su," Life Asrlw
Company of this city, for a policy on lijs life, senlds it the folth
ing rliyniing response to sundry questions pr OPuInd bY
coinipaniy. That life assurance is ixot witliout its liuiio
features tlhis effusîin testifies.

Vol, wisl i nieexplicit on the deatlî ofc111Y" Pa"
Ami likewise îny uncle and aunt;
l'Il try to oblige you with facts as tlîey are,
Feor to hide theili I possibly can't.

My aunit, to begini witli, as I've said before,
Ilad a cancer upon lier left breast, t a, re)
Buit inceddling witli (octors (youl know wîiattle
Suce was soo0 Iburried off to lier rest.
Slue suffered, poor creature, as nalny have done;
'Tis a fact an<l can't be deniied-
llease doni't inisconstrue nie, ami think Inm il, fjtii
But I'ni sure shie was gla(l when she died.

My father, poor soul, I arn sorry to say-
But would do so, b)y jing, were lie liere-
A very stronig man, would have lived out Ilis day
If lie'd iot been so fond of luis beer.

Hie made the nistake tluat nany have niade,
le thouglit hie could tipple and quit,
But founid at the end his last trunîp was played,
And biis life ended up in a fit.

My uncle, I've heard, but can't tell if it's truc,
IIad couglhed nany tinues ini lis life;
But thuat sluortness of breatli was the cause of Ilis deatIl
Is one of the stories that's rife.

0f uuyself 1 would say (L'un tle ie e you insure,
Andii olue of the dead othuer tliree)
l'ni not sick at the present and huntinig a cure,
But ain liealtlîy as liealthuy can bhe.

I (int iunderstand whueil ny folks have been dead
Far back iu the past tweuîty years,
Wliy, to find liow they died and on wluat tliey fed
Is going to lessen your fears.

Is it true that their fate is a lessouî to nie,
0f the deatli whicli I too will die?
If this is your notion, thenl every day ife
Stanups the fact plain as cau be,-a lie.

P. R. S.

In a sermon to young men, the Rev. Dr. fia
L)avidson of Lslitigton, among other good iug'
said :-" It is meaniy selfish for a man, dyiuig i te

prime of life, anud professing a christian hope, tO.b

l)erfectly happy whule lie knows that as lie stePs lui
heaven his wife and chlidren wiii step ilito the W~
bouse. I say it is abominable. If you have the fajit
est prospect of having any dependent upon yOU, Y0t
have nuo business to spend on gratification ail Of
weekly wages or your yearly saiary. It is not yr tt
spefl(. The first few shillings or the first few POIWIld
belouug to theml, and sliould go to pay the premiUtl n011
policy that at Ieast will keep thern from beggarY."


