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Church, a reason for declining the uni- cal Sketches of tho Relief Church,” pub-.
on”? The United Sccession, in that lished in 1773, (p. 11), says,  After tho
rortion of her Testimony just quoted, ve- presbytery was constituted by Messvs,
ry properly held up the Chareh of Scot- Gillespic and Doston, with two clders
land a3 responsible for the doctrines pro- who had been ordained in the Church of
nulgated by her wministers.  The Unite Scotland, the prinviples and constitution
ed Secession bad a similar responsi- of the Relief Church were judicially de-
bility for the doctrines promulgated clared; to which Mr. Collier, whenad-
by the ministers of her communi- mitted to he aco-presbyterjudicially®ad-
on.  The responsibility was shared hered.  The Preshytery vequired of him
by the Relief; when these two bodies be- a solemn and publie profession of his
came united with cach other  ‘The fauh in God, lis belief of the seriptures,
Presbyterian Synod of Nova Scotia, as his approbation of Presbyte y, according
allering to the United Dresbyterian to reformation principles, and his adhe-
Church, is involved in the same respon- rence to the constitwtion of the Church
sbility ; and the Free Synod would have of Scotland, as exhibited in her ereeds,
been placed in a similar predicament, by her canons. confessions, and forwms of
utiting with the Presbyteriaa Synod, on worship.  This profession he solemnly
tie terms which they proposed. Under made unto the presbytery, before his
that responsibility they very properly re- people, and promised 10 alide by these,
fused to place themselves. wn subjection to his brethren.  Thus the

The next senience in the Letterof the  founders ot the Relief Chureh, in a judi-
Free Synod is, “ It we ook again to the cative =apacity, solemnly and publicly
Relief, with whont the United Secession  deelared their adherence to reformation
are now associated, we find them agrees pinciples, and the constitution of the
ine with that body, but diffeving fiom  new-testament chareh, as delineated by
us, in refusing to subscriba the Confes<i- onr worthy ancestors; a solemn profes-
onof Faith without qualification ; atthe sion of which principles, was then stated
sawe tiue also that their dovtvine with by the presbytery, and hath ever since
respect to open  communion is what we been observed as the terms of admis-
aunot coneur in.” _ sion”

In 1792, Mr. Thomas Gillespie, minis-  This statement, and the fact that tilla
terat Carnock, was deposed by the Ge- comparatively recent period the Relief
neral Assembly for refusing to take part body had no scparate institution for
insettling Mr. Richardson as minister at training their theological students, but
hwerkeithing, against the wili of the peo- were satisfied that they should prosecute
pie In 1737, Mr ‘Thomas Loston, son their studies in the Ilalls of the Estab-
o the celebrated Boston of Ettrick, zave Jishment, wonld scem to warrant the be-
mto his Preshytery his dewmission of the lief tlat, at first, they maintained fully
tharge of the parish of Oxnam ; and, in the principles of the Church of Scot-
a siate of separatjon fror. the Establish- land; and that they scparated from her
¢l Church, was Settled in the pastoral simply for the pwrpose which they them-
thurge of the people of Jedburgh, whose selves expressed, and which was under-
wishes hiad been disregavded in the set- stood to be indicated in the designation
tement of Mr. Douglas as the parish mi- which they assumed, namely, that of
ster.  These two ministers agreed to giving selics” from the grievance of I'a-
avist each other in dispensing ordinan- tronage. About twenty years ago, how-
testo such as might adhere to them in ever, they azreed upon a set of regnlati-
tecking relic/ tfrom the grievance of Pa- ous, in which, in at jeast & straight for-
tonage, which had occasioned the sepa- ward manner that conniasts favourably
istion of toth from the National Church. with the mode adopted by the New Light
The people of Colinsburgh were the Scceders, they opened a door for those
frst that applied to them for refief; and holding anti-e~tablishment prind
ey gave them occasional service. ‘That According 10 these regulations, it is pro-
Unzregation built a meeting house, and vided that * previous to admission, said
Lose as their pastor Mr. Collier, origi- minister or preacher shall subscribe the

ly from Fife, but then setded m a Westminster Confession of Faith asa
arae among the dissenters of England. declaradon of his faith, except in so far
1 73S in 1761 that the ¢ Presbytery of as said confession recognises the power of
lief” was first constituted, by Messs. the cwil magistrate to interfere in religi-
ilespic and Boston with two elders.— ous concerns” Afier considering the e-
tith of Dunfermline, in bis ¢ Listori: vidence which has been produced in pre-
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