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TiHE EDISON ELECTRIC RAILROAD.-INTERIOR 0F THE CAR.

%41c en 1tic.
ýÀ anh AN ELE IC RAILROAD.

4eyý,n ~ Our's ride ont of Jersey City the traveller on the
'Wi .lia RLailroad by night i8 whirled through an expanse

Xr gtand suddenly-into darknesaagain. While hei
pel e"1 illunlinated. 0f a summer night hie eau ee broald

%b f h' ef with daisie8 and clearly outli ned ehadowe of treee
ei the . l winter there i8 a shimmering expanse of enow,
t4 tra i"Ccles glisten like frozen moonbeame. To the rigtit,

>% Mis from Jersey City, a line of bright silver beade
% ýO,o"fl alnows te plateau, and every now and then a

Iriii do are alight with the saine sivery eheen

%týeil Park, the domain of the wizard Edison'and hie
Plitee. The giistening silver bea" are electric
eoft radiance bathee thie country ~in iight, and the

't-kt 'Siilariy illuminated. And ail thie light je genera.
Ott PoUIt-Edison's iaboratory on the plateau. From

181 eoinj he can control it ail. A touch of hie hand-it
aUl is dark. Another touch-and ail la light

4e1t,0 e eeu to have one of the great forces completely in
and when he etands in his laboratory and illumi-

1r11iiTO'ruiding country, s far as his eyetemi extends,

by a simple gesture, the light appeare to noe fora moment aq the
irrideecence of his bright intellect.

But from this point he also controle motive power as weli as
ligit ; and this controi extende over miles, and eau include a
complete railroad eystem. Aiready at Menlo Park he has seh
a eystemi operatiug on a emall scaie. Behind the iaboratory
the plateau siopes down to, a woody level, over which are laid
for soins two miles the tracks of a narrow-gauge railroad. The
other day a car which was beinq repaired stood Jugt outeide of
the laboratory on the plateau, in full view of t he engines on.
the Penusylvania Railroad, which. weut puffing sulleniy p ast
thie evidence of rivalry. It is a singular fact, however, t'hat,
although Mr. Edieon proposes to supplant eteami power by else-
trical power, he can flot get along without the former himseif,
for the simple reason that the dynamos which generate the
electricity have to be worked by steain.

The electric locomotive and car now in use stand in the
shed at the terminus, flot far from where the wiree fed from
the dynamo in Mr. Edison's laboratory strike the rails. The
locomotive hau four wheels, and a driver's house, like auy or-
dinary steani locomotive, and does not differ much at first eight
in appearance froin this. Even in the driver's house there are
levers and mechanicai arrangements which. at first appear fami.
liar. On dloser inspection, however, certain differences in
outline and detail are uoticed. 0f course there is no smoke
etack, but eimply eomethiug resembling it, in which the head-
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