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Tobacco, Its Chemistry.

OSI of us, Mien wve notice a young student contentedly
smoking h is consolinr pipe and bl owing dense cloucis of

tobacco .m( ke heaven-ward are very well aNvare iliat. the
voung gentleman is 2cquiring or lias already acquired a

noxious habit and a devotion to My Lady Nicotine, whlicb habit and
devotion will most certainlv do him more hairm than good.

But iii reality 1mnw feiv kntov ail the deleteriouï substance that
tobacco contains. XVe areffil aware that tobacco is iii a certain way
poisonous, and ibiat b)' drawing Ille snioke int the throat and luligs
harm is done. The vast rnajotitv claini that it is tIme poisonous sub-
stance- known as nicotine causes ail the bp'rni, and this drug ihiey also
dlaim is present in ille lob-icco in large quantities. Both of wvhicbi
statenients are rather erroneous. In urgiug proof thev invite the
smnoker 10 hlow a mou! hful of snmoke tihrougbh a wvhite cloth, for in-
stanice thirougbl blis biandkerchief. After the srnoker bias complied
there appears on the linen a browvnishi yellow spo)t. Tho-y point to
tîmis spot and with a triumpliant look say behiold the nicotine. In-
deed tbis trick of blowving tobacco snioke tlircugb a han dkerchief is
so ancient that il is almiost in Ille categoryv of the classics. As an
experimient ibant test is a fratid. The çtain wve sce is no more caused
by nicotine ibian fruit juice. That broivni stain is sirnply due to the
condensation of tar that lias just been distilled from th;e woody fibre
of tlle tobacco. Also the brownish juice whiicbi collects ii Ille sieni
and boivl o! the pipe is found uipon tnl o.s1 be a mixture of tar
and water, and is not, as comionly supposed, a quantity of nicotine.

Concerning the quantity of nicotine anmd otîmer poison that the
user of Ille weed absorbs thiere are a great many faliacies current.
lime irutil is ibat the quantity absorbed by the snmoker is vervy smiall.
E--xperirnenits have sbown iblat fronî a hiundred grains of tobacco leaf
about two grains of poisonous substance nmay be drawn mbt tlle
mlouilh. The noisons may be drawn int the imoutbi but is Ille
quantiîy enîirely ;ibsorbecl? There are numlerous agents wvhich
affect the percentage of poisons in ilie smoke. sucbi as the rapidity

of urin, the bipe and length %if Ille pipe, the niat. a o h
pipe, etc.
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