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The White or Polar Bear.,

This great prowlor of tho Arctio snows
attains to a highor latitude than any othos
knewn quadruped, and inhabits the Arctio
ciroles of both hemispheres. Its southorn
limit appears to be somewhore about the fifty
4ifth parallel. It is woll known at York Fac
tory, on tho southern shore of Hudson's Bay,
more espeoially during tho sutumn soason, to
whioh it is liablo to bo drifted during summer
frora tho northward on the ice, The Polar
Bear is a truly icehaunting and maritime
spocios, snd oocours along & vast extont of
shore ovor the Arotic regions, never entering
into wooded countries except by accident
during the provalence of great mists, nor
showing itself at moro than a hundred miles
distance from the ses. Indeed, it rarely
travels inland mers than & fow mlles, beociuss
it is a strong and persevering swimmer, and

Bystem of Prodioction.
~fThat Canadian Astrologet"” does not
protoud to bo any wiser than his follow-men,
but, perhaps, to havo observed moro closely

than the majority of peoplo the dissimilarity |
aud similiarity of scasons. ‘This has lod to tho

institution of comparisonsfor differentsoctions
of country and this again to to establishment
of amost remarkable asystem of weather re
lattonahips botween widoly soporated atations.
This discovory was, at first, hacdled with oau-
tion, until, as yearafteryoar fresh evidenos of

its rolisbility was add.l to earlier dates,
suffiolent confidence was given to malke uso of
it 28 a most important key to the weather,
Let it, however, ba olearly understood that the
onoe great aim Is tho general reading of seasons
for tho benefitof the people, and aftor this,
and supplomentary to it, the attempt to arrive

at the general charactéss of the months and ;g

wooks ; in whioh, again, Iikely dates for ctorms
and chavges may be sst forth, ED,

thoir common oharaoteristio of capriciousnoss
aud instability. Its influencs in sume shapo
or othor is unceasing, for it works upon us
thronfh tho air, which of all the details of oro
ation Is the ono with which we are in the most
intimato rolations. And yet, though almost
evory other form of matter has hecomo, in
some manner or d:gree, subjected to cur will,
and can bo directed, modified, or used by us,
moro or less, as wo like, and when wo like, the
air romains metoilossly our master § it imposes
itsolf on us, according to its own fancies obiy,
everywhero and always, sleoping or walking.
o cannot do without it, but we cau in noway
I'w, t do without it, but in
control it; life, heat and sound come to us
through it alone ; without it wo could neither
smell tho flowers, nor listen to the birds. Our
feod depends upon it, for abundance or starva-
tion avo its children, aud, finaily, wo ourselves
are matorially cotaposed of it, for one, and all
the auimals and vegetables around us, are in
reality, as Thales wisoly said, made up of con-
onsed, woven air, But yet, notwithstanding
all theso relationships, the atmosphere lkeaps
us off a¢ arms-longth and will not permit us
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. use it in any ways bu.
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that white bears very ravely visited tho coast to
the weatward of ths ifaclenzie River. Along
the Asziatis shores, on the other hand, they
are not recbrded as ocourring to thoe westward
of the Zgchukoizkot Noss, Neither were they
seen by Capt. Beechy during his recent voyage
to the “Ioy Cape,” although their skine
appear to have been prosured among other
from the nativea on the coast of Hotham's
Inlet, Kotzobue's Sound, It thus appears
that this great maritime species coours very
genorally along all the frozen shores within
the Arotio cirole, with the exception of about
thirly.five degrees of longitude on eithar side
of Point Beechay, on which it is compavatively
rare; and that in Hudson’s Bay, and along
the northern coast of Labrador and the
nearer portions of East and Weat Greenland,
it ocours not unfrequently six or eight degrees
to the soath of the Arotio cirole.

Tho Polar Bear is about eight fest in
Iongth (elightly varying) and weighs from 1,000
te 1,500 pounds.

“POLAR BEARS ON AN ICEBERG."

The Weniher and Olimate.

We have plenty of weather just now, but
as far os Canada is concerned, not much of a
climate of late years, A writer in Blackiwood
oncs wrote, #(limate is Dignity; weather is
Impudence) Jusy exactly so; the thoughs
was a happy one. That man must have tried
his hand at predioting. What is.more talked
about than the weather? At present, per-
haps, the “Great North-West” is, but this will
not be so leng, we havo got to come back to
 the weataer,” As bread is the © staftof life”
just g0 is weather the back-bone of conversa-
tion, at home and abrosd, on theseaand on the
la.nd,’ in the Royal Palacsand in the husband-
man's cot. Everywhere, The proasperity of o
country is dependent upon the tiller of the
soil, and he again depends entirely upon the
weather for good returns, The westher itself
~though ap&arently fickle—is governed by
fixad Iaws, which sve yel butimperfeotly under
stood. “Weather includes every modification
of the atmosphere by waich our orgaus aro
sensibly affested. Each one of ita agents is a
powoer by itself, oxertin%a special action of its
own upon us, but resembling sll its fellows in

that_the atmosphere
rests on a mixzed floor. If all the air re-
posed exclusively on water or on earth alone,
there would be no weather; of course there
would be climates, but they prohably would be
| very nearly free from aecidents or changes, for
tho reason that no sufficient agent would be
at worlk to upset their regularity as weather
does. Tt is the division of the earth into sea
! and land, it i3 the
ling on th
{ which oreata weather; it is the counter-work-
ing of these two pavements on the air above
‘ them which provokes its good or bad bebavior ;
it is the contrast and the clashing betwesn
evaporation aund precipitarion; beiween the
uplifting and the downpouring of the waters,
yaccording to the variety of to;‘{:;%raphio influ-
ences, which bring about the wild uncertain-
ties of weather, and destroy the peaceful
unities of climate.

Jjoint, though separate, act-
o atmosphere of &oso two !;ases,

The two coldest spots on the earth ate not
its poles. One is north-eastern Siberls, the
other is the Archipelago nortk of the North
Americen coast line, Their averaga January
temperature is 552 below zero, F,

given the Almanac for 1883, when issued, about 1st Sept. '



