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The subject uaw 15 narrowed dawn ta
ibis. Have we Scripture cexainPtle for thm
practice of clerical eiders ptesiditig lu
cburcb courts. It la oi course a natoriaus
fact ihat ibm Moderator of the district Pres-
bytery la the Jewish Oburch was a priest,
sud ihat like the teaching eider he ruled not
as a priest but as an eider, sud was, ln every
gct af gavernment, associated wiîh the
eiders of the people. Take such verses as,
ilAmariah the chief prlcst was aver themn
la the Lord," and the chitf prlest cammand-
ed thtm, etc. Fromi thest words of Scrip-
lare we leara Ilby gaad and necessary cause-
qecflC," firai, that the Sauhedrim had a
president ; and second, tlaat the president
was a clerlcal eider. Again, lt is a cam-.
mlon place af histary thail l every Syna-
gague there were a bisbop, preibyters and
deacons. Tht bishop was called by the
severai names af blsbop, pastar, presbyter
and auget of the Synsgogue. As he pteacli-
ed and presented the prayers of the con-
gregaion be was cailed the augmi and mes-
senger, and as be preslded over bath tbe
Assemby and the Sonate oi eiders he was
caled the presideot or chiel ruier. This
evidence furished by history ls practically
conirmed by rnany incidentai notices ln tbe
New Testament. Let two suilice. They
are foud la Luke xiii. 14 aud Acts xviii. S.
These passages, read ln tbm light tbat bas
becu thrown on the Synagogue by Seiden
and others, piainiy show twa îhlogs ; ont,
tbat every Synagogue hadl a president or
cbief ruier, and the aiber, that tht chief
ruier vas tht oflshap or pastar of the Syna-
gogue.

Bunt tbe Synagogue was thm model up-
on which the polty af the New Testament
vas founded. It received the marked com-
mendation afi Orist-Miti. xviii. IS17-
and the apastes were not unmlodiul cf the
advice otiheir riaster. Alter Pentecost, tbey
observed the model ln ordaiuiug offilcers, ln
forring Preshyteries lu the severai churcb.
es and ln ruiiug and gaverniug these Pres.
byterles. Indeed the eiders af the' Syna-
gague btcaxne ln many cases the eiders ai
the Christiaun Church, and the president af
the Seoste became the president of the
Presbyîery. Sa clear i. this tbat candid
meanifait sbades ai apinion freely admit h.
And yet the testlmaony ai thte arly Cburcb
may briefly be cltcd. One ai the apostoiic
fathers writes, "Il exhart tbat yau study ta

-do ail thiogs lu divine coucard ; yaur hisbops
presiding ln the place cf Gad, your eiders
in the place cf the council cf the aposties,
and Touir deacons helng eulrusted with t
milstry ai esus Christ." Anaîher Father,
iho ived shortly alter thetlime ai tht
apasties, telîs us Ibat tht synagogue and
afterwards the Church had eiders, withaut
whose counsel nathing was danuela tht
Churc." The AoodolUc Contitution names
ibree classes of officers, teaching eiders,
bishops or pastars, tuling eiders and des-
cons. Tht ruling eiders lt adds are the
"Couinsellors ai the pastor and the Senate

ai the Cburch.1"
Let us taire a sîep farîber. hI s equaily

sale ta affirtn that if the Synagogue was tht
m0del of tht Church of tht first centui y, tht
foru and order cf bath, are the form mad
Order a! tbe Chorcb iouuded and arganlzed
bY tbe Scottish Reformners. Tht iaw, how-
ever, of tht Sanhedrim and Synagogue lu re-
gad ta tht presiding officer was tht law af
the Primitive Ohurches and bas for centuries
been tht law of ail the Presb'ýterlan churches
la tht world.

But wbat were the grounds on wbich the
lau rested? Were îhey local aad temporary
orwere îbey cammon toalalmeuand ail times?
lu tht Sanbedrim and Synagogue tbere.was
a division of labour, and a separatian cf
Offi-earers into classes. This priiiciple,
Sa cecessary la tht life aad growth cf tht
Jewish Church, carxied witb, h the inevitable
concusion that Ibm ame principle wouid be
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iauud lu the Charcb ai the New Testament.
And su we art uol surprised ta land It fuitY
endorsed by tht opostils. Tbey abhrm
again aad again ibat gluts are varlous and
dulies dverse-Acis vi. 1-6; Rom. XII. 7-8
1 Car. XII. 28 ; Eph. IV. 11 1 Thess. v. 12;
i Tlm. v. 17. They cleatly set forth, more-
aver, ihat teachiug eiders, pattera or minls-
ters are ordained ta preâcir tbe gospl-2 TIm.
IV. 2-ta admînisier ordioaces-i Cor. x. 16
-tu ordain pastors-Acis xiii. 1-3-Acts
xlii. 1-3-ta adminîsier rule-s Tim- v. 17-
sud that IlGavernors," or "lEiders," have
as their proper sud cniy luncîlon thetexercise
ai gavernmen-i Tim. v. 17. To cul the
mnalter short, tht administration ai Church
power in coonect ion vith doctrine, tht sac-
raments sud tht ordination af minisiers is
aiways exbibited lu Scripîure as belonging
tu teachiug eiders alone. But ai ihe ruling
eiders we are expressly tld ibat their whale
wark ist t rae weil." Tbeir dulies, there-
fore, are speclal ; they are confintd tu ane
departmeat of Cburch woric sud consequeot-
ly îbey have no righîta takre part lu tbe
symbolic acis hy which rmen ar e ordained ta,
tht bigher sud nabier work ai tht miuisîry.
Like begeis like is a law in the spiritual as
truly as il is in the natural worid. But if
they canoot ordain pastors Ihey canuai ai
course 61ibmth Moderatorls chair aitheb ordi-
nation snd induction ai pastors. Il would
lndeed btsa shocking lnconsisiency for an
eider ta take an ordioary man by the baud
sud say, IlWe give yau the right baud of
teliowshlp ta takre part ai Ibis ministry wiîh
us." Ruiing eiders bave, in a word, no
auihority ta periarm sortie ai the most im-
portant dulies assigned tht Moderatar of
Presbyiery sud Session. And camion
sonse as welt as Scrlpîure teaches that il Is
higbiy improper and absurd tua dcci mcn ta
an office tht dulies ai wbicb they have no
rigbm to discbarge.

But tht Presbyterian Church bas, accord-
ing ta tht Presbyttries aif Hamilton and
Wbjtby, been wandering ln tht mustaInd
tags fer centuries, sud the mists sud fogs,
they say, muai bc chased away. These
Presbyteries have, lu a word, taken upon
theiseives ta change an arder ai gavera.
ment tbat cao be changed only by tht
Supreme Court ; sud by ibeir Irregutar pro-
cedure tbey hope ta dispel every cioud that
obscurestht moral vision ai tht Churcir and
send the full tide ai lite thraugh tvery
chaunel of Chtxrch work. Tht motion Is a
good avc. But a -vise man tells us i is ai-
ways dangeraus ta violate, on aay pretence,
tht principles which the experieuce ot ages
bas praved ta be tbm safeguard ai ail that Is
mosî preciaus ta a cammunity. Tht mena-
bers ai tht recalcitrant Preabyterles have
soicmunly engageadI"1t defead the gcvern-
meut cf the Chuich sud ta foiow no divis-
Ive course frai tht present arder established
therein. Tht present order Is that ministers
auly cam be chosen Moderatars of church
courts. Tht preseot arder bas beeo tbm
order inPresbyterlan Churches for thirîy-
byve centuries, sud was seul down ta Presby-
terits ln terms ai the Bardier Act, IlA N.T.
Presbyerian"Itu tht contrary notwitbstand -
ing. But the practîce ai cealuries sud tht
presout order nfi be Oburcb are tossed aside
witb as 1111e ada as most men maire wben
ibey casi away .an aid and useloss garmeat.
Tht procedure af these Prtsbyterles, tbore-
fore, IhiIrregular. hI s mare ; it is bad. I
ia tht worsî passible, sud wonid have hotu
tht worst passible, iIi had hotu established
tram limt immernarlal. Weil, we have
hisiorical traditions sud practices that
art dear ta, the memories sud bearts of
aur peaple; if Ibey are wiibout tbe
auîbariîy or conirary tu tht rules
ai tht Word af Goa change theni, but
change thera lu a cansftutiouai way. Tht
Chnrcb of Christ Is aider ihan the Churcb
oftCalvinansd Knox, and the example ofai
Sanhedrim, the Synagogue sud ibm Piu-
tive Churches riscs higher, perbaps,'than the
practice cf thé Presbyseriao Churcb. 'But
if tîr exanuple differs (romx tbe arder naw
in farce, Ici tbe restits 'agitatorsof change
taire, tht laborlug oar and by clear and
sailsfactcry cevidence paot out wherein ibe
differencehîma..

!IELPS TO NATURE STUDY."

liv W. >f.jR

Our Maker evidenîly meant us ta bave ai-
ways wthin easy reacb an inexhaustibie
suppli ai heaiihy recreatian as a counter-
active ta tht weariness ai Ibis work-a-day
life ai toit aud warry inoa wbicb we are si)
apt ta seule doua, snd belote we kncw to
drift ino dreary regiaus ta discouragement
snd despair. To remedy tbis we aeed only
U!ft tht latcb, snd Il becoming as itlte child-
rerL," pass ino God's great kindergarten,
whic some ont bas appropriately named
Iloui ai doors." We shali fid il stored wlth
on endless vsdiety ai abject lessoos ai woud-
raus beauîy and niait marveliaus ingenuity,
suited ta devela p and discipliiotu mental
powers, eniarge tir ranges, stimulatour
imagination, gîve vointers ta aur Inventive
faculties, mîinister aesîhetic dellght, and
above aitl ift ourtbougbîs tram sardid gra-
veling ta ennoablig ieiiawshlp wlth aur be-
neficeot Father.

Each ai Ihese biais ai biessing lu the
study of nature migbt turnisb distinct ibemes
for enlargenitot, dld tume aod space permit,
but ltlIl suffice for tht present ta, illustrate
îhem a It by lnîraducicg io aur readers a
heipiai haodbaok an I"Tht Natural History
ai Aquatic Insecis " by Prof. J. 0. Mmali,
wbich bas.Iust appesred. [n il we fiod, flot
ooiy mucb ibat Is tht resuit ai original re-
search, but valuabie gieaniugs [raoi aider
and tareigo authors, net accessible ta ardi-
nary readers. These are given tausiluclear
and simple style, camptirativety fret (romi
techoicat pbrasealagy, aud aided bv
many beautibul illustrations, tbey pour
strearns af light upan many mysteriaus pro-
biems ai iusect lhec, wblcbnmust oaiîn have
presented îbemselves ta tht ah.iervant aud
Inquiriug. We fid aurseives exciaiming,
how wanderful tht warks ai aur God i What
stores ai pleasure lie araund us untxplared 1
For acs tmen have been puzzling aver tht
besti neîbads ai lite aud iravel on eartb,
waîer and air, whie tht great Creator had
given us mnaay a aîarîling solution snd sug-
gestion, as ta haw these desiderata mighî be
realized lu the structure and transformatons
ai lnsignificant insects. Even poetic geulus
fiods Inspiration in such fields. Wltoess
Tennysan's grapblc portraiture oi an ever
day romance :

To-day, 1 saw the dragan-fly
Came tram the veils wcre he did le,
.An incr impulse rent the veil
Of bis aid hask; tram head ta lait
Came oui clear plates of sapphire mail
He dried his wings, like gauze ihey grew;
Thro' crafts and pastures wtt with dew,
A living flash af iight he flew.

Wha that bas watched tht mazy gyration af
the litile wattr beelles on tht surface ai tht
sommret pool bas aGi dtsired ta know more
ai thelr 111e bisiary ? Even ara und the carter
ai aur tiny tormentars, the masqultos, we fiad
a succession ai wonderful revelations as we
peruse these pages, and aimnosi caudone the
aun ayance they give us la view cf the Inter-
est we lad Iln the marveis aifiteir structure
and adventures, tram tht maoment af embar-
cation in tht eggrait tilt iheir graduation aud
equlpmneut la readiness for deticat surjgical

pe rations. Let tht acader taire the bock
W hhlr n l bis first sunimer autlng and he
will fid is added inicrest amply repay the
casi and trauble lnvalved la ils sîudy, when

"The insect yauîb are an the wing,
Eager te taste the hanied spring,
And float auid theliîquid coau:
Same lightiy c'er the carrent stain,
Some show their gally-giided train,
Quick glancing iù tht snn."

Toa mach importance cannot be altacheli to
the glass supplied te the windows ni aur churches.
Sîahued glass shouid aiways be provided as it gives
a soiemnity ta the inuide arnd an attracîiveness
tram tire cuiside, sud in these days when god
cheap windows in Ibis lice can be ahtaincd as
well1 as gond ex'penive ocs, there is ne excuse
why ail these sacred buildings should flot have
tbis glass inr Iheir windows. The Dominion
Stained Glaus Ca., 94 Adelaide St.,wesi, Toroto,
make a specialty ai ail clases ai Ibis work, aud
are always pieased ta give any information lirat
the huilding commitce or cîhers niay require in
ibis line. Their prices and work wilI mcci the
circumstances ai any kind, and bath large and
small orders wiil bhe mmcd out promptly and
satisractor!iy. Au imitation i3 given hy thet lri
ta catilsud sec tbeir saniples, or desigu.s with
estimates wiil be trèeey suppiied an application.

"The Naturl 1tisory. or Aquatc ifls=C - by Prof.
1.. Mltii F.X.S. Macmilltan ëICo.. New Yoik, 41.5-

GoLOXN TaxT.-Lule xv. to.
lb!Emoav VERs.r.-ut-2o.
CATEiSII-.Q. 55

HOME IZIADINC.S.-il. Isa. i. 10-31- 7@
JOnair i -1-S W. Psiam.cvii. 10-32- l77"
Prar. xiii. 1.25. A IS3 lv- 1-13. S. Mat, ai.

20.30. Su. Lukre xv. 11-24.
There is no more important subject ireaied af

in tht Word ai God iran iliai which deais witlt
tht sinners resioration ta God. lience we shouid
aiways strive ta preseni such s view oai(tins iai-
ter as wii lot mîslead, but wil deai wal ailtlire
poitls invclved.

If we %verre ta confine our siudy ta ibis par.
able for exampleve wouid fati inn he errar, inta
whicb indced mnany have iallen,ihat tire atanemeol
is net a necessary pre-requisite ta man's resiara-
tion. Onty wheo we rcad and study ail ihrce of
lire parables contained in this clîapter are wc io a
position ta grasp te %whate rutir conctrobog the
malter of tht sinncr's returo ta Gad, sa ih is here
illastratcd by the Master. Whit keeping in
view the whole irutir taugiri leI us consider aut
lessonuder thteireadings the zveit,îerii and
the rett4riu

h. The Wandering - There cao scarcely
he any daubt tirai what Jesas had un mind was
ta unaire plain thre tact that Gentiles as well as
lews are abjects af God's laveir and care as mani-
iesied in tht redenspiion lie bas vrsoughi, and
ihus ta prepare tihe minds ai the disciples t0Ise
wlien thee lnit came ihat tire ouicoming ai tht
Geotiies rvas a part oi tire original plan af Jesus.
WVe mast bc caredai ta guard againsi the impres-
sien that nil mens are by tirth moruters ai God's
family, and tirati aas aniy those who cousciousiy
rebel againsi God and ursoder away irom n Hs,
who are in need ai Christs ataming wark. V/e
are 'Icaoceived in sin and shapen in iniqity.'
and are Ilby nature tht children oi wrath. Lot
us keep beicre us clearly tirai Jesus s h iere illus-
traîing truih coucerning classei and nom coocerning
individuas, thcagh undout-tedly tire are many
points in wirich ibis parairle eau becrmade to illus-
trat most beautihiaiy tht return ai tht individuai
sinner la God. Turu ta tire first chapter af
Romans, and read tirere God's inspircd record
conccrning tire Gentile wanderîngs. IlKnowîng
God îirey gioriied Hîns not as Gad," lirhey
refased ta have Gadl hn their knowledge," ibere-
tare IlGad gave thens up tinta a reprobate mmnd to
do those things wvhich are not fltbg.'" Ttws the
Gentile worid may wcll be compared 10 a san,
wiro wearyiug ai tire tesiraints of homne, and re-
gardless of bis lather's dlaim upon hins, and secir-
iug ta put al mbaugirs aifiris laîher oui ai bis
henti, wiliuait inns bis back, upon home and gars
out witt. bis faîbcr's boaoty ta seek bis awn evil
wav. Tht Gentile world pal God out ai their
ihcughts and ihougir surrounded with tht iaîher's
boanty and bencficence, yet sel ts mind upon
evil îhings and sougirt satisfaction in wrùng.
Hence tire sout famine among theni.
Thinir ai tht destitution ai ail spiritual food there
is in tire heaihen religions ai to-day. Alilheathen
are degtaded la the vety level af the ireasts. and
krow not wherc ta tututra ti te cravings and
Iongigs ai their souls May be satisfled.

TînThe Retu.rn.-Tire flrst thing leading
la tmc pluulgas'. reura was bus - caming ta him-
sel[,"iris recognition oattire raplcssuess and hclp-
lessness aofiris condition, and the appreheosion
af the tact tirai in bis laticr's hause tirere were
better things even fat tire lowest servant. Pet-
baps the pasaltel in Ibis last part ai thre parabît
witir tht experience ofthe individugi seul in ils
returo ta Christ, is owîng ta tire fact that tire re-
ttuu of tht Gentilevoia must bc tht returo
ai individuals. Thougir we are toid ai thetite
whcn "nations shai bc haro ini a day," yeî notir-
i.ng is mare certain than that thai, brth mail bc
due ta tire operatian oatie Divine Spirit upon tht
hearts ai tire individuals constituting tirait nations.
Hence perbaps we will hardiy hc regard cd as in-
causi:ltauI* if we deai with ibis last part as thougir
it repres.-otedtht retutnuoaube inidividua! ta Gad.
First mua must bc convioceci of the misery andi
guili ofihis sin, he must bic made la know ai tht
provision whicir awaits frir in thre Father's home,
aud iben, madle wilibng, Il he wll arise and go ta
tire Father." Theti, whaî a surpruse 1IR Htids
that tht Father ruas ta mecclhlm, sud receives
hlm, net tate ht rutl place bc feels is his due,
but ta ait tire privileges ai sor-ship. His rags are
taken away for lever and a beautitul robe put upan
bum (Chnrissrbghieousness) ; a ring is put apen
his baud (rack as God's son is bestowed upon
him) ; shocs are put ripan bis [ctd(<ire is ne lang-
er a slave but a fret man) ; the iatted-calf is kiled,
and a fcast lrepared (be 15 madle welcome ta ail
tire stores of grace); and there la rejoicitrg aver
bris retarn (the augets sn3 holy cnes rciosce over
every peuiterit sione r mare than avec ait the
great evenis in this world's iisiory). Let us
then bc up and doiug, reacbing ont aller tht
wandcring ours, seeking ta briuig tirci ta îhem-i
selves tiraItircy may arise and coame, and sao bd
a lather's love and an eterual reward.


